Metropolitan Water, etc.

washaways on the Great Southern Rail-
way, and they desire to speak,
Debate adjourned accordingly.

ADJOURN MENT.

The House adjourned at a guarter to
six ¢’clock, until the next Tuesday.

Legislatibe Hssembly,
Thursday, 4ih August, 1904.
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Tae SPEAKER took the Chair at 3-30
o'clock, p.n.

Pravers,

QUESTION—METROPOLITAN WATER
SUPPLY AND SEWERAGE.

Me. C. J. MORAN asked the Premier:
1, What has been done in connection with
tbe Metropolitan Water Supply and
Sewerage under the powers conferred by
Act last session. 2z, If the Government
have definitely decided to recomraend
any complete scheme to Parliament, and
have they definitely considered and de.
cided upon ways and means. 3, If it
is intended to submit, at an early date,
the Act of last session for the review of
this Parliament, as promised.

Tae PREMIER (Hon. Walter James)
replied: 1, The Act has mot been
brought intc force because thut would
have rendered the appointment of a new
board necessary. An undertaking was
given to Parliament last session that
this should not be done until an oppor-
tunity was afforded the various local
bodies to consider the Act and suggest
amendments. In the meantime, however,
no time has been lost, as a staff has been
for months preparing the necessary plans
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and surveys, which should shortly be
ready, 2, The (tovernment recommend
the scheme as outlined in the reporta of
Mr. Davies and Mr. Palmer. The ques-
tion of ways and means is one of the
matters which the board will have to
consider. 3, Theamendments suggested
by the recent Conference of local autho-
rities will no doubt be considered, and
Parliament given an opportunity of dis-
cussing them.

QUESTION—PUBLIC ACCOQUNTS.

Mr. MORAN asked the Treasurer:
1, Whether he is satisfied that all
liability incurred during the last financtal
year was paid before the LOth July, and
that no liability has been passed on to
the present financial year. 2z, In connec-
tion with the large reduction in surplus
during July, was the £60,840 advanced
to Departments to meet July expenditure
only. 3, If so, how is the extraordinary
expenditure for July accounted for. 4,
Has this amount to advance, which it is
said originated in November, 1903, been
clearly shown in previous months,

Tae TREASURER replied: 1, I
believe so, but am uopable definitely to
say. This duty devolves upon the
Auditor General—wide Section 51 of
the Audit Act, 1904, 2, Yes, and
for each subsequent month till the
advance is refunded in July next. 3,
Exclusive of advances, the expenditure
was only #£15000 more than that of
July, 1908. 4, Yes, since inauguration
of system. I should like to add that,
anticipating some possible misappreben-
gion on this subject, I have prepared a
full explanation of the system of makin
these advances, which explanation %
intend to hund to the Press,

Me. MORAN asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Did he take steps to have
accounts which were presented to his
department before the ead of financial
year submitted to Mr. Jull for his
purview. 2, If so, when and why were
these instructions issued. 3, Did Mr.
Jull temporarily hold back any accounts
presented before 10th July.

Tre TREASURER replied: 1, Yes.
z, On the 15th June. Because the Under
Secretary for Works had made very
strong protests against the action of the
Treasury in paying accounts without his
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certificate on Schedule O, as provided
for under the Audit Act, alleging that
the action of the Treasury seriously
interfered with the Minister for Works's
control of his own department. 3, The
books are closed on the 10th July. No
voucher remained in the Uoder Secretary
for Works's office after the 8th, on which
day he sent the following minute to
the P. W. accountanst, and the instruc.
tions contained in that minute were duly
carried out:—* I was surprised to learn
from Mr. Munt, who has just been to see
me (2:30 p.m.) that your books for this
financial year are closed down, seeing that
there are a number of vouchers going up
to you this afternoon, and the books for
the financial year should not ugually be
closed down till the 10th. Al accounts
possible should be paid, especially those
in connection with roads and bridges.
If necessary, I am sorry to say, your
staff will have to stay back to-night and
to-morrow night to get them through.”

QUESTION-—-HARBOUR TRUST
PROPERTY.

Mzr. ANGWIN asked the Premier:
Whether the Minister in charge of the
Fremantle Harbour Trust has cansed a
schedule to be made of all property vested
in the commissioners, and determined the
value thereof in accordance with Section
52, Fremantle Harbour Trust, 1902, 1If
so, will he cause a copy of such schedule
and value to be laid on the table of the
House.

Tre PREMIER replied : The schedule
has been made, but the values have not
yat been determined. I shall be glad to
place a copy of the schedule on the fable
of the House, if the hon. member desires
it.

QUESTION-—-ELECTORS' VOTES,
PUBLICITY.

M=r. DAGLISH, without notice, asked
the Premier: Whetber it is true that a
Jae-mmile copy of the returmmg officer’s
rolls vsed for the Fremantle, North Fre-
mantle, and South Fremantle electorates
at the recent general elections, with the
returning officer’s marks against the
names of the electors who recorded their
votes at the recent election, bhas been
handed to Mr. J. J. Holmes, 2, If so, by
whose authority has this been done with.
out an order of the Court. 3, For what
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reason and with what object. 4, What
action have the Government taken in the
matter.

Tae PREMIER replied : I have no per-
sonal knowledge of the mutter referred to.
The Colonial Secretary, however, informs
me that information of the nature com-
monicated io the first question was asked
for by Mr. Holmes, but refused. Hae
was told that if he desired information as
to whether electors whose numes appeared
onx more than one roil had voted, the
information would be supplied if specific
names and numbers were referred to.
The Colonial Secretary is not aware if
apy such information has been npplied
for or given, The same reply was given to
a similar request from Mr. P. Stoue,
another candidate at the late elections.

PAPERS PRESENTELD.

By the TrEasurer: By-laws of the
Roads Boards, namely, Preston, Mount
Magnet, Greenbushes, Buckland Hill,
West Guildford, Kimberley Goldfields,
Lawlers.

ADDBRESS-IN-REPLY,
FOUBRTH DAY OF DEBATE.

Me. C. HARPER (Beverley): As I
have to occupy u seab on what are called
the Independent benches, I wish to speak
as an Independent, and to put us plainly
as I can before the House the reasons
which have actoated me in taking iny seut
here. My firat and main reason iz that
in the interests of the State I think
I should leok first at the State and
ufterwards at party. I am indepen-
dent of parties; therefore I feel 1
am independent of any influence from
either side of the House, and have only
to use my unbiased judgment to decide
how to act on the important issues with
which we are confronted. I do mot think
it is penerally realised that Parliament
has now reached o stage never reached
before by any Parliament in the Britisl
dominions. For many years past there
has been a steady rise on the part of the
masses seeking power. That is the
natural result of edueation. Anyone whr
objects to the masses obtaining power i
vondemning bhimself if he supported the
cause of free and secular education. Il
is a natural corollary that men of ordinar;
intelligence should, when they can utilise
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that iotelligence, seek for power; and
the man who blames them for so doing is,
I think, hardly worthy of consideration.
In my opinion, as this activity on the
part of the masses, or a portion of them,
bas strengthened, so have the masses
pressed their desires upon the Ministry
and the Parliament of the day; and the
present Ministry have gone a long way
towards meeting those desires, To-day
the position is that the Ministry do not
possess a majority in the House, nor have
the party directly opposing them =
majority, If this state of affairs continue,
the result must be that the desires of the
Opposition will grow stronger every day,
as will their influence on the Government
benchea; and the Opposition may force
their desires upon Parliament, owing to
the persistence of the Ministry in {rying
to maintain office with a very narrow
majority, That situation I consider very
unhealthy for any State, and, therefore,
I think the sooner it is ended the better.
Such s my reason for taking my place
on these ngosition cross-benches. 'With
regard to the present Ministry I wish to
say that I, though sitting in Opposition
for years past, have to thank the Minister
for Lands for the very able work he has
done in his department, a department in
which I am particularly interested. Yam
sure he has dome very good work, and
has established a record which il should
be the aim of his successor fo emulate.
Another Minister, the Minister for
Mines, I believe has given general satis-
faction to the mining community. I am
not able to speak myself of that, but
from what I can glean, I believe he also
bas earned a high reputation in his office.
The Minister for Works also, during bis
terra of office, I believe and I lmow
exercised an immense amount of earnest-
ness and application to his work, and did
very much good.

Me. Jouwson : The present Minister ?

Me. HARPER: I am speaking of the
present Treasurer, and not of the present
Minister, regarding whom as Minister
for Works I have had no opportunity of
forming an opinion. As to the Premier,
we all recognise the brilliancy of his
attainments ; but like all brilliant men,
or nearly all brilliant men, he has that
drawback of often being carried away by
enthusiasm, and not maintaining that
solid, stolid course of conduct which is
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most desirable in high and historical
positions. We can all credit him with
these high qualities, and, above all, I
believe for the very high quality of
honeaty of conduct and of ambition ; and
nothing that I know of hag ever operated
against hig character in that respect.
But it is the lack of that discretion re-
quired in a high position, such as he holds
as Premier, which has sometimes got. him
into serious trouble. XKnowing very well
this disqualification of his own, it is a
remarkable fact that he did not, as
most men would do when he found a
vacaney in his Cabinet, fill it with a mau
who had an abundance of that quality
which he lacked. He took as a colleague
a gentleman with the same disqualifica-
tion a8 his own in even a greater degree;
and it is a dangerous thing for the inte-
rests of this State to be subjected to the
enthogiasm of men carried away, as they
sometimes are, by the ardency of desire
in attaining their objects, I can imagine
that the Premier and the Minister
for Works could, with their vehemence,
very easily overpower the more moderate
aspirations of the rest of the Cabinet.
Tbat, I say, would be dangerous to this
State, and 1 think we must bear in mind
that the forces opposite would be apt to
do more harm to the State, working
through the leader of the Government
and his eolleague of whom I speak, than
would be possible if they were in
Opposition themselves. When members
are in such a position as the Labour
party to-day, and are seeking power—
because although the leader of the
Oppositicn has told us they do not seek
office, I eannot help saying I think they
do—-wheun any man takes the front seal
on the Opposition bench, he tells the
world he wants office———

Mg. Dacrisa : Was it direct opposition
in the last Parliament ?

Mr. HARPER: I do not know.

Msz. Dasrigr: You saw them save the
Government several times ?

Mr. HARPER: It is no good for the
member to cavil at it. He takes the front
seat, and if he does not want to accupy
it be should not sit there. I can quite
understand that the party would like to
keep the Government in office if they
thought the Government weak encugh
to have something squeezed out of them.
I can quite understand that this may be
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the case, or it may not; but I say that,
when the party fake the front Opposition
bench, their business is to get office as
soon as they can. Looking at the
interests of the State, this is the way I
regard the position. The Labour party
in power will have to consider other
interests than those which they now
consider. They are sent by a class; they
represent a class, and some of them
represent very extreme sections of that
class. Directly they are in power they
have to broaden their views, and consider
how they are going to curry the responsi.
bility which is put upon them. T can
imagine some specific instances of cases
most important, far more important at
the present time, I congider, than anything
which bas been brought before the House.
All the manufacturers of this State, or
a. very large number of them, tell us that
a6 the result of federation it is impossible
for them to continue to manufacture in
competition with the manufacturers of
the Eastern States. Surely that is a
question which it would be better for
those who represent labour to fight and
decide, than for those who are not rep-
resenting labour. Are the manufae-
tures here to cease and the employees to
be driven to the Hastern States to seek
employment, or what is going to be done ¥
Are wages to be lower here to make com-
petition possible, or are wages to be
raised in the Eastern States to make
things equal? Surely these are points
of paramount importance, and they should
be dealt with by those representing
labour. Take another instance. The
member for Coolgardie {Dr. Ellis) told
us last night that this country loses
something like £277,000 through the use
of Collie coal. Ithink I can add to that,
becaunse ¥ am quite confident that the use
of Collie coal has cost the farming
community in this district the balance
between that and £300,000, and nothing
received for it, whereas this money which
has been lost by the use of Collie coal
has at any rate been distributed. The
charge made by the member for Cool-
gardie was, in effect, that the coal
industry was bolstered up at the expense
of the whole community.

MzE. Hewsaaw: At the expense of the
railways. ’

Mr. HARPER: The member repre-
senting Collie district, although he spoke
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afterwards, was eloquently silent on the
subject. Whether that gives consent to
the proposition or not, I do not know.

Mg. Dacrisa: He disputed the state-
ment. :

Mr. HARPER: Tt is very desirable
for the leader of the Oppusition to decide
whether the country is at present bolster-
jng up the Collie conl industry in the
interests of labour or in the interests of
capital. Whichever interest it is, we had-
better know, and decide what is best
to do. The iuterests of the State are
mixed up in this to such an extent that
we shoufd know whether this is to go on
or is to decreage, and I say emphatically
that those who represent labour, who are
the largest number of persons interested
in this trade, ave those who should
grapple with the question. Surely, if
they settle it one way or the other, the
representatives of labour cannoot accuse
the present Government of having done
anything sgainst them. I should like
to say a few words with rega:d to a
subject mentioned very early in this
House, that is the caucus. We have
heard a great deal about the caucns on
all sides. The member for Hannans
(Mr. Nelson), I think it was, the other
night described to us the caucus. T was
extremely interested to hear his deserip-
tion up to a cerfain point, but I looked
in vain for a reference to something I
expected to hear about, but it was left
out, and that was the caucus bebind the
Labour party. We have some evidence
of what is done by the power behind the
Labour party.

Mr. Jomwsow: Does the hon. mem-
ber refer to the Governmeunt, or to the
Independents ?

Mr. HARPER: A few days ago the
secretary of the Labour party received &
communication indicating which way it
was desired members should act, and a
reply was sent inforwing the Trades and
Labour Council politely that members
would be very glad to pet their sug-
gestions, but that they would like to get
them privately —whispered to them, and
that it was not desiruble to make them
public. That letter was made public,
and was not altogether received in a
friendly spirit. It is not necessary to
know any more about this than to know
human nature, and to know that people
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who put others in power desire to obtain
some of that power for themselves.

Mr. HensHaw : Those are the electors,

Memper: What about the Chambers
of Commerce ?

Mr. HARPER: Chambers of Com-
merce have no power of fixing any mem-
ber who represents them. I have no
objection whatever, and do not see that
any members can have objection, to a
caucus amongst mewbers of the House,
It is obvious this must be done on all
sides ; but the difference between a cancus
of members of the House and a caucus
of wembers who only represent a class, is
that tbe members of the House hear both
gides of the question and discuss it in the
face of opposition expressed, whereas if a
matter 18 seltled in camera by class
members, they can only get one side of
the question, the Labour side, and the
result is that they take a one-sided view.
Human nature generally does take that
view—it's own side; but that is alto-
gether different from the position of
a caucus of members of Parliament.
It is a most legitimate thing that
members should meet und discuss, in the
face of whatever contest there may be,
both sides of a question and come to a
resolution. There can be no objection to
it; it is always done. [Interjection by
Mg, Tavror.] There are plenty of
parties outside Parliament that influence
members, as is indicated by the resolution
forwarded to the Labour members the
other day informing them that a com-
mittee had been appointed to watch their
conduct.

Msg. Daorisn : It was a misrepresenta-
tion by an unfavourable Press organ.

Me. HARPER: I notice that it was
the hon. members themselves who thought
it necessary to make some little objection
to it.

Mxy. DaerisgE: Until they found it
was a misstatement in the Press.

Mr. HARPER: [t does not seem to
have been accepted very cordially. T can
quite understand that, directly the mis-
take was seen, everything would be done
to hide and withdraw it. It is obvious
on the part of a set of men sitting as a
party to force their own views: it is
human pature. I have lived longer than
the member for Subiaco, and I know it;
and I am not singular in this. We can
observe the same thing spoken of all
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over Australia where the same question
has arisen. So members cannot blawe
me for it. -

Mr. Dacrise: The hon. member is
not claiming orviginality ?

Mr. HARPER: I am not claiming
originality, and I do not think the hon.
member has apy either, judging by his
speech the other night. I just want to
make clear that to a caucus of members
of this House I see no objection; but
any influences from a class section trying
to bind a man down in Parliament to a
certain course, I say, are unhealthy to
public interests. [Several Opposition
Memeers: Hear, hear.] Members will
say they ave not affected; but this I
know, that there are many behind them,
thousands of men, watching an oppor-
tunity to jump their places "in this
House. That is just the difference,
Hon. members do not seem to realise
that in an open électorate there is
no organisation and combination that
can weaken or injure the backbone
of a man, as can be done in Tabour
electorates. I shall give an instance. A
few years ago, in the last Parliament, a
question arose with regard to a strike.
No doubt the member for Mt. Margaret
(Mr. Taylor) recollects it. The Govern-
ment took a certain course and were
gupported by the then members of the
Labour party. It was resented by
those behind the Labour party that they
should have taken this course, and
pressure was brought to bear upon them.
Within a week afterwards the same
question was brought up again, and two
of those men had lost their backboues,

Mr. Dacrisr: It was not the same
question.

Mgr. HARPER : The instance points
to the moral I have observed. Men
have not the power to resist, when they
are bound to a class interest, that they
would bave if they were in the open field,
That is all 1 have to say on the subject.
I trust that before very long these Labour
members will find themselves on the
opposite side of the House. '

B. Hastig: Will the hon. member
support us ?

Mr. HARPER: No; I shall not
support the hon. members; why, I shall
very soon tell them. We all know that
in this party there are some moderate
men and some extremists,
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Dr., Brris: So there are on the othor
side.

Mge. HARPER: Theextreme men will
try to force things to a degree unbealthy
to the interests of the State.

Mr. Hastie: All the more reason
why the bon. member should help us.

Mr. HARPER: All the more reason
why I should stop on this side of the
House and watch them., That is what I
intend to do. Ifeelconfident that many
of these members imagine they are going
to do great things and create revolutions;
but this progress has been going on for
the last century, a steady development on
ongeide. The broadening of the franchise
has been bringing it about for the
last century, at any rate; and in the
end, common sense comes to the rescue.
That is" what will happen, I believe.
Tt is the position I take. Whatever
extrems views may come into this House,
they have only to face the House and
members will find that the community
will not allow them to run te excess.
There is no reason, a8 I have often said
before, why weshould not find just as good
if not higher intellects on one side of the
House as on the other. No matter where
& man i8 born, if he has the intellect and
higher gifts, he should succeed. At the
same time, the State must make safe-
guards against injury. One constantly
hears from one set of people who are
interested in capital that the country is
bound to go ** to the dogs ™ if the Labour
party get into power. I may just as
well say that the country is as likely to
go “to the doga” if the eapilalists get
into power. I helieve that the common
sense of the race i3 quite equal to meet
the case nt present; but we must bear in
mind that the position we are now in has
never been attained by any Parliament
before. Therefore, there is all the more
reason for the greatest precautions to be
taken; and I trustthat the hon. members
aspiring to office when they do get there
will realise that they have an immense
responsibility in this country, and that
they will use it to the best advantage.
They have some planks in their platform
to which I am absolutely opposed, and
for that reason aloue, if for no other, it
will be impossible for me to agsist them
even to the degree of sitting on the very
farthest seat on the Ministerial side. I
believe many of their notions arae crude
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t from inexperience and want of knowledpe,

and experience will show whether I am
right or wrong. At any 1ate I am
opposed to many of them, and we
shall see the matter threshed out.
Another point T should like to touch upon
with regard to this present position is
that a good many people, and especially
those representing Labour, express a
desire for the development of the referen-
dum system. Now I do not know
whether any member bas troubled him-
gelf to think what the ultimate result is
to be if the referendum becomes common.,
In fact, T very much doubt whether the
experience we have bad already warrants
us in thivking very much of it. If the
referendum is developed and a certain
number of questions are put to the
people, the people will ery out and demand
more, and avery year will bring a fresh
crop.

Dg. Evrrs: That is not the case in
Switzerland,

Me. HARPER: I knew the hou. mem-
ber would quote Switzerland, o fow
valleys in & mountain range and a
people locked up together. We have
an Immense continent and very much
wider chances before we than ever
Switzerland had.

Me. Baru: It is also adopted in some
of the South Americau Unions.

Mz. HARPER: I am not going to say
whether it is right or wrong. I say that
the development of the referendum means
the ultimate abolition of Parliament. 1f
what I have alluded te goes om, it is
obvious that there will be no necessity
for Parliament.

Tae PrEmMiER: The experience of
South America proves the hon. member's
case.

Me. HARPER: Yes; power ulti-
mately passes into the hands of a dictator.
It is a case of, “give a tiger blood, he
wants more.” It 1s the same thing in
human natore. Give a man a taste of
something he has not had before, and he
wants more. I say that those who are
urging it must realise it is going to pro-
duce a revolulion if it succeeds, and that
it will mean the abelition of Parlinment,
for all we will need to do is to take two
experts to argue the case on each side, as
in the Law Courts, and then submit it to
the people. That is the logical result.
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Dr. Envis: That might Le the best
way to govern.

Me. HARPER: I do not say whether
it is good or bad; I simply say that the
people should not adopt that course
without knowing something about the
result. With regard to Parliament
itself, I should like to say something
as to its conduct. I believe I am the
oldest member in this House, having been
something like 17 years in it; and I
way say that it gives me great pain
indeed to ses the degradation that has
gradunally developed 1 the conduct of
the Houge. I very much regret {o say
that two of our Premiers have contri-
buted very largely to it. Sir John
Forrest was one of those who was con-
stantly interjecting and interrupting
debate in a way which I know, from a
communication, was a very sore trouble to
our late revered Speaker, Sir James Lee
Steere, who on more than one occasion
spoke to me about it and suid that he
did not find that support which he ghould
expect from the Premier of the State.
I very much regret to say that there
is no greater offender in this respect
than our present Premier. It is a
habit which is becoming irrepres-
gible with him, and he encourages the
same thing in others. There are several
other members of the House who indulge
in this habit. There are two members
who sit behind me who have been very
good students of the Premier indeed, and
the member for Mt. Margaret is also
very good in this respect. I want to
point out that the Premier, who has been
trained in a court of law where decisions
are arrived at after deep and careful con-
sideration, must surely recollect that this
House is the maker of the machinery
which is worked in the courts, and surely
where the machinery is made there should
be as much order as where it is worked.
Tf this system continues, the feeling of
the country, which is strong against
the habits of Parliament, will grow so
strong that it will have a very dire effect
upon the representation as it exists at
present. Imagine for a moment the
Premier in the Supreme Court allowing
anyone else to make an interjection, or
making an interjection such as is made in
this House. It is a careless and frivolous
habit altogether, and isinjurious. Ihope
the new members who have come into the
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House will bear in mind what I have said
and npot follow in the footsteps of the
Premier, for they will be doing harm to
the institution they have come i to assist,
I hope the Premier will in the future
control his impetuousness, I know how
hard it i1s to do that, but it can be con-
trolled. Ifit ean be controlled in a court
of law why not in Parliament? That is
all I desire to say. I intend to cast my
vote against the present Goverument re-
maining in office, because T think it is in
the interests of the State to do so.

Mz, HARRY BROWN (Perth): I
intend saying only a few words, for I am
suffering from a, severe cold, and possibly
during the last few years I have not been
able to give to general politics—being
engaged in the smaller spbere of mumi-
cipal government-—the time I ought to
have given as a politician. Tam surprised,
since I have been in the House, to find by
the speaches of members of the Opposition
what a disreputable, unprincipled lot the
present Ministry are, Throughout the
whole of the debate I have not heard one
word of credit given for a single thing
which the Ministry bave done. What
rights the political Labour party have
obtained in the past they have received
from the present Premier. I say ad-
visedly, I have not heard a word of
thanks from the political Labour party
for all they have received. This debate
has been an absolute waste of time.
There are 22 members in Opposition, and
their minds are made up. I think the
Premier did a wise thing, the only possible
thing that could be done, when he sub-
mitted a vote of confidence in himself, so
that if the country required to be vuled
by the political Labour party and the
Independents, who may take one side or
the other, let the political Labour party
rule. I am sure it was pitiable to hear
the ples of the leader of the Labour
party that he did not require office, and
I must say that T was delighted fo hear
the outspoken remarks of the member
for Hannans (Mr. Wallace Nelson). I
think the Premier was really glad of such
a worthy opponent as the member for
Havpnans, who told the Premier plainly
that if thers were the best Premier and
the best Government in the world here,
the Opposition had done with them,
that the pelitical Lakour party wera in
o majority and were going to rule. If
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the leader of the Opposition had made
that statement, the country would know
it, and he would not get into office by a
subterfuge, by telling the public he did
not want office but was forced to take it.
Let the leader of the Opposition follow
the outspoken manner of the member for
Hannans, who said the party wanted
office and were going to getit. I am
pleased indeed that the Coolgurdie Water
Scheme has been completed, and I think
the goldfields mewmbers should try and
assist the coastal people by allowing the
constal towns to obtain some portion of
the water which is now practically running
to waste. I understand that upon the
Coolgardie Water Scheme, with its large
capital, the country is losing at the present
time between £50,000 and £60,000 per
annum. One only requires to go to
the valleys of the Helena to see the
huge quantities of water that could be
conserved in the catchment area. By the
construction of a dam helow the weir,
sufficient water could be conserved which
would not only be sufficient for Perth,
bat for the whole of the towns between
Midland Junction and Fremantle. Mem-
bers are aware that Perth bhas not only to
support its own water scheme at present,
but has indirectly to support the national
work, the Coolgardie Water Scheme. I
am sure the goldfields members will not
be so narrow-minded as to object io pipes
being connected with the scheme to supply
water to the constal fowns. Itis pleasing
to me to find that the Government, for
the benefit of Perth at least, have found
a more congenial occupation for the
Engineer-in-Chief in London ; for so long
as the Engineer-in-Chief had the control
of the engineering department here it
would be many years before there would
be a departure from the artesian water
supplies for Perth. 'That gentleman was
pledged to artesian water supply, and
1t was almost eriminal, with the large
quantity of water in the Mundaring dam,
to farther continue the abortive artesian
supply. With reference to the water and
sewerage scheme, I trust that either the
present Government or the Labour party,
if they come into power, will give some
attention to this matter for the benefit of
the city of Perth. At present the absence
of & scheme is & standing disgrace, and if
the Glovernment are not prepared to

carry out a scheme, if they will pass the .
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necessary legislation, the Perth City
Countil are prepared to undertake the
work on their own account. If the figures
a3 supplied by Mr. Davies in lis report
are correct, it would only take the sum
of £112,000, and for this sum a portion
of North Perth and Leederville would
come under the scheme. If the work
could be done for that sum it would be a
saving to Perth of £5,000 a year on
the present unsatisfactory system. At
the present time we are paying interest
on a loan of £200,000. I can assure
members that if the Government are
not prepared to undertake the schems,
but will pass the necessary legislation,
the Perth Council will rise to a sepse
of their respousibility and carry the
work out themselves. Several refer-
ences have been made here to the
question of postul votes, and I may
gsay at once that I am absolutely
against postal voting altogether. This
matter bas been threshed out repeatedly
at municipal conferences, and I believe a
Bill will be brought forward this session
abolishing proxy voting altogether, It
will be a good thing if this is done.
For iy part, I would only appoint
Resident Magistrates for the purpose of
taking postal votes, for I am sure the
system can be abused very much indeed.
‘We have heard from the Opposition that
it has been abused, but I do not know of
any case myself. I know of one anomaly
that did occur which is far worse than
any trouble about postal voting. I
believe that one of the members of this
House, within a month of his election,
was practically an electoral officer of the
State. I do not say that he used his
position to farther his election, but it is
an anomaly that should mnot exist. In
reference to land settlement, I say
advisedly that in the present Minister for
Lands we have one of the best adminis-
trators who has heen connected with that
department that we have had for a
considerable time; and I think if the
work that has been undertaken by him
is only continuned by his successor, we
ghall mot have such criticisms as were
levelled at the Minister last night by the
member for Northam. I think that the
Minister's success has depended to a great
extent upon an officer who is above
suspicion. I refer to Mr. W. Paterson,
who without doubt is one of the best
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civil servants the State has ever had. I
was surprised indeed, and T believe other
members of the House were surprised, to
hear the member for Northam express
his disgust that before an advance was
made to a settler the matter had to be
investigated, and an inquiry had to be
made as to the applicant’s financial
position. If aloss had occurred in the
running of the Agricultural Bank with-
out these safeguards and inguiries being

made, the member for Northam would be’

one of the very first to throw mud at the
Governinent for allowing it. "With refer-
ence to the Collie conl question, we have
been told that a huge deficit has been
cauged by the purchase of Collie coal
But I say that much of the loss has been
caused by the political Labour party,
who bave repeatedly urged in the Press
that the local industry should be carried
on at any cost, and almost at any loss.
In various institutions with which I have
been connected — waterworks, hospitals,
and others—in every case we have found
it absolutely impossible to use Collie coal.
It cannot be compared for price with the
Newcastle, or even with jarrah; and in
almost every case the wood has had to bhe
vsed, and is giving better results than
the Collie coal. I think the sooner we
drop the Collie industry the better, if
that industry is to be carried on at a loss
to the country. The price of Newcastle
coal can be always kept in check by using
the vast quantities of timber practically
being burnt daily as waste in the mills,
provided we have a little more rolling-
stock to bring that timber into the city
and the towns. With reference to a
University to which I see the Speech
refers, I have not heard the Premier or
any other member pay a tribute to the
Perth Council for giving np the magnifi-
cent piece of land which is to be the
pucleus of the university funds. I think
the establishment of a university is a
question which may be shelved for a con-
siderable time. This State is doing its
utmost, and in fact more than its fair
share, to educate its children. The pri-
mary education we are giving here is
practically the best in the British domi-
nions; and if technieal education could
be farther extended, that provision would
for some time to come stand us in very
good stead. If we wish to educate our
children beyond that standard, then
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secondary education, instead of being
provided in a large and costly fashion by
the State, could be facilitated by a system
of scholarships and bursaries in those pri-
vate secondary schools already established.
I say that it was never intended that our
population should be taxed to give a
secondary education to the children of
those parents who can well afford to pay
for it. As to the taxation of unimproved
land values, even the Premier and several
Oppositicn members seem to be unaware
that there is ulready a machinery for
imposing such a tax; and I may add that
a great many roads boards in the State
have taken advantage of the section in
the Roads Act which permits of the
impost. I can assure members that if
such a local tax is imposed, there is no
room whatever, in this State atall events,
for a national land tax. An estate within
five or six miles from Perth is already
rated at 1d. in the £, and iz contributing
over £500 a year to the local roads board.
I hope municipalities will be givenr the
same power to tax unimproved land
values. I have thought over that for
years, and am absolutely in favour of it;
but my contention is that if the nnim-
proved land tax is imposed municipally,
there is no room for a national land tax
in addition. I am quite sure that the
burden to be paid to the local authorities
in the shape of land tax would be suffi-
cient to burst up any estate that is now
lying idle.

Mr. Baru: Is the estate which is
paying £500 a year being burst up ?

Me. H. BROWN: Yes; it isnow being
sold. To show how that land tax is
working now, I may remind members that
a minimum rate of 2s. 6d. is charged on
every block ; and there are blocks within
eight or nine miles of Perth worth not
more than £2 or £3 a block. The land
when boughtcost the owner about £1 12a.;
the half-crown rate bas now been levied
for four or five years; and in several of
those cases the owner, in addition to the
coat of his transfer and deeds, has paid
the rates; and the rates have practically
already exceeded the value of his land.
That alone should set mewbers thinking
whether it is worth while to impose a
national land tax, if the tax a.lrea.dy
provided is enforced by the local authori-
ties. I may add that in the Roads
Act tazing on the unimproved values
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38 optional; but I should like to see
it made compulsory, and I would ask
the House this session to give such
power to the municipalities. The pro-
position has been brought up time and
again, and thrown out. Last year simi-
lar power was given under the Metro-
politan Water and Sewerage Act; and if
1t be good enough for the Government
under the water and sewerage scheme, it
should * + equally good for municipali-
ties. If the amended Municipalities Bill
is brought in, I will do my best and fight
my hardest to see that municipalities get
the power they desire to rate on the un-
improved value, As to the alienation of
Crown lunds, I have heard the Opposition
say during the recent campaign that they
are absolutely against it. I intend, just
to demonstrate their inconsistency, to
call this session for a return showing all
lands granted for trades halls during the
last few years. ‘““Ob,” say the Labour
party, “alienation of Crown lands is not
good enough for other people, but it is
good enough for us.” I notice that in
the last two or three years land in Fre-
mantle, T believe to the value of £2,000
or £3,000, has been alienated; and in
addition grants of £2,000 have been
made to build trades halls. If itis good
enough for the political Labour party to
have those concessions, to have Crown
lands alienated, surely it is good enough
for other political parties to get similar
considerstion. T am told that all over
the goldfields similar yrants of land have
been made.

Me. Barr: Whoever told you that was
wrong.

Mz. H. BROWN : In Perth a piece of
lnnd was granted on the outskirts of
Thomas Street, for which the fee simple
was given. The land, howover, was too
far uway for the members of the political
Labour party. Other land was pur-
chased in Wellington Street by the
Government, at a cost of £900, and the
deeds of the land in Thomas Street were
returned to the Government for the
money they provided for the new site.

Mr. Avewin: Do you know that the
political Labour party has no land ¥

Mr. H . BROWN : Not content with
rating unimproved land values, our
friends the Opposition say, “Rate every-
body else, but do not rate us.” In the
proposed new Municipalities Bill brought
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before the Municipal Conference, grants
for similar purposes were exempted from
rating. I am pleased to state that at the
conference this exemption was struck out,
and I hope it will not be reinserted by
Parliament when the Bill comes before vs.
There are enough exemptions now. One
of the exemptions was " all trades halls.”
Now why should trades halls be exempted
more than any other buildings ?

Me. Tavror: You say nothing about
grants to municipalities.

Mz. H. RROWN: Wehold our grauts
in trust for the people, but you hold yours
in trust for a particular sect. Another
matter. The Conciliation and Arbitra-
tion Bill was, I believe, fought for by
both Opposition avd Government. To
me it seems pitiable to note the criticisms
levelled at those gentlemen who have
administered the Act. In any part of the
world, has a litigant power to practically
appoint one of his own judges? We
have heard members of the Opposition
criticise the work of that Arbitration
Court. If men want advice, they generally
go to their solicitors ; but the Opposition
profess to pit their opinions against those
of the Judges of our Supreme Court.

M=. Warrs: Can you or anyone else
justify their decisions ¥

M=r. H. BROWN : Can you or anyone
else say that the judgments are wrong¥

Lasour MEMBER: We prove them
wrong by higher authorities.

Mr. H. BROWN: One of the best
Judges we had ir this State was tha late
Justice Moorhead; and T say that his
end was practically expedited by the
scathing remarks passed on him for his
administration of the Arbitration Act.

Mgr. Dagriga: Are you speaking as a
medical authority on the Judge’s illness ¥

M=z. H. BROWN: I say that those
scathing criticisms expedited that man’s
death.

Me. Dagrise: Are you a medical
authority ?

Mz. H. BROWN: I make the asser-
tion anyhow. Only a few weeks ago
a decision of Mr. Justice Parker was
given, and a writer to the daily Press
stated that Mr. Justice Parker had prac-
tically stultified himself in a judgment
that he gave, in order to save himself £2
or £3 a year. I refar to the case of
temporary wuiters employed at night, at
10s. for two or three hours’ work. The
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appeliants required 15s. Mr. Justice
Parker, I think from the bench, said that
he usually paid 10s., which seems a fair
remuneration for two or three hours’
work. When that award was given, the
gentlemen interested absolutely said pub-
licly that Mr. Justice Parker was biased
because he, probably two or three times
a year, engaged an extra waiter and did
not wish to pay him 15s.

Mz. Hewsuaw: Do you know that in
the award thers was a provision of a
minimum wage for waiters of £1 per
week P

Mr. H. BROWN: One of your chief
men said of Mr. Justice Parker that
rather than increase the pay of a waiter
from 10s. to 15s., he delivered a biased
judgment. Now would a Judge, for the
sake of a few paltry pounds a year, thus
prejudice himself in the eyes of the
public? Again, with reference to prefer-
ence to unionists, that is the only objec-
tion I baveto the political Labour party.
I, as well as the political Labour party,
am here to represent the workers of
Perth; and I say that the nonunionist
should require and get the same protec-
tion a8 & member of that party. The
occupations of many men preclude their
i‘oiuing unions. If it were attempted by
egislation to give preference to nonunion-
ists, Labour members would naturally
object; and if non-preference is good for
one it ig good for another. With refer-
ence to population and immigration, no
doubt stronger effurts should be made to
put the unemployed on the land, if they
will go. The members of the Opposition
say practically “Our wealth is our
labour.” Well, if it is, we arve told by
the member for Coolgardie (Dr. Ellis)
that there is plenty of such wealth about
the country—-the unemployed. But the
Opposition are altogether against the
intreduction of capital.

Lasour MemMBERs: We never said go.

Mr. H BROWN: You are aguinst
borrowing, and I cannot, realise the why
or the wherefore. This State must have
capital. Why cannot we drop this war-
fare, and try to curry favour with the
capitalists, try to bring them into the
country instead of fighting them at every
possible opportunity 7 'We know well
that the labour of any of us is absolutely
useless without capital; and the truth of
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that is cxemplified when you youtselves
say that your labour is your capital
If it istrue that labour is capital and you
have plenty of men unempqoyed, as one
wember has snid, then you bave plenty
of wealth ; but when it comes to putting
mep on the land wnd expecting them to
get a living by cultivating it, we must
recognise it is useless to do so unless the
men bave some capital to start with.
With reference to land settlement, I do
think the new system of field-work which
is being tried in the South-West is very
good; and I can go farther, as I have
said on a public platform befere, that
from my experience as a magistrate
sitting occasionally in a police conrt I do
think it is absolulely criminal to send
men, when sentenced on charges of
drunkennpess, to serve a term among
eriminals in a gaol. I do not regard it
as a very great crime when a man is
brought up on a charge of drunkenness;
but I do think we are breeding up a class
of criminals by having no means of
keeping such men, when sentenced for a
short term, from suffering by contamina.
tion with criminals in our prisons. If
an attempt is to be made to clear the
lands of the colony, one practical way
would be to give these men who are con-
victed for slight offences an opportanity
of some proper employment by putting
them to work on the land, say by some
system of payment by wages or reward,
and this would enable them while under-
going sentence to earn something for
their families. If you get the value of
their work, that will be something in
return for the wages given. Men coming
from the goldfields to the coast would
readily settle on the land as cultivators if
some system of clearing conld be devised
by which they could earn something
while clearing the land. As T have said,
a system of putting men on the land as
cultivators without some money to start
with is useless; and I think it would be
almost criminal to bring men from out-
side the State into this country with their
expectation of settling on land, but
starting without weans to carry them on.
By the system T have suggested in regard
to persons under gentence, you could take
the better class of criminals from the
gaols and set them to clearing the land,
and by some payment or reward you
would enable such men, and would
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attract other men, to go on the land and
reap the reward of their exertions.

Mr. Mowaw: That is advanced
socialism,

Mz. H. BROWN : It may be socialism,
but it is & work that will well repay the
State. It would be far better to keep
these men in occupation than waste their
time in doing nothing while under

sentence. In conclusion, I have to thank

hon. members for the hearing they have
given me.

Me. Hensaaw : You have not referred
to the back slums of the city.

Mz. H. BROWN : With regard to the
remark of the member for Collie, I have
given a8 much time if not meore tie fo
the work of the city in municipal matters
as any mayor during the last few years;
and I nay say I was surprised to find the
back parts of the city in the state they
are. I hope that, with the assistance of
the Central Board of Health, the City
Conncil will be able to make Perth a city
fit to livein. T am going throngh with
the work now, and although I know it is
o nauseous job and one that will bring
me bad feeling from a nuwmber of land
vwners in this State and particularly in
Perth, yet during the short peried I have
to serve as mayor of Perth I am going,
without fear or favour, to carry out that
action in its entirety, and I intend to
back up my officers every time, and will
not be approached by any land owner.
In every case where awners of property
have approached me since this matter
came up I have told them that
1 will not go behind my officers.
Those officers have full instructions to
carry out the demolition of buildings
that are not fit for habitation. I hope
that in the Health Bill which is to come
before the House this session, Parlia-
ment will give the health boards greater
powers; not only in regard to health
matters in the city of Perth, but in refer-
ence to all mumcipalities in the State.
A building iy condemned as unfit for
human occupation, and while it remains
standing is o menace to the public health.
An amendment in regard to that will be
found in the new Bill, and I regret that
the workersliving in Perth have had to live
and sleep in the dens that they have had
in the wniddle of the city, and I hope this
will soon become a thing of the past.
With regard to health matters my friend

[ASSEMBLY.]

Fourth day.

the leader of the Opposition (Mr. Dag-
lish) knows the opposition and the
difficulties with which local boards of
health and the Central Board have to
deal. It would be almost better if the
supervision of health was taken out of
the hands of the municipal bodies ; but it
will be for this House to say during
the present session what provisions shall
be made for improving the present con-
dition, particularly to provide that a
district medical officer who is discon-
nected with any locality shonld be given
entire charge of the inspection, and so do
awny with the present dual control.

Mr. Awawin: All local boards do not
clash with the Central Board of Health.

Mz. H. BROWN : The Central Board
of Health have supreme control over the
local boards, and can come in whenever
they like and supersede a local board.
Every member of the Central Board is
an old employee; every one of the offi-
cials, the inspectors at all events, have
besn old servants; and itis their faulf
that Perth is in the present condition in
regard to health. Whilst T am mayor
of Perth, I have peither the time nor have
I the inclination to go behind wy officials.
I am sure the hon. member would not
have me or any councillor to go round
acting the part of inspectors in Perth. If
you have inspectors, trust them; and
when you find them not doing their work,
get rid of them. (General applause.)

Mz. P. J. LYNCH (Mt. Leonora): I
rise to take part in the discussion,
although if I were allowed to express the
opinion of an individual neophyte, I
should not offer any excuse for the pro-
longation of this debate.  Still, noticing
the unwillingness of members of the
Government to force a conclusion, the
time must be spent, uselesaly perbaps, in
going over ground that has already been
touched on more or less by other mem.
bers. T fear I can add but little evidence
to that given already by members on
this (Labour cross-bench) side of
the House, in support of the stand they
have taken; but representing a constitu-
ency which is far removed from here, and
which on that account may have special
reasons for looking upon the proposal
now before the House, I feel that T may
endeavour to offer some reasons that have
hitherto not been touched on. It has been
contended to-day by oue of the morning
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newspapers that the proper course to be
taken was for the Opposition in this
House to cite their case and let the
leader of the Government reply. To my
mwind, if that course were adopted it
would destroy all chance of cross-exami-
nation; for i the course of defence the
leader of the Government might use some
arguments that were assailable, and that
is the reason to my mind why the fairest
course is that which is being followed in
the present case, for each member on each
side to atate his view of the question. In
the reply made by the Premier on Tues-
day, we find that not only did he strive
to reply to what is called the indictment
made by the Tabour party, but he also
indicted the Lubour party in turn. On
hiz part, we were referred to as the
“trades hall party,” and he also referred
to the caucus in terms that were not com-
plimentary. It is nevessary on our part
to reply to those charges in brief. For
my purt I am not at all asbamed of
belonging to a political party in the
House that is associated with trade
unions, and I am at a loss to know why
any member on the Government side
should taunt members on this side with
trade unionism, or with any tuint that
may be associated with it. I would
direct their attention to that period in
the progress of this country when, were
it not for trade unicnism, the country
would have been at a low ebb, not only
socially but industriously. [ direct atten-
tion to the time when trade unionism was
utterly smashed up, and T may say that
I was one of the band who suffered a
reduction of wages equal to 1ls. per
week as the result of the annihilation of
trade unionjem. 1 want members on
that side of the House to justify their
stand in saying that we on thig side
sbould not be associated with trade
unionism, which has been the means of
rescuing the workers from: the bad con-
dition of that previous pericd. We also
hear reference made to a pledge, as
though men on this side of the House
were bereft of every sense of honour by
being pinned to the assurances they
gave their electors on the hustings.
Ours 18 a business pledge, and we
feel that whatever we utter on the
hustings we should not be ashamed
to bind our signatures to afterwards.
We recognise that in doing this we are
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treating with avarage humanity. It is
true that if we were dealing with ideal
humanity we could trust their word to
the full, and a pledge would not be
necessary ; but we have not George
Washingtons and Cincinnatuses, we are
dealing with average humanity, and we
have come to the conclusio), after sam-
pling it not only in Australia but in the
old world, that we have to bind men in
black and white to wake them adhere to
the pledges given by them on the hust-
ings. That ie the origin of the pledge,
and it appears to be nothing wore than
what a business man in every-day life
would insgist on. Is it not more neces-
sary to have a pledge when works are
bemg done in the interests of a nation,
or in the interests of a community, than
it is for a mere business transaction in
buying and selling? We take a receipt
aud we give a receipt, and we need the
signature of the vendor in return. We
need a pledge, and that is the reason
why the Labour party have adopted it,
to consolidate our forces, so that we can
confront the wan with bold type and his
own assurance. We are also charged
that we meet in caucus; as if that were
something wousual in the history of the
political arena! We find that no later
than last week or so the Ministerial
party have had occasion to resort to
caucus, in order to farther their own
ends. But they went etill farther, and
actually had a sentinel outside the pre-
cincts of the building to ensure secrecy.
There is a Jegend in the Caunibal
Islands—T think it is Fiji— where if is
held sacred that no white man should
be allowed within a certain radins when
8 gecrot conclave is being held. T am
at a loss to koow why the Minis-
terial party should have shown such
signg of reverting to the old cave-
dwellers’ ideas as this. The TLabour
party bave adopted the ecaucus, which has
been in existence ever since parlismentary
government was instituted, ever since
the great Reform Bill of 1832: we are
only copying the example which has been
get for us. There is this farther justifica-
tion as to the adoption of the pledge on
the part of the Labour party. With other
political parties the cauncus has been
adbhered to to obtuin the allegiance of
smaller politicians to the greater person-
alitiea. There were times when the two
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parties were so much alike in their plat-
form that the difference was as siight us
that between tweedledum and tweedledee.
At that time the cancus was resorted to {o
farther the ends of those who wished to
control the rival factions. What is the
difference in relation to the Labour party?
'We adopt the caucus for the purpose of
securing the adhesion, the allegiance, and
the loyalty of those who believe in every
plank of our platform. The caucus is
used to ensure the allegiance of each
member of the party to the carrying out
and the advocacy of that platform. Tt
should be unnecessary to indulge at any
length in this discuesion; at the same
time thers are a few salient matters that
I cannot help referring to. The first is
that the present Ministry take serious
objection to being deposed, in comse-
quence of the loyal services they have
given, and the progressive character of
their legislation.

Tre Minister For Lawxps: Our
legislation is on the statute book, and
speaks for itself.

Me. LYNCH : Is it unt true that you
bave had to depend upon the votes of the
Y.abour party for your existence P

Tee MinisreErR ror Lanps: No; we
repudiate that statement.

Me. LYNCH : Turning to the objec-
tion of the present Ministry to be
turned out of office, is it not true that
some of the members of the Ministry
were for years seeking to oust another
Ministry from office? And as far
as gervices went, they do not equal
the records of that Ministry whom they
sought to turn out. There is the Cool-
gardie Water Scheme; the Premier con-
tinually opposed that sehewe, which I
may say is nothing but the life-blood of
the great industry of this country. Then
there was the progressive railway policy,
which is also attributable to Sir John
Forrest. ‘There are the inland water
gchemes, which give drink %o those in the
interior. The extension of the railways
and the telegraphs owes its origin to
the administration of Sir John Forrest.
We bhave also the Arbitration Act, and
notwithstanding that we have heard many
things said of Sir John Forrest and the
difficnltics he sometimes experienced in
getting that recognition which was due,
I say that the introduction and paseage
of such a measure as the Arbitration Act
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stands as & monument to his statesman.
ship. When the time comes to write the
pames of the statesmen of this State, that
of Sir John Forrest will be entitled to the
worthiest place. The present Govern-
ment attempted to depose that gentleman
from office. The Premier is anxious to
know the real root of the trouble why he
is being turned out of office. The
country wants to know why Mr. James
and his nssociates are continuing in office,
and the thinking elector wants to kmow
why that composite Ministry should
remain in power. I say composite,
because the dangling of a portfolic has
made some of ihe members of that
Ministry come together and effect a
reconciliation. The electors bhave ex-
pressed themselves so unmistakedly on
the point. The electors have good
memories, end they remember that some
of the members on the Ministerial bench,
before a portfolio was dangled in front of
them, searched the English vocabulary to
find the most bitter things to say
against one another. The electors now
want to know why there has been
s0 happy a reconciliation, When the
average elector reflects on the statements
made by Ministers before they accepted
portfolios, and when they reflect that
certain mewmbers actunlly shifted their
seats in order to escape the odium
of certain other persons, they are forced
to ask themselves, do the present
Ministerialists wish us to look like a
parcel of fools? Do the Ministry want
the people of the country to appeuar as so
many fools, incapable of reasoning? Do
the Ministry think that the electors forgot
the very next day the actions of the
past? T think the electors have come to
the conclusion that the opinions expressed
by certain members of the Government of
one another were hollow in the extreme.
As for as the statement of the Premier
i coucerned, that the Tabour party
attempted to best him, if the Premier
was acquuinted with the evolution of
political events he wust speedily have
come to the conclusion that it was the
only natural thing to be expected. The
Labour party in their numbers are only
what was to be expected with the gradual
extension of the franchise, and the re-
moval of the disabilities from those who
had, in the past, been robbed of their
political rights. The Labour members
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had certainly not much fo thank the
influential Press of the State for. The
Labour party as they appear here to-day
are not only entitled to accept the respon-
sibility thrust upon thewm, but they are
entitled to far more credit than they get.
If we reflect we will find that before the
entry of the Labour party into the arena
of politics their exertions were not recog-
nised. The Labonr party came into
existence in New South Wales in 1892.
A convention had been held the year pre-
viously for the purpose of bringing into
existence a constitution for the Common-
wealth of Australiz, Sir Henry Parkes
being chairman of that convention.
Throughout the discussions which ocen-
pied the attention of that convention not
a word was said about one man one vote.
A convention was held some yeary after.
wards in Adelaide, and a draft con-
stitution was agreed upon. During the
short interval of sevem or eight years
thig great reform had passed from the
stage when it was not recognised until
it finds a lasting place in the Constitution
of the Commonwealth. Has that not
been attributable to the Labour party in
New South Wales? The people of the
conntry are somewhat slow in recognising
the obligations which they owe to the
Labour party in this connection. Coming
nearer home, I may mention, as a farther
justification of the Labour party, that
they have been respousible for a great
many laws whick find a place in our
statute book, and which, had the Labour

ty not been in existence, would not
E:;e been passed. Amongst these are
the Arbitration Act, old age pensions, the
liberal franchise, unimproved land value
taxation: all these measures are now
within the arena of practical politics,
and they bave been brought about, in
a great measure, owing to the exertions
of the Labour party. That is a
justification of the present position
of affairs, and in mno sense do I
offer an apology for the Labour party,
and certainly not for the responsibility of
criticism or even of power thrown upon
them. With regard to the shortcomings
of the last Ministry I want to assert that
in many Acts, brand-new pieces of legis-
lation, there are so many shortcomings,
flaws and defects that it means a wide
divergence by the Ministeriul side from
the policy of the Opposition. Before
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proceeding with that I may mention that
last year the Estimates included extrava-
gant expenditure ; and an unwillingness
to develop the industries of this State
has Dbeen a chief feature of the administra-
tion of the present Ministry. When we
find the lavish expenditure on roads and
bridges, especially on the roads round
the Caves down south and on park
improvements at the Zoological Gurdens,
and at the same time the parsimony
shown in providing ample school accom-
modation on the goldfields, that forms a
special count in the indictment of the
Ministry. I know centresin that country
with 200 and 300 inhabitants which are
without a school, and this lavish ex-
penditure to which I refer has been
the chief characteristic of the Ministry
now sceking for a fresh leawe of office.
We come to the Mining Aect, which no
doubt is in many respects all right.

Tee Mivisrer For Mings: Tell us
how the Mining Estimates were treated,
and the large increases in the Mines
Department this year.

Mr. LYNCH: L am prepared to give
the Minister for Mines all credit for
many administrative acts. As faras the
Mining Act is concerned it still contains
flaws of & sufliciently grave character for
it to be absolutely useless as a piece of
legislation to serve the hewers on the
fields. Perbaps after all there could be
no more condemnatory reference, from
the workers' point of view, in regard to
the measure than the opinions expressed
by the Chamber of Mines; and in this
connection I should like to draw the
attention of the Minister to the fact that
he regarded as one proof of impartiality
the fact that the Chamber of Mines, after
having gone ecarefully through the Bill,
took exception to ouly one solitary clauge,
and that clause was taken exception to
on highly justifiable and at the same
time specific grounds. The clause to
which they took exception was a simple
one that mining companies should be
saddled with a provision that a labourer's
wages equal to o month’s pay should take
priority of all other claims. They wanted
to know why the mining industry, and
rightly so, should be singled out for
such an imposition. They were quite right.
On all other clauses of the Bill they were
silent; and I put it to the Minister

‘whether that silence does not point to
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the fact that the Mining Act was framed
on lines that suited the Chamber of
Mines whilst it was unsuited to workers.
In regard to rent for mining leases we
find that a provision remains whereby
struggling men are charged one pound an
acre for land which probably does not do
more than provide them with a living.
The Act is in the same position as it was
when the present Ministry came into
office ; and npotwithstanding that the
goldfields in the persons of 13 mining
representatives have come here with the
express intestion of repealing that paa-
ticolar clause, the James Mimastry, which
now asks for a remewed lease of confi-
dence, sags the measure is perfect in
every defail. Take the expression of
opimion of 13 as against three. The
measure is not, a progressive one, and
does not commend itself to the peaple
mainly interested, namely the workers
and dwellers on the goldfields. We
come now to amnother wmuch-debated
subject, and I confess that from present
appearances it dees not command that
special attention which perhaps it needed
sone time ago; that is a provision in the
Bill to so regulate the supply of labour
that those who come from other parts of
Europe shall not be anything like an
unreasonable proportion of those toiling
on the fields, The Minister for Mines
was very impressive on this point when
touring the guldfields, and be did not
disguise hiz williagness to include in
the Bill, or rather in the mining regu-
lations in the future, a clause specially
regulating the proportion of workers
there. This, of course, would only be fol-
lowing the example of Germany and other
States who have had to deal with this pro-
blem, . We find that the Governor's Speech
contains not a clause on the subject, not-
withstanding the expression of opinion nf
the Minister for Mines when on the fields.
I admit that this is not so serious as it
has Leen, but it is statesmanship to not
only recognise the present difficulty, but
to legislate for the future needs of the
people. when we find that this iay occur
in the future. I should like to have seen
some referemce in the Speech to the
allusions of the Minister when on the
fields.

Tue MiNistER For MinEs: There is a
reference to the Commission in the
Speech. |

E
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Me. LYNCH: I am talking of the
Governor's Speech, and I presume it is
on that the Minister for Mines is pro-
ceeding.

Tre Minisrer vor Mings: The Com-
mission will take evidence in regard to
these matters.

Mr. LYNCH : Icontend Iam justified
in drawing attention to this, as a vital
question so far as some fields are con.
cerned.. I have found Britishers there
who have been thrown on the road, and
at the same time some 50 or 60 per cent.
of foreigners have been employed on the
place. So, while there is a possibility of
a recurrence of a position of this kind, it
is only right that we should expect faith-

‘fulness to the professions wade by the

Minister for Mines.

Tae MintsTer For MInes: Youforget
they have to publish their rules in
Ttalian.

Mr, LYNCH: We come to the Jand
policy, and that does not so keenly affact
the welfare of the people of the fields.
Great advantage must ensue from a land
policy of o vigorous and progressive
character. Amongstthe undesirable fea-
tures of the Governor’s Speech is the
absence of reference to any intention to
provide against the accumulation of large
estates in the future. I find that the
policy of the (fovernment in order to
encourage cleser settlement is to repur-
chase estates, yet that a railway contractor
was actually successful in securing 20,000
acres of first-class land on 20 years' pur-
chase. It is showing a short-sighted
policy or worse when an area of that
description can be obtained. Such pro-
cedure will form in the very early future
a stumbling block to settlement. I con.
tend that the granting of these estates on
the one hand and the snbdivision of land
on the other, seems a stultifying of the
Ministry of the day. No man can deny
that it 15 the province of the statesman to
look to the future, and yet we find the
present Ministry buying up estates and
at the same time creating a condition of
affairs under which lnrge estates will be
built up. Does not that mean a positive
contradiction of policy ¥ They have the
power to resirict these large estates.
Wilkie Brothers got 20,000 acres of land
on the 20 years' purchase syslem ; angd if
that is a sample of what can be done, the
Ministers must have their eyes shut to
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future possibilities, and the necessity of
guarding against evile which are now
growing by the accumulation of these
large estates. There is also the question
nf railway freights, which is rather a
time-honoured grievance I will briefly
refer to. I do uot seriously impugn the
figures of the member for Coolgardie (Dr.
Ellis) that the Eastern Goldfields line
yielded three million pounds in excess of
working expenses, or in other words has
actually paid for itself. [f that be so, it
shows this is the best paying portion of
the railway system. The inhabitants who
come within the range of the supply which
the Eastern Railway caters to are, on that
assumption, saddled with the finding of
wages for the huge army of workers who
are working the system, that is the non.
paying lines as well as the paying ones,
Ag members see in the Governor’s Speech
they are also saddled with the 4 per cent.
for interest on the capital cost of the
ratlways ; that is to say thatdwellers who
come within the range or the special
zone of the goldfields line are paying
the interest and working expenses of the
other portiong of the system. Now,
whilst that is being done we also notice
a difference in the freight on household
goods delivered ; a difference so striking
thatit really means nothing short of agross
iniiustice to those people who have to find
" a livelihood within that area. The rate
for produce raised locally 1s £5 0. 10d. per
ton, as against a rate in the other States
of £2 5s. 7d., and thus we consider we
have a grievance of the first order. If it
is so necessary to encourage the butter
industry, the manufacturing industry, in
thia portion of the State, would it not be
fair and reasonable to encourage it at the
expense of all the inhabitants of the
State, rather than at the expense of those
residing in the mineral area? The more
scientific way of dealing with this matter
would be to have the local produce used
in the coastal regions in the neighbour-
hood where it is menufactured and
grown passed through a custom-house,
and thus have it, shortly, on the same
busis as the produce carried by the
railways at increased rates. And in
advocating this, I yield {o none on
that side of the House in my desire
that those who hold gold-mining pro-
perties, as well as those who hold other
properties in the State, shall receive
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justice as far as my vigour will command.
Wao are entering on an ¢ra of prosperity,
I hope, in this State. ‘We have gold to
the extent of one-eighth of the world's
output ; we also have coal, and notwith-
standing whbat has been said by the
member for Coolgardie (Dr. Elhs), I
believe the case against Collie coal is not
g0 bad as he has stated, for we have to
take into account the fact that the
country benefits by the royalty paid for
Collie coal. In referring to coal, I do
not wish to seriously impugn the figures
of the member for Coolgardie, but I do
wigh to see justice done to a local in-
dustry. The timber industry and the
pastoral industry of the Far North have
great future possibilities which cannot
well be gauged; and now that we are
entering on an era of prosperity. and
having the Tabour party in a menacing
attitude for assuming power, I want for
the future to see, as a member of the
State and a sharcholder in the com-
munity, that its welfare shall be just as
jealounsly guarded by the Labour party as
it can be by any other political party.
While we recognise that we will keep a
steady eye on the material prosperity of
the State as a whole, we will not lose
sight of, but rather make it of equal
inportance to look after, the material
welfare of the units that compose the
community ; and in doing this we will
not mar the progress of the State as a
whole, but rather assure the people that
the legislation contemplated by us ag a
party will, in the future not less than in
the past, conduce to the material welfare
and prosperity of the community as a
whole,. As to what Labour legislation
may do for a counfry, we see that
New Zealand has been rescued from
the brink of national insolvency, and
raised to such a condition of pros-
perity that it now occupies the premier
position among these dependencies. I
have only to say, in conclusion, that the
reason why the front Opposition bench
is now occupied by the Labour party is
m a great measure due to the intention
that they will in future carry out the
legislation which they desire, and will no
longer do it by proxy. Whatever beneficial
acts can be set down to tha Ministry of
the past, theirs is only a reflected Light;
and the sunon this (Oppositien) side of
the House intende to do its own shining
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in future, and not rely on the light of a
burnt-out planet. The Labour party
intend not only to legislate for improving
the condition of the workers, but also to
keep a careful eye on the material
prosperity of the country; believing that
this will ensure preater prosperity to the
State as a whole than it has enjoyed
hitherto. 1 bave no doubt this is the
intention of every member of the Labour
party, but I will not go so far as to say
it is the intention of every other member
in this House, because other members
who have spoken in the debate have
evidenced an almost worm-eaten, slavish
inclination to fear that the credit of the
country is at stake, and that all our
prosperity has been dependent on the
goodwilt and good graces of the money-
lender in the distance. I want to see the
time come when this State, as far as
possible, will be self-contained and
self-supporting, and will be independent
of the money-lender outside. In con-
clusion, this country need have no fear
that with the increased responsibility
which is thrown on the Labour party,
there will be any injury done to the
material interests of the country; for I
believe that as the party goes on increasing
in number, it will also increase in respect ;
and that the party on this gide, in being
veady to accept responsibility, will
preserve its name for cleanness of wdwmin-
istration, even in the bumbler walks of
life with which its members have been
connected.

[A pause ensued.]

Me. J. C. G. FOULEKES (Claremont) :
I regret to see a reluctance on the part of
some reembers on the Opposition cross-
benches to express their views. The
whole of the people are more anxious to
hear the views of some members than of
other members, particularly the member
for Kimberley (Mr. F. Connor) and the
member for West Perth (Mr. Moran).
It is not extraordinary that there should
be some criticism with regard to the
actions of a Ministry after it has been
some time in office. 'We have had a
Ministry that has been in office for prac-
tically three years, and during that time
bas had various subjects to deal with;
and as it is impossible for a Government
any more than for a private individual to
give satisfaction to all classes of the com-
wupity, it is only to be expected that
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certain criticisms should attach to deci-
siong they have arrived at, und to works
they have carried out. First we had
the Leake Government, then the James
Government. I listened carefully to the
indictment made by the leader of the
Opposition (Mr. Daglish}, and there
were two facts that struck me; firstly
that the charges brought against the
leader of the Administration (the Premier)
were g0 few in number, secondly tbat the
leader of the Opposition dealt only with
maftters of minor importance. Another
feature of his indictment was that al
these complaints were cobnected with
subjects not of first-cluss importance,
To illustrate, I may mention that at least
ten minutes of his important speech were
devoted to the domestic side of Subiaco.
I have said the matters of compiaint
brought forward by the leader of the
Opposition were small in number. I can
only deal now with the various charges
brought forward by the various speakers,
It seems to me extraordinary that the
leader of the Opposition should have so
few charges to bring against a Govern-
ment that has been in existence three
years. I soon realised the real reason
why 50 few charges were brought forward
by bim. Of course the reason is that
during the last three vears there have
been no more loynl supporters of the
Government policy than the members
who now sit on the front Opposition bench,
Every decision arrived at und every public
work corried out by the Government have
Eractica.]ly received the support of the

abour party ir the last Parlinment,
Naturally it cannot be expected that the
member for Subiace, the leader of the
Opposition, who has always been fairly
consistent, should bring = long list of
charges against the Jawmes Government,
because there have been no more loynl
supporters of that party than the wem-
ber for Subiaco and the member for
Kunowna (Mr. Hastie}). Whenever there
was the slightest doubt regarding the
existence of the James Government there
were no more panic-stricken membeors
than those two. Of course we are deeply
grateful for their efforts, and the Minister
for Lands is also deeply grauteful. I
recognise sonie members in the Labour
purty ¥ ere not in aympathy with the rest.
I remerrter that there were two members
who d°¢ nct support the others in their
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support of the James Government, those
being the member for North Murchison
(Mr. Holman) and the member for Mt.
Margaret (Mr. Taylor). We know those
two bon. members bitterly assailed their
colleagues for giving such support to the
Jawes Government. They were not list-
ened to at the time; but still I have come
to the conclusion that there canmot be
any more bitter attacke made by the
members of the Labour party against the
James Government than the personal
attack made by the member for Mt.
Margaret against the member for Kan-
owna for the gratefal assistance the latter
gave to the Government at all times. I
have been very wmuch struck with the
lenient and minor complaints, because we
cannot treat them as serious, brought by
the member for Subiaco against the James
Government. Compare these minor com-
plaints with the sertous charges made by
the member for Mount Margaret against
the member for Kanowna for supporti

the Government! I should like to call
the attention of the new members of the
Labour party to thia. Of courseI recog-
nise the fact that they have made up
their minds to vote against the James
Government; but when they record their
vote it carries a certain amount of
responsibility. I should like to call
attention to the fact that, in recording a
vote against the James Government, they
are also recording a vote against the
Labour members of the last Parliament.
We cannot get, away from that fact, It
is a reasonable conclusion. The real
reason brought forward with regard to
the removal of the James Government
is the reason given by the member for
Hannans (Mr. Nelson). He gave us a
most interesting speech; ard he was very
frank, more than some others to whom I
listened. He said, so far as he was con-
cerned, he had no cause of complaint
against the James Glovernment. He
admnitted it was the best we had ever had
in this State, and said that he took care
at any time never to say a word against
that Government. He attributed the
reason of the arrival of 50 many Labour
members here to the widespread Labour
movement in other parts of the world;
and he instanced America and Germany.
It ceemed to me to be a most extra-
ordinary reason that whatever the state
of affairs in America might be with
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regard to labour and capital, it should
affect this far-off portion of the British
dominions. The hon. mewmber made
mention of another fact also from which
one can draw a conclusion. He spoke of
the Labour party in Germany. He must
have quite ignored the fact that there is
no Labour party in Germany.

Mg. Nerson: What ?

Me. FOULKES: There is a Socialistic
party, and therefore I have come to this
conclusion, that becamse the socialistic
party have been flourishing in Germany,
the member for Hannans thinks the
Labour party, as he calls them, should
fourish to a greater extent in this State.
He seemed to think that because they
are socialistic in Germany the Labour
party here should also be considered as
having socialistic tendencies.

Me. Moxraw: What is the difference in
the policies ?

Mr. FOULEES: I do not know,
although I know that a short time ago
the varions Labour bodies in this State
sent a delegate to attend a socialist con-
ference to be held at Amsterdam, so that
there must be a great deal of connection
between the Labour parties here and the
sociplistic parties of Amsterdam and
Germany. Oneitem brought forward by
the wmember for Subiaco was a®charge
with regard to mining administration
and with regard to a recent case tried in
the Supreme Court. I refer to the case
of a warden on the goldfields (I forget
his name for the moment) against the
Minister for Mines for slander and
wrongful dismissal. Of course, we know
that the case was tried before a judge
and jury, and that a verdict was given by
the jury, I think for the sum of £2,500
as damages.

Tur PrEMier: £2,750.

Me. FOULEES: Being a lawyer, T
know something as to how cases are
presented before a jury; and [ can
inform the House that it is always very
difficult to defend a Government or a
company before a jury. Juries either
consciously or unconsciously have a certain
amount of prejudice, well known among
lawyers, against Governments and against
companies. Corapanies and Governments
do not enlist the same amount of sympathy
in the minds of a jurythat the single indi-
vidual is likely to enlist, and the reason
for that is to a certain extent natural.
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They think that a (overnment and a
company have unlimited funds at their
disposal, and for that reason juries are
always likely to err on the liberal side in
the matter of damages. In this case the
jury awarded u verdict of £2,750; but the
Minister appealed against that decision
to the Full Court, and usked that there
should be a new trial granted. The
warden attended before that Court of
Appeal, and the Full Court said to him
(I am abbreviating as mouch as possible)
“1f you will consent to a verdict of £1,000
we will let that stand. If you will not
consent to it, we shall make an order for
& new trial.” The Judges by that to my
mind showed their appreciation of the
verdict and damages awarded by the
jury, and certainly the complainant him.
self could not have felt on very secure
ground when be was willing to give up
£1,750 rather than face the ordeal of a
new trial. 8o that verdict is not so con-
vincing to my mind that the action of
the Minister was wrong, because I know
from experience that verdicts given against
a Government and companies are not
always to be relied uvpon, and the records
of the Supreme Court will prove to us
that frequently verdicts given by juries
under these conditions are upset and
damages in a great number of cases
reduced. The mewmber for Subiaco gave
a homily on the Minister bringing serious
charges against a private individval ; and
to that extent, of course, I was very miuch
in sympathy with him; but to my horror
and amazement that same member for
Subiacoa few minutes afterwards breathed
denunciations againgt a man who is well
known in this State, and spoke of him
in most abusive terms, spoke of him as a
tyrannical employer. I know nothing of
this gentleman, nor of the manmer in
which he carries out his duties. At that
time the member for Subiaco was dis-
cussing the question of taking postal
votes, and he complained that Mr. M. C.
Davies had been appointed to take postal
votes, and spoke of him as a tyranmical
employer. I felt sorry to hear the
member for Subiaco speak in abusive
terms of Mr. Davies, becavse I know he is
# large employer of labour. The member
for Subiaco s likely in a short time to
meet this House as its Premier. Already
by his many good qualities he bas
obtained a high position in the House;
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and I regret very much that, with the
prospects he has before him, he should
use epithets towards employers of that
class. I consider it is the duty of every
member of this House, whether employer
or employee, at alltimes to do his ntmost
to try and bring employers and emplovees
more in accord one with the other, and to
abstain at all times from nsing terms of
abuse towards ome class or another.
There are always times of discord between
employers and employees, but abusive
language of that kind 1s not the best way
to bridge over the differences between
them, The mewmber who preceded wme
gave us a citation about the effect of
caucus. I do not know very much about
caucus, because I have wnot attended
many. We had a meeting the other day
of Ministerial supporters, and there was
nothing secret with regard to it.  Some-
body said something about 2 sentinel. I
never saw any. I can assure members
that out of all the members at that
meeting there were mo pledpes taken,
Nothing was taken in writing, because it
was not necessary to ask us to define our
views,and to put our names to them. We
had sufficient confidence in one another,

Mr. Warra: So have we.

Mr. FOULKES: That seems extra-
ordinary when the hon, member gave us
to understand the other day that it was
abgolately necessary to have n written
pledge.

Mr. Warrs: To the electors.
never takes any pledge.

Mgz. FOULKES: There are 22 Labour
members in this House, and if 12 of you
decide that the James Government must
be maintained, although 10 members may
be in opposition to the proposal they ave
still pledged to go with the majority and
support the James Government. Thatis
the difference between this side of the
House and the other side. I remember
when I first joined this House a few
years ago, there wus a caucus held of the
seven Labour members at that time, and
it was decided by & majority of four to
three or five to two that the Jaumes Gov-
ernment should be supported in office.
We found some time afterwards the
whole of the wembers of the Labour
party were agreed to support the James
Government in office, although two of
the members did not approve of that. It
is a matter of history that in New South

Caucus
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Wales, by a majority of one, the Labour
members decided to support a certain
Government; and although there was
such a narrow majority in the Labour
caucus, the whole of the Labour members
in that Parliament were pledged to give
their support to the Government. I said
just now that the country was anxious to
hear something of the views of the mewm-
ber for West Perth (Mr. Moran) and the
member for Kimberley (Mr. Connor). I
should like to remind the Labour party
and the members of those constituencies
I have mentioned, that even if they do
put the James Government out of office
the Labour party themselves have not a
sufficient majority in this House. They
only consiat of 22 members, and there-
fore if they want to carry legislation in
this House they will be dependent on the
goodwill of the member for Kimberley,
the member for West Perth, and the
member for Dundas (Mr. Thomas).
These are the three members who control
the situation. T have a cerfain amount
of sympathy for the leaders of the Labour
party for the position in which they will
find themselves, because I feel certain
they will find those three members hard
taskmasters, if they want to get their
support. The member for Beverley (Mr.
Harper} will also go against the James
Governmwent and will assist in turning out
that Gfoveroment. The state of affairs in
this House reminds me of an account
given by Lord Macaulay in one of his
esgays with regard to Russia. I forget
the title, but it gives an account of the
coronation of one of the Czara of Russia,
and it describes that at the time the
previous Czar had recently been assas-
sinated. The new Sovereign was to be
crowned, and Lord Macaulay describes
the procession of the new Czar on his
way to Moscow. Macaulay states that
in this procession the Czar was preceded
by the assassins of his predecessor,
behind him was a rear-guard consisting
of the assassins of his grandfather, while
around about him were his own assassing
(later). You will find this will be the
posgition, that the member for Kanowna
(Mr. Hastie), the member for West Perth,
the member for Dundas, and the member
for Kimberley will be the escort of the
member jor Subiaco (Mr. Daglish) to the
Treasury benches. The member for
Subiaco will find that, although these
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members assist him in assussinating
(I speak in a political sense) the present
Government, they will be equally ready
to politically assassinate the successors
of the present Government, in a very
short time. They will also find that the
member for Beverley will be equally
ready to assassinate them. So under these
circomstances one can see the Labour
party will bave a difficult and try-
ing time before them. They may
consider now they are winning a great
vigtory in turning the James Government
out, but from what I can see owing to
the fact that they have no majority they
will be hopelessly at the mercy of the
other members of the House. They may
congider themselves in office, but I can
assure the members of the Labour party
that they will not be in power, Although
I say this, T can assure them that so far
as the mewbers of this side of the
House are concerned they will try and
aggist them in carrying oot measures
which are likely to do good to the
country. ‘The Labour party pose, forn
long time have posed, as though they were
the only people who had political salva-
tion. They always refrusin from men-
tioning any good work done by the Gov-
ernment, and they only take care to
mention what good iz done by them-
selves. Whatever is done is always done
by them. The member for Kanowna
interrupted five minutes ago, and the
fact of his doing so brings to my mind—
he will remember it very well—an inci-
dent that happened two years ago. T
can remember very well when the mem-
ber for DMurray (Mr. W. Atkins) was
returned to the Assembly. At that time
when Mr. Atkinge made his maiden
speech in the House, the member for
Kanowna, who is at all times a kind-
hearted man, congratulated him upon the
excellent speech he had made. I should
like to tell the new members of the
House and to warn them of the shocking
results that happened to the member for
Kanowna, who had to explain to some
political labour bedy, and apologise and
give reasons for the congratulations he
had given to Mr. Atkins. I do notknow
what they said to him, but I remem-
ber when he enme back. The result of
it has been that I never afterwards
heard him or any other Labour member
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in the last Parliament speak well of
another member of the House.

Mr. Jouwsow: That is wrong.

Mr. FOULKES: It is quite true.
Perhaps they have learned a bitter
lesson from the experience of the mem-
ber for Kanowna, and have refrained
from giving credit when any good acts
have been done by the James Govern-
ment. I do not think it lis very credit-
able to them to pose as if they were the
political saviours of the country, and
as if they were the only true friends of
the working class. They have no right
whatever to that title, There are other
men in this House who take quite as
great an interest in the prosperity and
welfare of the labouring class as do the
members of the Labour party. There are
a certain type of religious people who
think that unless a person belongs to
their particular faith he has no chance
of salvation. Unfortunately in polities
in labour circles the same kind of thing
prevails. They try to make people think
there is no hope of political salvation unless
a man belongs to the political Tabour
party. That is the idea they try to
convey. [Interjection by Mr. HoLman.]
I hope the hon. member will not inter-
rupt me. If he does, I shall be obliged
to report him to that board of control.
{General langhter on Labour benches).
I hope 1 have not frightened him. I did
not mean to do it.

Me. Hormaw : I won't do it again.

Me. FOULKES : I believe it hag been
arranged that all communications be-
tween the culprit and this board of con-
trol are to be treated as strictly con-
fidentinl. I will not prosecute him before
that board unduly, and I only mention
this just to warn him of misconduet on
his part.

Me. Hormaw: It will have great effect.

Me. FOULEES: We can congratu-
late ourselves on the whole upon the state
of affairs in this State. There are great
prospects before ua. All that is required
18 good government, and it is the duty
therefore of every member in the House,
no matter on what side he sits, to give the
very best atteotion, irrespective of party,
to the welfare of the State. I believe that
the members of the Labour party are
keenly anxious for the prosperity of the
State to continue. All I ask them to do
is to try in justice to view as digpassion-
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ately as poesible the opinions of those
outside the Lahour party, and give us
credit, for honesty of purpose ; not looking
upou us, because we are not members of
the Labour party, as being enemies. We
are as sincerely desirous for the welfare
of labour as you are, and we are also
equally desirous for a permanent and
strong Government to remain in office for
the welfare of this country.

Mr. G. TAYLOR (Mi. Margaret):
This is the first time I bave had the
pleasure of addressing the House since
you, Mr. Speaker, have attained that high
and honourable position ; and I desire to
offer you my hearty congratulations. I
am sure you will fill that position in the
dignified manner which it demands. I
am also confident that no matter on what
side of the House a member may speak,
he will receive fair play throughout. Im
speaking on the amendment it will be
necessary for me to go over ground which
T have gone over previously in the old
Chamber. There are in this Chamber
24 new members, who perhaps only
watched the trend of politics as they
gleaned it from the Press. That being
go, and I Dbeing a member for three
years of the old Parliament, and hav-
Ing consistently opposed the present
Government, having been of the opinion
that the present Government did not
have the confidence of the peopls of this
State as far back as two and a-half years
ago, I am doubly competent to say to-day
that they have not got the confidence of
the State, as the result of the lust
elections has clearly proved. The result
gupports me in the contention which I
have held for some time.

Tae MixmsTer rFor Lanps:
particularly in Kanowna.

Me. TAYLOR: Yes. I am not going
to allow the Minister for Lands to draw
e in reference to Kanowna. The recent
elections, as I said before, have proved
beyond doubt that the James Govern.
ment have run the length of their tether.
1t will be necessary for me to speak of
the time when there was a change in the
Premiers, when Mr. Morgans succeeded
Mr. Leake, and when Mr, Leake returned
to power. By doing that I can point out
to the Chamber and to the country the
position of the present Premier. At that
time, when Mr. Leake was FPremier,
our present Premier was an honorary

More
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Minister in the Cabinet. Members of the
old Parliament will also remember that,
when the Morgans Government were
defeated and when the late Mr. Leake
resumed the Premiership of this State,
hiz then eclose colleague, the present
Premier, who was sitting directly behind
him in his first Parliament, also the late
Treasurer (Mr. Gardiner), his bosom
friend privately and politically, and also
the present Minister for Lands, who sat
directly behind the Leake Government
at that time, all of whom were earnest in
their desire and ably supported that
party until Mr. Leake took the position
of Premier on the gecond oceasion,
removed as far from the Leake Govern-
ment as was posmble. The member
for East Perth, who is now Premier,
gol on the Ministerial cross-benches ;
the Minister for Lands got back as far
as he could into the same bench as
that on which the Labour party sat; Mr.
CGturdiner, then member for Albany, sat
alongside the member for Bast Perth
on the cross-benches. Practically they
savered their ullegiance from their political
and private friend, the late Mr. Leake.
For what reason? The reason then given
to this Chamber and to the country was
the inclusion of the present Treasurer
(Hon. C. H. Rason), who then held the
position of Minister for Works. I have
dealt with this matter in this Chamber at
great length on different occasions. I
will not go into it in details; but it is
necessary for the guidance of newmembers
of this House that I should refer to the
position as it was at that time. The
position I took up at that time I have
maintained ever since, for I am sure
neither the Premier, nor any of his
Cabinet Ministers, nor any member on
the Govermnent side of the House can
accuse me of being inconsistent; and no
one knows better than my friend the
present Minister for Works (Hon. J. L.
Nanson), for he and I sat quite close
together on the Qpposition cross-benches.

Tae MIRISTER ¥OR Lanps: Joint con-
spirators.

Mg. TAYLOR: I am surprised, if the
Minister is earnest in that remark, that he
wonld sit in Cabinet with a conspirator.
I do not know whether he spoke in joke.
When we realise what the member for
Boulder has done to reach the position
he now holds we shall not be surprised.
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‘We shall not be surprised when we bring
our memories back to the violent attacks
the member for Boulder made on the
present Government after the late Mr.
Leake resumed power.

Mg. Trov: He has repented now.

Mg. TAYLOR: I do not know that he
has shown much sense of contrition. I
do know that he has drawn his salary
regularly.

Tae MinisTss ror Lanps: The mem-
ber for Mt. Margaret has not done that.

Me. TAYLOR: The member for Mt.
Margaret has done so, and he hopes to
see more honourable men sitting on the
Government benches. Whether I am
one of those or not, it matters little. T
will do the same in the future as I
have done in the past. Itisall I ean do
while in this Parliament to represent the
people of Mt. Margaret in a straightfor-
ward and honourable manner, and not to
allow any portfolios dangling before iny
eyes to prostitute my politics. Referring
to the position of po}itica at the time I
speak of, T would like to point out that
what was generally accepted as a split in
the Labour purty was caused by that
party desiring to support Mr. Leake’s
Government after the inclusion of Mr.
Rason. T held strong views then, and 1
hold strong views to-day, on any member
of the Labour party’s supporting people
who have turned traitor on their own
party. That was the position T took up
then, and T take up that position now. I
am sorry that I cannot say my friend the
member for Boulder feels so strongly in
that way. The Leake Gtovernment lasted
for a short while. We remember that
after Parliament prorogucd our late
friend, Mr. Leake, never met the House
again, Mr. Jumes, the then member for
East Perth, tock the position of Premier.
after having expressed his antipathy to
the inclusion in the Cabinet of the
Minister for Works. It was the first
time in the history of his political career
that he made himself objectionable to the
majority of electors of Western Aus-
tralin. I will say this, in justice to the
present Premier, that when I first came
to Perth three and a half years ago,
there was no man in Parliament who
stood so high in the opinion of the
workers on the coast as he did. T had
various conversations with those who
held high positions in industrial unions,
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and they spoke in glowing terms of him,
Bo high did be stand in the estimation of
the democrats of Western Australia, that
I believe he thought he could do amy-
thing he liked and still retain that
position. However, having joined that
Ministry after the position he took up
previously, he waned in the estimation of
the democrats of Western Australia.
‘We found his first move was to remove
from Cabinet the member for Cue (Br.
Ilingworth), replacing him by the mem-
ber for Albany (Mr. Gardiner.) Many
of us knew the long political campaigns
that the late Mr. Leake and Mr. Gardiner
had made on the Federal question, and
the intimacies and friendships that
existed between them ; and we find later
in this era of private and political friend-
ships Mr. Gardiner resigoned his position
in favour of the present member for
Greenough (Hon. J. L. Nanson}, so that
it might be taken by his former deur
friend and assassin. [ am speakiog
politically. No man made greater attacks
on the Leake Government than the then
member for Murchison, now the member
for Greenough.

At 630, The SPEAEER left the Chair
At 7-30, Chair resumed.

Mer. TAYLOR (continuing): When
the Speaker left the Chair, I had arrived
at the stage when Mr. James took the
poeition of Premier of the State. I bad

reviously pointed out that at that time
a had forfeited the coufidence of the
democrats of the State, owing to bis
having to condone two serious political
crimes. He had to condone the crime of
the appointment of the Commissioner of
Railways, and also the carrying out of
the secret purchase of Fremantle pro-
perties. It is necessary that I should
apeak of these two charges along with
others that I have made against the
Government during the last campaign,
and on frequent occasions during the last
two years of the old Parliament. What-
ever I have to say, and whenever I
mention Mr. George's name in the dis-
cusgion, I only do so to indicate that he
was the person who wus taken frow the
Opposition side of the House and
appoiuted to the position of Commis-
sioner of Railways. I am unot discussing
the merits or demerits of the Commis-
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sioner, but I am pointing out the mode
of that appointment. I mever did make
any serious objection to the appointment
of the Commisgicner. I dealt on previous
occasions with the mode of appointment,
and T say it was a political crime, for
there was no more hostile opponent to
the James @Government or the Leake
Government, of -which the James Govern-
ment were the successors, than the present
Commissioner of Railways when he sat
on the Opposition side of the House as
the member for the Murray.

Mr. Burees: What does it matter so
long as he is & good Commissioner ?

Mr. TAYLOR: I am not discussing
that watter. T thought I had made that
abundantly clear when I rose to speak.
I am discussing the mode of appoint-
ment, and I zay that it is bad for any
Government, when they are frightened
at an enemy, to give that enemy a position
such as Commissioner of Railways.
There is no doubt in my mind whatever
that the Commissioner of Railways was
bought by the Premier.

Mr. BureEs: Who bought the Inde.
pendent body ?

Mgr. TAYLOR: I am not respounsible
for the Independent members or an
member in this Chamber; if I wera {
should speak on their behalf. T am not
responsible for the appointment of the
Commissioner: that is a erime that rests
with the Government und the member for
York who supports them.

Mge. Burena: I was not here.

Me. TAYLOR: If the member for
York recognised this uction of the Guv-
ernment a3 a crime, he would not be
seated on the other side of the House
now, but on the Opposition side. He is
just ns guilty in keeping a Government
in power who committed such a crime as
if he were here when that crime was com-
mitted. It was known that the member
for Murray, the present Commissioner
of Railways, or it was believed that he
knew, a great deal more about the
Justice Parker case than has been found
out gince, and the outecome of that case
wag the Spear-Parker libel action. Itwas
the opinion of the Government that the
member for Murray should be silenced.
They recognised that in the member for
Murray they had a political enemy,
and the position of Commissioner was
made for him, and given to him, for that
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reason I believe. I am not alone in that
belief ; it is shared by numbers of people
throughout the State. That was one of
the first crimes committed by the present
Premier. Then there was the condoning
of the secret purchase, which was equally
bad. 1 am not going to say whether the
(overnment made a good or a bad pur-
chase; 1 am speaking about the principle
of the purchase, and I say it was bad.
No Government should secretly purchase
land or anything else; no Government
ghould spend the people's money without
firgt having the consent of Parliament.
These are the grounds on which 1 object
tothe Government, Ifeltsostronglyabout
these matters at the time, that I spoke
against the Government, and I spoke
against those crimes afterwards,and nowI
have an opportunity I again raige my voice
againgt that kind of adwinistration.
That was the first time on which the
Premier stepped down from the high
pedestal on which he stood in the
estimation of the people of Western
Australia. The Minister for Mines says
I am insinuating. I ammnot. Isay Ido
not know if the member for East Perth
took any hand or part either in the
appointment of Mr. (eorge, or whether
he was responsible in any way for the
secret purchase. I heard the Premier
excuse himself when he became Premier
by saying that he had loyally to support
hig predecessors. Members of the old
Parliament will remember when the
Premier first addressed the Chamber on
these questions, be pointed out that the
Oovernment who preceded him had done
these things, and he had to carry them
out loyally, and stand ot fall by them.
I am told he is loyal. He is loval at the
cost of his political honour. The
Premier then pointed out that he had no
desire to hold office for any length of
time; that his main object in becoming
Premier in his native State wag to pasa a,
Redistribution of Seats Bill that would
be more equitable than the Act then on
the statute-book, a Bill which would pro-
vide for fairer and more liberal repre-
sentation in this State, and by that
means he hoped to secure a better
Parliament and a better Government.
Did the Premier do that? No. He
brought in a Redistribution Bill which
he knew full well, and which this
Chamber knew full well, would not pass
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in another place. Thus he merely hood-
winked the people of Western Australia.
That is beyond doubt. No Minister
who sits on that Treasury bench can
contradict the statement. Tt was well
and widely known in this House that not
one of those Bills—the Redistribution,
the Electoral, or the Constitution Bill—
would pass in another place; conse-
quently there wag little or no discussion
of details in Committee on some of those
measures, As to the present Minister
for Works (BMr. Nanson), it is needless
for him to call for Hansard to read
extracts from his speeches on these
measures. The violent attacks made by
that member as leader of the Opposition
at the time will be recollected by mem-
bers of this House. Even those new
members, nambering 24 in this Chamber,
have, I suppose, read them in the news-
papers, and some of them have had an
opportunity of hearing the speach of
the hon. member in the Queen’s Hall,
just before that time. The secret
purchase alone is sufficient to justify
the country's loss of confidence in the pre-
sent Government. Onp that item alone,
without touching on the appointment of
the Commissioner of Railways, without
dealing with the Fremantle Harbour
Trust Bill, or with the action of the
Goverument in reference to the Minister
for Mines and his lawsuit with ex-
‘Warden Hicks — that secret purchase
alone is sufficient to condemn them. The
firat two charges are sufficiently severs
and sufficiently grave to warrant the
House removing the Government from
the Ministerial bench. I will now speak
with reference to the inclusion in the
Government of the present Minister for
Lands (Hon. J. M. Hopkins). That was
the next event which followed. Dr.
Jameson, then Minister for Lands, took a
position in South Africa, and his portfolio
became vacant. The Premier, having
successfully silenced the member for
Murray (Mr. W. J. George) by’appointing
him as Commissioner, followed that up
by offering the Lands portfolioc to the
present Minister, because he recognised
in the member for Boulder another for-
midable foe. That member had made
various attacks on the Govermmnent, and
ever went from Perth to the goldfields,
called public meetings, and raised the
indignation of the goldfields people
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against the James Grovernment for their
Redistribution Bill and other measures
before the House at that time. What
was the result? That when the Lands
portfolio was offered to the hon. member
he acted like other Ministers who bave
" joived since. All bis political ideals and
political principles were sunk, and he
accepted the portfolio of Lands. This
shows that the present Government have
held office for two years by purchasing
their opponents; and that is what has
ruined the present Premier in the eyes of
the electors of this State. These charges
were laid against the Government during
the general election campaign ; and, spite of
all the disparaging remarks made against
the Labour party, the issue was very
nearly a clean-cut issue. The question was
generally between the Labour man and
the Government supporter; the issue was
ag to the administration of the Govern-
ment; and with what result? The
Labour party was returned by a larger
number of electors than returned the
Government supporters and the Indepen-
dents put together. The combined forces
of Ministerialists and Independents did
not receive as much support at the
general election as did the Labour party.

Tee Minister For Mines: Will you
give the figures ?

Mge. TAYLQR: They have already
been given by various speakers, and I
shall not weary the House with figures;
but the Labour members received far
wore support for the seats they success-
fully contested than did any similar
number of Ministerial candidates.

Tae Minisrer For Mings: How
many votes were recorded in your favour?

Mgz. TAYLOR : There was no contest.

Tee MinIsTER For Mines: You had
an election.

Mg. TAYLOR: T had the honour of
being returned to Parliament, after three
years' opposition to the present Govern-
ment, without having a contest. Dealing
with that point, the Premier and the
then Treasurer (Mr. Gardiner),considered
one of the best speakers the (Government
had, travelled through wy district and
spoke in every centre from one end to the
other, in the attempt to weaken me with
my electors, and to secure the return of a
Government supporter.  And they failed.
They could not find even aman who dared
to stand. Now we know that not one
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Western Australian Premier ever pre-
viously travelled through the country
announcing his policy.

Tee Treasvrer (Hon. C. H. Rason):
Did not you travel in other districts, and
in some of your colleagues’ districts ?

Mz, TAYLOR : In every district that
I could visit, supporting my colleagues.

Tae TreasurEr : Not opposing them ?

Mz, TAYLOR: No. In every elec-
torate I spoke in during the election I
spoke in support of the Labour candi-
date. I spoke in the Menzies, the
Boulder, and the East Perth electorates.

Tee MiwistEr ror Mines: Not in
Kanowna ?

Mr. TAYLOR: After the selection
ballot I never spoke in Kanowna, not
even during the campaign. I will not
allow the Minister to place me in a false
position. Wherever I spoke during the
campaign 1 spoke against the Govern-
ment candidate and in support of the
Labour candidate; and bad it been
necessary for me in the campaign to
spesk in favour of the Labour candidate
in Kanowna, I was there to do so.

Tree MinisTer FOR Lanps: Mr. Hastie
is blushing.

Mg. TAYLOR: There is no need for
him to blush. [ was saying that Minis-
ters travelled through the Mt. Margaret
electorate with the object of securing a
man to oppose me.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES:
an election, you know,

Mr. TAYLOR: I had no election;
but the Minister had an election, and a
very close election ; and if it bad not been
for postal votes he would not be here.

Tae MintsrEr ror Mines: That is
absolutely untrue.

Mr. TAYLOR: I say the postal votes
put the hon. member in Parliament;
tbat the opposing candidate received 89
postal votes, and the Minister 150 odd.

Tee Mrwisrzr For Mrwes: That
statement is incorrect.

Me. TAYLOR: I have the figures,
and challenge the Minister to dispute
them. When I muke a statement here I
am in a position to substantiate it. The
number of postal votes recorded was:
Buzacott 39, Gregory 152. The majority
for Gregory in the election was 121.

Tur Mivister ror BMuwes: The fig-
ures are wrong,

You had
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Me. TAYLOR : 1 have the figures for
every polling booth in yourelectorate. 1
can read you the poll at every booth in
your electorate; and the first polling
place that catches my eye is that of Men-
zies, in which you lived for eight or nine
years, and carried on business, and were
mayor of the town ; and Ifind that there,
after the people bad had an experience
of you as their member for seven years, a
new man, practically unknown — Mr.
Buazacott, a prospector—polled 423 votes
against your 372. At Woolgar, 4 miles
from there-—only a stone’s throw, we
call it in the back ecountry—Mr. Buza-
cott polled B9 and the Mimster for Mines
47. 'This ie in the part of the Mimister's
electorate where he 13 best known.

TAE MinisTEr ¥oBR MINEs: What
about tbe back country ?

Mer. TAYLOR: Ah, where the sops
were doled out. I travelled through the
back country, and saw traces of political
sops from ome end of it to the other.
Those are the figures. I can give figures
for all the polling booths in your elec-
torate. If 1t were not for the postal
votes the Minister would not be in this
Chamber.

Tar MiwrsTer ror Mines: That is
incorrect.
Mr. TAYLOR: It is true. Theargu-

ments used agoinst the Government dur-
ing that campaign were never heard by
those who recorded the postal votes.
They voted for the Minister on hia record
of seven years ago. They did not know
exactly what he had completed up to
date, or he would not have received such
large support.

Tre Minisrer For Mivns: He did not
give any sops to the back centres.

Mg. TAYLOR: He gave all the sops
that it was possible to give; in fact, 80
many sops were given out of his depart-
ment that be bas overspent the money
voted for development purposes on the
goldfields.

Tae Minister Fowr Miwnes: Do you
object to that ¥

Mg. TAYLOR: I bave the hon. mem-
ber’s own word for it

Tue MivisTer ror MiNes: And the
great bulk of it was spent in the bon.
member’s district.

Mr. TAYLOR: And the biggest por-
tion should have been spent there, Part
of the district I represented in the old
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Parliament is mow represented by Wr.
Lynch (Leonora), whose constituency is
taken out of the old M:i Margaret
electorate; and the only additions to
Mt. Margaret are the two centres
of Kookynie and Yundamindera; and
a portion of my electorate, another
centre, is now represented by the
member for Murchison (Mr. Holman),
another portion has been put on the
Cue electorate, and another portion added
to the Mt, Magnet electorate; and when
you consider the vast area which I had
the honour to represent and the import.
ance of that country you will realise that
it is nothing but a mining centre, and
that the main part of the mining develop-
ment vote should have been spent in that
portion of the couantry. That disposes of
the interjection of the Minister that moat
of the money had been spent in my
district. At that time my electorate
covered one-sixth of the whole of Western
Australia marked on the map, and it was
a very scattered country, new and un-
developed country. Omne should realise
the wantsand requirements of thatdistrict,
and that this was the portion of the State
which was opening up the gold mining
centres of Western Australia. Now we
come to the Harbour Trust Bill and the
appointment of the chairman of the
Harbour Trust. Members will doubtless
remember that when the Bill passed
through Committee I had a paragraph
inserted in it by which no person receiv-
ing profit under the Crown could be
eligible to be the chairman of the board.
I moved tbat clause after a heated dis-
cussion, and I pointed out I felt confident
that if that clause were not inserted a
member of another House would be
appointed to the position. I also stated
that if it were uot he it would be a
member of this Chamber who was then
the Government whip, the member for
Fremantle, Mr. Higham. How did the
Premier and Ministers rise in their places
in righteous indignation with the member
for Mt. Margaret for suggestivg such g
thing as that the Glovernment would be
corrupt enough to appeint a supporter of
theirs in another place. [MemBER: They
had no supporters in another place.}
The hon, gentleman knows full well that
Capt. Laurie was a Government supporter.
He helped in the whole campaign during
that election. The member for Boulder
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knows full well that Capt. Laurie was
returned at the time when Mr. Moss was
standing for election after having accepted
office in the Morgans Ministry.

Tee Tressurer: The Chamber of
Commerce had oothing to do with it.

Me. TAYLOR: The Chamber of
Commerce has always been behind the
present Government. T dare say the
Chamber of Comuwerce assisted in a
large meagure in returning the hon.
wember, What the Chamber of Com-
merce has not done the * National Ass.”
bas done ; the Rev. Mr. Wheatley &
Co. have done what the Chamber of
Commerce has failed to do. Then we
find the hon. gentleman standing up in
this Chamber and talking about demo-
cracy, and trying to pull this House thati
they have been returned by the demo-
crats of this State. This is not in
nccordance with those who were found
upon their platforms during the election
campaign. I was pointing out that
there had Dbeen the ingertion of a clause
in the Harbour Trust Bill to prevent the
appointment of a member of Parliament
or o person receiving profit under the
Crown. T was successful in having that
inserted in the Bill; but what was the
result 7 The Premier rallied hiz forces
and recommitted the Bill, and had the
clause struck out. He pointed out that
there was no nccessity for the clause,
that there was no danger of the appoint.
ment being made as indicated by the
wmember for Mt. Murgaret. The House,
or a sufficient number of members,
accepted that and removed the clause.
‘What was the result 7 The Bill was
hardly passed and made law when
Captain Laurie was appointed chairman,
and he still holds the position,

Tag TrEASUREER : And a good appoint-
ment too.

Me. TAYLOR: No position should be
given by a Governmeant for support. Any
Ministry should be above that, and
should not frame luws by which they
would put supporters in a big fat billet.

Tue MirisTER ForR WorES: Do you
call that a big fat billet ?

Mz. F. Coxnor: Yours was.

Mr. TAYLOR : When one considers
that Captain Laurie is the chief stevedore
at the port of Fremantle, and that he is
chairman of the Harbour Trust, I say
there iy something lbeneath the surfuce.
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There is some ground for the view taken
by those who object to the chief steve-
dore being chairman of the Harbour
Trust. I have heard in Fremantle and
in Perth too that the chairman of the
Harbour Trust has taken out ships that
were berthed in convenient places for
unlozding becanse he was not the steve.
dore, and put in ships for which he was
stevedore. I repeat these are statewents
which I have heard people make. Ihave
no authority other than that I huve heard
the statements, I will make inquiries,
but I have not yet had suflicient time to
do 50, seeing I first heard of it on Monday
Ingt. There was this no-confidence debate,
and then those people who were injured
or were supposed to be injured were
making cowplaints to e, as people do
make complaints to wembers of Parlia-
ment; and I have not had time to follow
them up. I am not going to say they
are true, or that they are untrue.  What
I say is that where we have a gentleman
chairman of the Harbour Trust and chief
stevedore we shall have these remarks
made. You want to have a man who is
above suspicion, so that no one can say
be has an axe to grind. There are mem-
bers here who represent Fremantle, there
are gentlemen who possess more maritime
knowledge than I bave, and they will
perhaps be able to speak more eloquently
and forcibly than I can. I am only point.
ing out that I took exception to the Bill
having a provision in it by which the
Government could appoint their political
friends fo these positions; wad I only
instance tbis case because the Govern-
ment assured the House there was no
danger of their making this appeintment,
as Lsuggested they were capable of doing.
I find, too, that whatever charges 1 have
made against the Government during the
last two and a-half years bave been borne
out by fact: every charge I have made,
I have never indicated any line I expected
the Government to take on matteras of
this kind which bas not been taken.
The Government have taken full advant-
age of any power they had to silence
their political enemies, and to capture
and foster their political friends. Now
we come o the inclusion of the present
Minister for Railwuys in the Ministry, 1
can be quite calm on this point. Tt is
needless for me to warm on this subject.
The House knows full well the political
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differences between the then member for !
Murchison and the present Government.
This House has heard the member for
Murchison (Mr. Napson), as leader of
the Opposition, denounce the Govern-
ment ip no measured terms. It has
heard the snme gentleman denounce the
Governwent from the cross-henches.

Tae Truasurer: The Minister for
Railways ?

Mr. TAYLOR: The Minister for
Works. No one would dream of de-
nouncing the Minister for Railways. The
Minister for Works has denounced him-
self in the eyes of the country. He hus
spoken in this House against the Govern-
ment in such a manner that the Govern-
ment recognised him as a formidable foe;
and the House and country recognised in
Mr. Nanson a man whose politics were
totally different from those of the present
Government. The hon. gentleman moved
a no-confidence wotion against the Gov-
erament purely on administrative matters.
He also moved an amendment to a no-
confidence motion from the cross-benches.
We found that this heat and all this
eloquence, verging on the hysterical, by
the Minister for Works against the
Government were very easily silenced. T,
who sat behind the hon. geutleman on
the cross-benches for a considerable time
noticed a quieting down. When onee it
was known that Mr. Gardiner, the
Coloniul Treasurer, was not going to
continue in politics, and there was a
possibility of a portfolio becoming vacant,
the then oppouent abated his objec-
tions to the Government, and for the last
few wecks myself and others, especially
the member for West Perth (Mr. Moran),
noticed flirtations between the Premier
and the present Minister for Works;
and, as I am reminded by my friend the
member for West Perth, they afterwards
eloped, only the elopement took place
between the Minister for Works and the
Treasurer, who went to the Treasurers’
Couference in Melbourne. After that
bitterness, after the speeches made,
and the vindictive fighting and slashing
against the Government by the Minister
for Works, we now see him sitting on the
Treagury bench, and thoroughly believing
in the Government.

Tug MINISTER FoRr
well.

Lawps: Doing
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ll)n. Ervis: The Government are not
well.

Mr. TAYLOR: He mway be doing
well; but however well ke is doing, the
Government are doing very badly. I
say that was the last straw which broke
the eamel’s back. The inclusion of the
hon. genileman in the Cabinet made the
fight during the elections much more
easy for my hon. friends the Tahour
members,  'They found good muterial to
deal with when they dealt with the in-
clusion of Mr. Nanson in the Ministry.
It was spoken upon by all sides of the
House, by people of all shades of political
belief, and, as I say, that was the last
straw which broke the camel’s back. I
should like to indicate how the watter
has panned ouf since. The appointment
was made just after Parliament pro-
rogued. It was well knmown that the
Treasurer (Mr. Gardiner) was going to
the Treasurers’ Conference in the East.
The appointment was mnot made while
Parliament was sitting, so that the
matter could be discussed in the House;
but the moment Parliament was pro-
rogued it was made, It wasan honorary
one at the start, und the hon. gentleman
was sent over to the conference in com-
pany with the Treasurer, I suppese I am
safe in suying, at the expense of the
State. The hon. gentleman had decided
weeks before to go to the Bast for a trip,
and as soon a8 the appointment wag
nade he went away as honorary Minister
to the conference. I do not know whether
there was any necessity to have an
bonrorary Minister in cowpany with the
Treasurer at that conference, but I say it
was very bad taste to appoint him as
honorary Minister and take him off to the
East at the expense of the Stale.

Ter MinisrEr For Works: 1 have
not received my expenses yet. "Will your
Government pay my expenses ?

M=z. TAYLOR: 8o far as I am con-
cerned I would not make one to pay the
hon. gentleman’s expenses.

Tae MinisTer ror Works: Why do
you say the expenses were paid, without
finding out whether they were?

Mr. TAYLOR: T said I supposed the
hon. gentleman went away at the expense
of the State, but he suys he has not
received anything but hopes to do so.
The setoff to that by the Premijer
through an interjection was that the
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position was not vacant and consequently
he counld not make the appeintment until
Mr. Gardiner resigned, When the
Minister took office he did not take Mr,
Ctardiner’s position, but the present
Treasurer (Hon. C. H. Rason) 4id, and
the new Minister took the Department
of Public Works. He did not go to his
constituents. He took office wathout it,
but he did eventually go back to his
constituents. I find that after the
campaign various requests were made
from his district. I am reading from the
Geraldton Express, and the hon. gentle-
man can contradict me, for I do not know
whether the remarks are true. The hon.
gentleman, who iz editing a paper, will
know how much credence can be placed
on a newspaper report. Onthe 211(%J July,
at a meeting of the Upper Chapman
Roads Board, held a few days after the
election, a letter was read from the Public
Works Department advising the board
that the Minister had approved of the
following grants which were then avail-
able :-—£100 for the construction of
Wallaby Road; £100 for the improvement
of the Chbapman Agricultural Area;
£100 for the construction of a road (16
miles) to Mt. Erin, and £100 for the
construction of East Chapman.Narratarea
Road, being £400 of special grants for
_ construction, and that there was a second
ingtalment of annual grant of £250,
making a total of £650.

Tue MinisTER ror Works: They
were all passed by Parliament.

Mr. TAYLOR : If so they were with-
held till afier last Parliament and until
the very last of the financial year, until a
very nice time to let the bon. gentleman
advise the people in that remote portion
of his electorate that the moneys were
available. It savours of political sops,
at the time of an election, for a Minister
of the Crown to stalk through his
electorate and make these grants avail-
able.

Tus MinerER For Works : The board
had only to apply and the money would
be made available. It was voted by
Parliament.

Mr. TAYLOR : My experience of these
roads boards is that when there is money
on the Estimates for them, they do not
wait until the last moment before they
make application.
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Tae MinisTeEr ror WoRrks: That
board waited.

Me. TAYLOR: No wonder the hon.
gentleman represents them. It accounts
for his presence here, when they have not
enough sense to make an applivation for
items passed for them. Perhaps this

“item has been passed. A letter was read

from the Public Works Department
stating that the officerin charge of Dusty
Bank Bridge contract work would be
instructed to place himself in communi-
cation with the roauds board in view of
determiniug the best position for a well
between Narratarra Post Office and
Geraldton. Is this another specimen ?

Tae MinistEr voR Lanpg: That is
one of the wells provided by my depart-
ment.

Mer. TAYLOR: The amount for this
portion of the State is £1,950, und I ame
told on very good authority, and I looked
at the returns of the poll in this portion
of the electorate and found there were
62 votes recorded there. Each of these
voters was worth £81 a head. Nowif
this State has to find that amount of
money to secure the return of members
of Parliament, I say they are very costly.
I bave looked up the Geraldton Express,
and I find that the votes recorded there
were only 62. T have asked the people
who kmow the district and they say this
iz troe.

Tare MinisTer vor WORKS:
ment voted the money.

Mr. TAYLOR: The houn. gentleman
stated time after time during the passing
of the Estimates that there were no items
on the Estimates for this district.

Tre MixisTEr FOR WORKES:
that.

Mr. TAYLOR : Hansard will prove it.
On the Redistribution of Seats Bill the
hon. member pointed out that his district
was the most neglected district in the
State, that the then member for Green-
ough (Mr. Stone) was so neglectful of
that portion of the State, and also because
the member for the Irwin was so neglect-
ful, thut there was nothing on the Esti-
mates for the district, and nothing in the
Redistribution of Seats Bill given by the
Government to that portion of the State.
The neglect of the Government of that
portion of the State, by allowing the land
to be locked up by the Midland Railway
Co. and not letting the people have free

Parlia-

Prove
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access to their proper port, was the hon.
gentleman’s strong attack against the
Government. The bhon. gentleman does
not want me to go on any farther point-
ing out how inconsistent he is in support-
ing to-day the Governwent to which at
the time he had such an objection. We
find that the Premier in Coolgardie said
he believed there was rveason for inquiry
regarding the abolition of the Upper
House, but he was not with those who
cried out, * Abolish the Upper House.”
How does that agree with the Queen’s
Hall speech of the Minister for Works ?
We well remember that speech, and how
the hon. gentleinan desired the abolition
of the Upper House.

Ter Mivisrer For Worgs: Quote
what I said.

Mz, TAYLOR: I shall quote what
the hon. gentleman said in this House on
the Redistribution of Seats Bill.

Tae MiniereEr ForR WoRrEs: Undoub-
tedly.

Mz, TAYLOR: The hon. gentleman
accused the Government of being too
conservative and of keeping the old conser-
vative iden of two Chambers, instuncing
the Federal Parliament, Canada, the
United States and other places which he
mentioned to back up the abolition of
the Upper House. I am so thoroughly
with him on that point that I am oppos-
ing the present Government; but the
hon. gentleman in order to maintain the
position of Minister has waived all those
principles to which he adhered.

Tre MinisTer For WoOERks: Quote
what T said.

Mg. TAYLOR: That is not easy.
The hon. gentleman has said so many
things in this Chamber, and he has gone
back on mostly all of them. If the hon.
gentleman desires me to quote, all T have
to do is to get Hansard on the Redistri-
bution of Seats Bill, and I can quote,
All I have to do, to condemn the hon.
gentleman, is to read hiz own speeches.
He is now Minister for Public Works
and representative for Greenough, and
he will stand condemuned on his own
speeches when we recognise the position
he holds to.day compared with the
position he held at that time.

Tue Mrmuster ror Works: That is
what I an asking you to do; but you will
not do it.
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Mr, TAYLOR: I am pleased I am
bringing the hon. gentleman. We shall
have a repetition of the little banter
between him and the Minister for Lands,
when the hon. gentleman was on tbis side
and the member for Boulder on the
other side of the House.

Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS:
weary the House.

Mr. TAYLOR: You wearied the
House when you delivered the speech in
the first instance; I am pot going to
weary members by its repetition.

Tne BrEARER: The hon. member is
out of order in addressing members per-
sonally ; he must address the Chair. In
connection with interjections it is no wmore
in order to interject personally than it is
to speak personally. Interjections must
be given through the Chair.

Mer, TAYLOR: It is with no dis-
regpect to you that T was addreseing the
hon. gentleman. While I have been in
this Chamber I have always endeavoured
to pay respect to the Chair, no matter
how warm I may get in discussion ; but I
should like to ask the Premier, if he were
in his place [Me. Mozaw : The Premier
isin his place—outside], over what peried
the Mimster for Works has guaranteed
his present convictions. We bave heard
the hon. gentleman, who speaks so long
und often in this House, speaking about
what he believes to be the best for the
country, and about the politics he believes
to be the best for the State; but as the
hon. gentleman has gone back on them
80 often, I should like to know how lon,
his present convictions are guarantee
for, so that the Premier way know on
what ground he stands.

Tee Treasorer: The hon. member is
agking for some more convictions,

Me. TAYLOR: The Treasurer's are
not too fixed. They were firm at one
time, but they have been advocated from
all parts of the House. I have no desire
to refer to the Treasurer’s convictions.
I bave repeatedly done so in the House,
und to some satisfaction. The Treasurer's
political career is well known. There is
no person in the State whose armour
should be sounder than the hon.
gentleman, for every hole he has had to
defend times out of number during hig
career a8 a Minister. I shall devotea
few minutes to the hon. gentleman’s

Don't



172 Address-in-reply :
political principles if I so desire, but I
am not going to do so on this occasion.
In dealing with the Mines Department,
the Minister for Mines last’ night when
addressing the House pointed out the
good work that his department had done,
and that they had saved something like
£10,000 in the admimstration of the

Mines Department last year as against -

the cost of running the department three
years ago. Those of us living on the gold-
fields kmow full well that the treatment
of ore on the goldfieids has been consider-
ably reduced in the last three years
through railway facilities and various
other things, and through being able
to treat it 1n a more up-to-date fashion.

The same thing should apply to the State-

batteries. The saving spoken of by the
Minister for Mines is not such as had
been made by private companies.
find to-day that there are low-grade ores
being treated as low as 5dwts. and 6dwta.
and they pay. The total extraction in
some cases is 6dwts. and they are a pay-
ing proposition. Four years ago it was
not 0. These places are 80 to 90 miles
from a railway line. Three or four years
ago these works could not be carried on
at a profit. When I asked the Minister
for Mines what saving he had made out
of the sands which belonged to the pros-
pectors and not to the Guvermment, he
would not give me a reply. He eaid he
had not got the return. I attacked the
Minister upon that point during the cam-
paign. Considerable quantities of tail-
ings have been treated, and the gold won
should have gone 1o the prospectors, but
it has gone into the Treasury. That is
where the saving on the public batteries
comes in—it is from the tailings which
the Government have practicully robbed
the prospectors of, and that phase of
robbery 1s still going on. The Govern-
ment are now abnexing the slimes from
the prospectors. The (Government are
now treating sownething between 7,000
and 10,000 tons of slines at Mulline,
averaging something like 7dwts. to 25
dwts. to the ton.

Tre MinisTER For WorEs (Hon. J. L.
Nanson): Will you lay an informa.
tion.

Me. TAYLOR: It is no good laying
an information against the Government,
for they will not be in power long enough
to appear in Court.

We
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Tue Minister For Works : The hon.
member can go into the police court and
lay an information if he likes.

Mz. TAYLOR : I know this to be true.
There is a stack of slimes belonging to
the prospectors, and the Government are
annexing those slimes. A - deputation
waited upon wme about this matter, and
the Minister for Mines has pointed out
this deputation was only imaginary. I
say that the deputation did wait on me
during the election, and pointed out that
they partly owned the slimes, but that
there was something wrong with the vats
and filtering press, and the work could
not go on when I was there. It was a
generally understood thing that the
Government would clear out of the
slimes inore tban would pay for the
battery. I was led to understand that
there was another stack of slimes accumu-
lating. The Government have never
thought it worth their while to put up a
cyanide plant until there was an accumu-
lation of tailings. I think the only
plant which is going, treating the slimes,
18 at Mulline, but the Government as a
rule will not put up a cyanide plant to
treat the slimes until there has been an
accumulation. The Government have
made their savings in this way; they
have made it appear that there was
profit on the battery treatment, but as
far as the stamps are concerned the
Grovernment have never made a profit.

Tae Minigrer ror Works: They
stole gold in order to make the battery
returns better 7 Let us have it definite.

M=r. TAYLOR : The hon. mewmber says
that his Government stole gold; I am
glad the hon. member admits it.

Tae MiwnisTer rFor WORES:
was your statement.

Mr. TAYLOR: The hon. member
with his journalistic mind and stretch of
imagination can say anything. I say the
Government have pot erected cyanide
plants until a large stack of tailings has
accumulated, and the Grovernment claim
the tailings as their property and the
gold extracted from them as the property
of the Government. I say the gold
ghould have been the property of the
prospectors. If the Minister was the
friend of the prospectors which he would
lead the House to believe he is, he would
erect cyanide plants and extract the gold,
and give it to the prospector, and not

That
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anpex it for the Government so as to
reduce the cost of the battery treatment.
The Minister for Mines has pointed out
that he found the battery system of
Western Australia in a chaotic condition,
and that in three years Le has placed it
in & flourishing state ; but the Minister
has made the system flourish at the
price of the prospectors. He has erected
cyanide plants and annexed the gold, and
that is how he bas made the public
battery system of the State pay. The
public batteries have not reduced the cost
of crushing, as was stated by the Minister
for Miner. I should be glad if the
Minister were in his place to hear what I
have to say.

Toe Treasvrer: He is bere now.

Tre Mrwister ror Mixnes (Hon. H.
Gregory): You will be a little bit more
cautious now,

Mz, TAYLOR: I will not, but I will
go over some of the ground fo let the
Minister know what I was saying. I was
pointing out that the Minister for Mines
had treated a large quantity of tailings—
to the extent of 12,000 or 16,000 tons—
and that legitimately the result of these
tailings was the property of the pro-
spectors, yet the Mimster had annexed
these tailings to reduce the cost of the
battery treatment.

Tae Treasurer: You said that was
how he made the batteries pay.

Mr. TAYLOR: It has reduced the
cost. The Government charged 10s. per
ton for cyanide treatment, whereas the
cost to private companies for cyaniding
ranges from about 3s. 9d. to 4s. and 5s.
6d. per ton. That is what cyaniding
costs, yet the Government charge the
prospectors 10s. per ton.

Tae Mirister ror Mines: Is there
not some difference in treating small
parcels P

Mg. TAYLOR: The hon. member is
quite right: if there was no difference
there would be no reason to charge 10s.
& tou and up to 16s. a ton for crushing.
The hon. member knows that on the large
mines of the State, the operation of
crushing and everything in connection
with the gold treatment are done as low
down as 19s. 6d. per ton; that includes
mining, crushing, cyaniding the tailings
and the slimes ; the cost is brought down
to 19s. 6d.
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Me. Houman: It is as low down as
13s. 10d.

Mzr. TAYLOR: The hon. member
says it is 13s. 10d., but I am talking
about outlying places where the work is
nol on & large scale, and there the cost is
19s. 64. The Government charged 16s.
for crushing in some places,

Tar MinaTER For MineEs: Where ?

Mr. TAYLOR: At Lake Darlét the
Government were charging that amount.

THE MinisTeR POR MInEs: How long
ago iy that? It bas been reduced. The
last reduction was from L5s. to 1ls.

Mz. TAYLOR: Whatis it now?

Tar Miwvsrer ror Mings: From 10s.
to 14s.

Mg. TAYLOR; The first charge the
Government made was £1, then it was
reduced to 17s. 6d., and then it was
brought down to 16s. and 15s. Take
Darlot is in my electorate, and it was the
last place at which the reduction was
made. Prospectors were paying £1 ab
Lake Darlét when the charge waa 14s. to
18s. in other parts of the State.

Tae Miwisrer For Mines: I did not
make the arrangement; Y reduced the

rice,

Mr. TAYLOR: The hon. member
made the arrangement because the
battery started under the Minister's
supervision, and it was under no other
Minister., The battery at Lake Darlét
has not been worked except under the
present Minister. The hon. member
knows that the battery was taken over
just after the Leake Government came
into power, becanse 1 protested against
the battery being purchased by the State;
that was the first thing I did. A week
after I interviewed the Under Secrefary
for Mines about it; the Minister came
into office, and the charge made to the
people was £1. Will the Minister con-
tradict that ? '

Tae Ministee Fok MiInNes: 1 won't
contradict anything you say.

Mz. TAYLOR: I am spenking the
truth, and what I know to be a fact; the
hon. member cannot contradict it. The
price was kept up at Lake Darlét longer
than at any other battery in the State
The tailings were treated by the Govern-
ment, and the result was annexed by the
State, the Government practically robbing
the prospector of his hard earnings. In
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muny instances the prospectors had to
kmock off their shows because they could
not get the result of the tailings. In
only one case, where a battery has been
erected, has the Minister put up a
cyanide plant straight away. The Minister
waits until the tailings have accumulated
before he puts up & cyanide plant.
I believe that at Nullagine the Govern-
ment intend to erect an up-to-date
battery and cyanide plant, which will
be the first that has been properly
started in the State. The Minister might
contradict me in that. In bis speech Lhe
Minister for Mines has pointed out the
good qualities of the State Mining En.
gineer and other departmental officers.
If the State Mining Engineer is no better
avthority on mining matters which
I Jdo not know, than he is about the
things of which I have some knowledge,
then he is not deserving of the eulogy of
the Minister. I would like to ask the
Minister, does he consider the puddler—
and I referred to this on the Estimates-—
which has been constrocted at Broad
Arvow, the work of anexpert? Will the
Minister answer that question? Itisa
standing monument of the State Mining
Engineer's incapacity. What has hap-
pened at Kunowna where the State
Mining Engineer has been supervising
the attempt to pump the deep lead?
Have the Government been successful in
draining the deep lead, the supervision
of which is under the Slate Mining
Engineer ?

Tae Minsrer For Mimmes: How did
he supervise it ?

Mz. TAYLOR: Wae were told in the
Bouse that it would be much easier for
the Minister to control ns department if
he had the expert kmowledge of oificers
to gumide him as to expenditure. Mr.
Montgomery has visited Kanowna, and I
am sure he has written a report on this
matter. I want to know from the Minister
whether that work was a success under
Mr. Montgomery's supervision, or even
under the Minister's supervision. I have
heen watching the papers, and when I
was in Kanowna I could not ascertain
anything of it save that it was a wilful
waste of public money to endeavour to
pump the water out there and pump it
back again. It is for such acts of mal-
administration that the Minister and
his department have been eulogised by
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various Ministers, The eulogy generally
comes from one Minister to another.

Tae Minrster Fok Lanps: You took
very good care to speak after me,

M=r. TAYLOR: Speak after you?
All the Tabour members could not speak
at once; though antil to-might we have
averaged four speakers to one on the
Government side.

THE MINIsTER ForR MINES :
about the strength of argument?

Mr. TAYLOR: You have not felt our
strength yet. The hon. member is not
green to our strength; I think he is
somewhat brown. The Minister spoke
last night as to the attitude he had taken
up in reference to composite unions. If
they were ever cumposite unions they are
composite unions now. He said they
were composite unions because they had

What

.o publican and a storekeeper in them.

He knows a good deal about the Arbitra-
tion Act, under which composite unions
are to be registered, when he suys that
the inclusion of a publican and a store-
keeper makes a union a composite union,

Tae Mivisrer ForR MINES: 1 was
tulking about the time when I snid in
Kalgoorlie that I would recognise the
AMA. At that time the A W.A, was
composite organisation.

Mz, TAYLOR: The sanme class of
workers were in that union to-day as
were in it then. The only way in which
the Arbitration Act affected that union
was because each member had to be a
bona fide worker within the definition of
“worker” in the Arbitration Aet; aod
there were certain hotelkeepers and cer-
tain storckeepers who were members of
that union, and who, after the passage of
the Arbitration Aect, could no longer be
members, and consequently ceased to be
members; and the union is composed of
the same class of workers us the A M.A,
The member for Kalgoorlie (Mr. John-
son),” who is general secretary of the
A M.A., will bear me out. 'I'hey are boih
unions protecting mining employees, and
are practically composed of the same
class of workmen. There may be more
of oue class in oue union than in another,
but the unions are practically composed
uf the same class of men—men following
the same calling, men with the same hopes
and aspirations; men who have banded
themselves together for mutual protection
against the employers. There is no differ-
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ence; and I say the Minister has favoured
the A.M.A.—a young, rising union. The
Premier saw that, as Attorney General;
and he and the Minister for Mines made
it easier for the Registrar of Friendly
Societies to register the A.M.A. than to
register the A.W.A, They recognised in
the A.W.A,, the older union, a formidable
political foe—a union largely responsible
for the return of the first batch of Labour
members to Parliament; the first union
which turned itself into a political organi-
sation for the purpose of sending Labour
representatives to Parlisment; and the
present Government recognised in the
AW.A, of which I am a member, a
formidable foe. I suppose the Govern-
ment thought that the member for Mt.
Margaret was a refiex of the other mem-
bers of the union; they had my undying
hostility, and the members of the union
likewise had for that reason to face the
opposition of the Government. And it
is not only the opposition of that union
which the Government have to-day ; they
have the opposition of the organised
workers of Western Auostralia and of the
unorganised workers also, or we should
not see 80 magnificent a result as we see
in this Parbament; we Labour members
could not have been so successful in
securing 80 many seats or in winning
so magnificent a victory at the polls,
had it not been for the enthusiastic
Labour movemeat throughout the length
and breadth of the State. The Premier
tries to sneer at us as being under the
control of the Trades and Labour Council,
and ball-marked by that council. Ishould
like to say that the major portion of the
members of the Labour party are returned
by people outside the unions; but I will
say that the members of the unions
throughout Auvstralia are responsible for
the Labour movement to-day. They are
the men who fought in the ranks of
trudes unionisin when unioniam was used
for industrial purposes only ; they are the
men who have made the Tabour move-
ment what it is to-day. They are the
men who fought for Labour principles at
the peril of their liberty, when Govern-
ments composed of the same class as
Ministers opposite would bring out their
gatling guns against the man who dared
to support industrial unionism during a
strike. The Minister for Lands inter-
jects, When he was in Gippsland and
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knew nothing about politics, grand and
noble men were making way for Labour
representatives to enter the Parliaments
of Australia; indusirial unions turned
themselves into political organisations;
and this is tbe result. I say the un-
organised workman to-day is guided in
his politics by the trained industrial
unionist, knowing that the man who
has given time and study to the Labour
movement is in the ranks of unionism;
snd when the unions select a candidate,
I am pleased and proud to see that 90
per cent. of the uoorganised workers
support the candidate of the organised
workers. And as a proof of that, did
any party in any Parliament of any
country go back to their electors as the
Labour members went back from this
Parliament at the last election, and find
s0 large a proportion of their members
returned unopposed ? Seven Labour
members left this Parliament for re-
election, and five were returned un-
opposed. How many wmembers were
returned unopposed on the Ministerial
gide? How many on the Independent
side of this Chamber? No party in any
Parliament of any country to-day went
back to find their electors so completely
satisfied as were the electors of the
Labour party in the last Parliament.
And 1 venture to say that if we had a
general election to-morrow there would
be fewer Labour members’ seats con-
tested than seals of any other wem-
bers of this Houmse. I am positive
that it is the hardest thing imaginable
to unseat a Labour candidate. Once a
Labour man is returned, the constituency
is a Labour constituency for all time.
The Labour man himself may be rejected,
but another Labour man takes his place.
Scarcely any party in any Parliament
can ever win back a seat from Labour;
because the principles to advocate which
the Labour man is sent to Parlinment he
advocates to the best of his ability; and
if he goes back on his electors, there is
no longer room for him in the Labour
movement when he again submits him-
self for election.

Tee Minisrer ror Works (Hon.
J. L. Nangon): What about the pledge?

Me. TAYLOR: Oh! That is why
there is on the Government side of the
House such an aversion to the pledge.
How many pledges would not the



176 Address-in-reply :

Minister for Works require to sign, and
what sort of pledges would be needed to
bind the hon. member, to fix bis convie-
tions for, say, six weeks? One would
have to keep portfolios out of his reach,
or if the portfolios were plentiful the
pledges would have to be very numerous.
In dealing with the composite union of
which the Minister for Mines spoke last
night, I say that whatever friction that
Minister and the Premier tried to raise
before the elections among the various
noions of this State has now ceased,
or practically ceased. The gentleman
representing Menzies (Mr. Gregory) will
find, as he found at the last election,
that there was no split in the camp ; that
in his electorate were two unions, one of
which was the A.M.A.; and the A.M.A,
controls the workmen immediately around
the Menzies polling booth, where a vole
was recorded substantially in favour of
the Labour candidate, and against the
Minister for Mines. There, where the
Minister thought by his favouring the
AMA., and by trying to play off one
union against another he would secure
their votes, he found that the unionists
saw too far through the hon member,
weighed him and found bim wanting;
hence the heavy vote cast against bio.
Four miles away, at Woolgar, where the
other wumion controls the industrial
portion of the Labour movemenf, the
AWA. cast a bheavy vote of two or
three to one against the Minister;
so it makes no difference what the
Minister thinks about these unions. I
am pleased to say they did not think
very much about him. While dealing
with the Minister for Mines I should like
to make a few remarks about the Hicks-
Gregory case. Last year, speaking on
the Mines Estimates, [ opposed Govern-
ment support being given to the Minister
in that action, and condemned the Gov-
ernment for supporting him. The Hansard
report of 18th December, 1903, reads—

Me. Tavnor: It had been said the applicn-
tion for a new trial was perbaps made with the
object of Parliament being prorogued bLefore
the matier conld be dealt with and the neces-
sary foen and expenses paid over.

THE M1x18TER FOR WoRKS : Thehon, member
would be sorry to believe that,

Tar MiNIBTER FOR MINES: The amount had

already been paid, and not by the Government.
That might surprise the hon. member.

Such was the Minister’s interjection on
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that occasion; und by that interjection [
was disarmed. I spoke merely to safe-
guard the public funds. The Minister
had to pay £2,750 damages awarded by
the Court, and we had been given to
understand that the Government intended
to pay in that mouey. I was opposing
the proposal, and the Minister interjected
that the money was already paid into
court, and not by the Government. I
want to know, why did the Minister
interject that, to silence wme on that point
and give it out to this House that the
money ‘wus paid in by some private
person? We found out afterwards that
the money was paid in by the Govern-
ment.

Tue Mintsrer Por Mines: The money
wag paid in by a private person.

Mr. TAYLOR: T bappen to have
learnt since who the private person is,
and the Minister is aware I know that.
We find that the private persou was
practically the Government, We know
full well that when the Minister made
the statement, thut the money was paid
in, it was only to deceive me and to
deceive this Chamber. I say that is a
¢crime which no Minister should commit.
It a Minister is acting straightforwardly
and honestly, if he thinks the Govern.
ment will snpport him, why does he not
own up to it and not mislend me and
mislead the House by statements of the
kind ¥ We find that the Government
did pay in the money, and the Govern-
ment to-day have paid mouer. We find
there is a mew frial. When the case
caine before the Chief Justice the damages
were decreased from £2,750 to £1,000.
The Premier has dealt with this subject
in various places. When he was dealing
with it in the old Parliament he pointed
out that the Minister had perhaps made
cerlain statements which he should not
have made, but they werein the execution
of his duty; he had made them to the
Press; and the Premier conveyed to the
Parliament and country thut the statewent
was made to tbe Press in person, in the
ordinary way. The Premier said the
Minister perliaps said things off-hand,
not thinking they were going to he
published or printed, and there was more
printed than he expected. That was
the way in which the Premier spoke,
and tried to defend the action of
the Minister for Mines, We find this
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information, which perhaps the House
waa not in possession of then, and which
I was uot in possession of until recently,
and I am sure the country is not seized
of it yet. In the interrogatories by
‘Hicks’s counsel to the counsel for the
Minister for Mines, there are three ques-
tions, which I will read. This was de-
livered on the 10th October, 1903. The
first question to the Minister for Mines
from Harney and Harney is:—

Did you write or cause to be written the
article headed * Dismissal of Warden Hicks,”
which appeared in the North Coolgardic Herald
on the 29th of May, 19037

Here is the answer:

I wrote a statement almost identical with
tha article refarred to. An exact copy of such
statement ia hereto annexed, marked *“ A.”

Question 2.

If not the whole of the said article, did you
write or cause to be written any portion of
same, and if so what portion?

The answer to that s :

Answered by my first.
Question 3 :

If you wrote the whole or any portion of the
said article, to whom did you hand the same?
And give the name and address of such person.
Reply :

T handed the said statement to George
O’Connor, North Coolgardie Herald, Reid Street,
Menzies.

This was handed in to the Chief Justice
as evidence during the trial, but it never
appeared in the Press, nor did it appear
in any other way by which the country
knew that this article was written by the
Minister for Mines and was handed to
the press representative, Mr. O'Connor,
Reid Street, Menzies. I say the Minister
knew full well the contents of the article
after having written it, and I suppose
read it and re-read it. He had ample
time to cool down, and make a statement
which was other than libellous, if he
desired. I could have had some sympathy
with the Minister, if he had made a state-
ment in an excited moment and had had
no time to recall it, and it appeared in the
Press; but when I find a Minister of the
Crown who will sit down and write a
libellous article against another person,
aguinst a citizen of this State, condemn.
ing him in the eyes of the country—an
article written coolly and deliberately, and
of which, when he came before the Judges,
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he failed to prove any one particular
portion—

Tee MINISTER FoR MINES:
say that?

Mze. TAYLOR: He never proved one
portion, nor has he proved his innocence
up to to-day. He has been convicted of
libel, and damages have been awarded
against him to the amount of £2,750. A
new trial was asked for on the ground
of excessive damages. That was the
ground, and not that the Minister conid
disprove that he was guilty; not that he
could alter the decision of the Court. The
Chief Justice was of the same opinion,
that the damages were excessive, and they
were teduced to £1,000, all expenses to be
paid by the Minister; or otherwise o new
trial would be granted, both parties, I
think, having to pay expenses,

Tre MinisreEe ¥or MiNes: Did the
Chief Justice say that be was morally
guilty ?

Mzr. TAYLOR: The Chief Justice did
not say anything about the guilt so faras
I koow. [ Iknow I read a speech where
the Chief Justice said that if he were
guilty he deserved certain treatment, and,
if so and so, so and so would be the
result. The damages were redoced and
they have been paid by the Government.
T say that does not remove the stigma
from the Minister of being guilty against
Warden Hicks. The position to-day is
the same ag it was when the Court first
gave a decision. There was no idea or
intention on the part of the Minister
to try and prove his innocence before
that Court. He appealed to the Court
with the object of reducing excessive
damages, and that is all he has done.
The Minister stands there, as I said
before, found guilty of libelling Warden
Hicks in, I say, a most malicious
manuner. I believe the statement was
made maliciously by the Minister, when
I find how this question is answered and
learn that the statement was written by
the Minister and handed in to the North
Coolgardie Press. Why was it handed
in to the North Coolgardie Press? No
Minister of this Government or any
other Giovernment should be responsible
to the Press. The Minister was quite
within his rights in dismissing Warden
Hicks, if he was satisfied that Warden
Hicks coomitted breaches which he
should not have committed ; and we are

Do not
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on common ground about the dismissal.
No one questions the dismissal. The
dismissed officer could have availed him-
self of the law, if be thought he was
wrongly dismissed.

Tae Minister For Mives: He could
not.

Me. TAYLOR: He could have had an
inquiry, and that is practically the same.

Tae MiNieTEr For Mings: He was
asked if he would have an inquiry.
After one is dismissed he cannot ask for
an inguiry.

Mer. TAYLOR: Yes; after he is
dismissed he can ask for an inquiry,

Tae MinisTeR For Mings: No.

Me. TAYLOR: Did youn dismiss him
or suspend him ?

Tee Mrixisrer ror Mives: T asked
him if he would resign or bave a com-
mission of inquiry. He declined to do
either, and I dismissed him, and after
diemissal he had no opportunity of
inquiry.

=, TAYLOR : He had an opportunity
before dismissal, of having an inquiry.
I suppose the officor realised his position,
and recogniszed that. So far we are all
on common ground about the dismissal.
It is purely a libel matter. Write were
not issued against the Minister for die-
missing Warden Hicks, but for libellin
Warden Hicks. He has been foun
guilty of the charge, and the only thing
done is that the damages have besn
reduced from £2,750 to £1,000. T say the
Minister had no right whatever to make
any staternent to the Press, to give in a
written statement to the Press, libelling
any person. If the Minister could have
proved the allegation, there would have
been no libel, but the Minister failed to
prove; hence the libel was there.

TaE MinisTeER For MvEs: You know
it was proved.

Mgr. TAYLOR: I say you have mnot
proved your case. When we were dis-
cussing this question last year, the
Premier pointed out that there was some
statement duc to the Press. I would
have liked to ask the Premier a question,
if he had been in his place; but he is
abeent, as he invariably is when any
person is making an attack on his Gov.
ernment or any portion of his Govern-
ment. Since he has been Premier he
has invariably been absent, if he could
possibly get away.
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the Minister handed' in this written
matter to the Cabinet? I am satisfied
that had it been read by the trained legul
eye of the Premier, it would never have

appeared in print. But the Minister
carried it to Menzies to hand it in to the
Press. If the Premier was so satisfied

the Press should know something of the
dismissal of a high and important officer,
the article should have been read by
Cabinet, The present Government have
owned that they are responsible to the
Press, by their actions, by supporting the
Minister in this particular, and by farther
supporting the Press which also appeared
a8 litigants as the outcome of the pub-
lication of the same article. We find the
two papers have been indemnified to the
extent of £340 or £350. I believe that
with the cost and one thing and another
Iam safe in saying Warden Hicks bas
received from the Government a Treasury
cheque amounting to something like
£1,840. Am I right or not? Will the
Minister deny that this is approximately
about the amount of the cheque that
Warden Hicks has received? The ex-
penses have to come yet, and I suppose
this case will cost the State nearer £3,000
than £2,000.

Tee Mmvisrer ror Mives:
think that,

Mr. TAYLOR: I venture to say with
my own small and limited experience
of litigation the case will cost this State
nearer £3,000 than £2,000. I bave
been told on the highest authority that
the Treasurer has already sent a cheque
along for £1,840. That goes a long way
towards £2,000, and the expenses of the
legal proceedings are yet to be brought.
I am sure the amount will reach that sum.
As the session proceeds we shall be able
to find out by some means in this Cham-
ber, I suppose, the actual cost to this
State of the blunder of the Minister for
Mines.

TrE Minierer vor Mines: I believe
the cost in the first case came to £240.
I do not think that is exact.

Mze. TAYLOR: We will find out be-
fore Parliament closes the exact amount
the country has suffered from this
blunder, and this walicious statement by
the Minister for Mines on Warden Hicks.
I want to go farther. If it were neces-
sary for the Press of this State to have
that article published or to have this in-

I do not
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formution, what was the reason for taking
it up to Menzies, to print it in the North
Coolgardic Herald first? The only
reason, I assume, is that the Minister
supplied his own Press.

Tae MinisTeEr For Mines: It was
published in two papers.

Me. TAYLOR: The editor of the
North Coolgardie Herald said they were
the first to publish that information.

Tee Mivister ror Mines: It is
absolutely false.

Mz. TAYLOR: The Coclgardie Press
boasted of getting the information before
any other paper had it. That is the

osition, and the inference is that the
on. gentleman supplied his own Press
with the libellous matter first.

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
H. Gregory): I wish to make an ex-
planation. I happened to be at Menzies
travelling, and I was interviewed with
regard to this matter, I assured them I
would give them information provided
that information was telegraphed to the
Perth papers the same day. The reason
why it did not appear before was that the
dismissal had not taken effect, and it
was published in the West Australian and
Morning Herald on the sameday by an
arrangement with the reporter of the
Menzies paper.

Me. TAYLOR: We have heard the
explanation of the Minister. Am I right
in saying this libellous matter was written
in the train on the road between here and
Menzies ?

TaE MinisteR For Mines: Yes, and
corrected at Menzies.

Mr. TAYLOR: And then wired in
the ordinary way to the Perth Press. I
am right in saying that the North Cool-
gardie Herald was the first Press in the
State to get the information, because
it wired that to the metropolitan Press.
Did tha North Coolyardie Herald people
wire it in the ordinary way as a Press
message from one paper to avother ?

THE MinisTER ror MInes: Yes,

Mr. TAYLOR : Then the North Cool-
gardie Herald was accurate in saying for
once in a while it was the first to get
the infermation from the Minister. That
i8 the point I want to make., The North
Coolgardie Herald stated that it was
the first to give this information to the
public, It said so; and the Muister
has borne it out by saying that he
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banded the item to the Press at Menzies
first, and that those people wired it
second-hand to Perth. At that time the
North Coolgardie Herald was a daily
paper. Now, I think, it is tri-weekly, I
want to know why the Minister, if he
realised, as the Premier pointed out, that
it was necessary the Press should know
something about the dismissal of this
officer, did not make the statement to the
metropolitan Press, which claims to
represent public opinion and which has
the widest circulation in Western Aus-
tralia. T am sure the Minister for Mines
will not compare the cireulation of his own
puper, the North Coolgardie Herald, with
that of the West Australian, or even with
that of the Morning Herald, the other
Government organ. It must be gratify-
ing to the Government to be in the proud
possession of two Ministers with a Press
behind them, aud a Press always sup-
porting the Government.

Mk. F. Witsow : They areina ¢ hard
press ” just now.

Mr. TAYLOR: I remember when one
of these papers was very hostile to the
Government, ; but I notice that the Morn-
ing Herald's one-time hostility is quite
the other way now; but this is quite
easily accounted for. I say again that
the Minister for Mines, if it was necessary
by the argument of the Premier that the
Press should know something of the dis.
missal of an important officer like the
warden (admitting that the Government
are run by the Press, and that the Gov-
ernment are responsible to the Press
and not to Parliament and the people),
should have given this information to the
metropolitan Prese, with their wide and
vast circulation, and not to a small rag
like the North Coolgardie Herald, which
has only a circulation among the Mount
Margaret electors who do not take any
stock of it at all, for if they did so I
should not be here. They are never
tired of pointing out the vices of the
member for Mount Margaret, but none
of my virtues, if I have any. Notwith-
standing that, the power of the Press,
the power of the Ministry, and I sup-
pose the power of the new Press gained
by the Government, they have never hurt
me among my electors. I emphase the
fact that the Premier pointed out that it
was necessary that the Press should
know something of the dismissal, Grant-
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ing that, T want to know why that
information was not given by the Min-
ister to the metropolitan Press in the
first instance, and why it was carried
away to his own Press at Men-
zies, the North Coolgardie Herald.
I have heard the opponents of the hon.
gentleman say outside this Parliament
that the Minister knew full well it was a
libellous document, that he was interested
in a Press, that he knew the Government
would pay the damages, and that he
wanted his own Press to secure the
libellous damages. I have heard that
charge against the Minister ; but I lmow
what partisanswill say. Therearegrounds
for such statements from people not
unlike my friend the Minister for Works,
with a journalistic turn of mind. It
does not require & stretch of imagination,
when we find that a Minister of the Crown
located on the coast will carry a libellous
document 500 or 600 miles to his own
Press, knowing it to be libellous, it is
quite within the scope of the imagination
of an opponent of the Minister to say
that he did it with the direct object
of securing to his own Press libellous
damages. I will not say that myself; I
know the Minister too well for that. I
know that the Minister will say things on
the spur of the moment, even to a Press
reporter, which in cold print e would be
sorry for. Just imagine the member for
M¢t. Margaret being appointed a Press re-
porter, and going to the Minister for Mines
for copy ! Knowing the Minister as I do, I
know what he would say in a moment of
anger; but in this case I cannot excuse
him in any way. The Government were
not justified in supporting the Minister in
his action. Any Minister of the Crown who
will libel another person in the manner
indicated, by writing him down coldly and
coolly and libelling a man in a most
humble position in the State, bas forfeited
his right to be & Minister of the Crown.
I have no hesitation in saying that I
believe it to be true, and I say so in con-
sequence. I do not care if I stand alone
in the belief. A man should have higher

rinciples and nobler aspirations than to
ibel # man as the DMinister libelled
Warden Hicks. I do not hold a brief
for Warden Hicks; I knew little of him;
I know more of him since meeting him
+ in Perth: but I will always support a
man badly treated. There is no doubtin
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my mind that the Minister had no right
to libel any person. It is a crime that
will ever remain with the Minister—an
indelible stigma that will rest. with him
wherever he lives. The charge has never
been disproved in the Court. The only
thing disproved was the damages, which
were excessive, and were redaced.

Tag MinisteEr ror Mines: Did I do
right in dismissing him ?

Mr. TAYLOR: I never went into the
case of dismissal farther than that I found
out that the dismissal was warranted.
Qonsequently there was nothing for meto
bother about; but I went into the matter
of the libel. The Minister wus not charged
before the Courts of his country with
dismissing the warden; he was charged
with maliciously libelling him ; and I find
that the Minister has not vindicated him-
gelf of the charge levelled againat him.
He has been found guilty of libelling
Warden Hicks, and he stands convicted
of that offence. Contradiction I defy.
The only thing set up by counsel for the
defence was that the damages were exces-
give, and a new trial was asked for on
that ground. The Chief Justice then
rednced the damages from £2,750 to
£1,000. Mr. Hicks accepted, and the
case rests there. The Government also
idemnified the Press. In dealing with
this matter I am rather longer on my
feet than I anticipated when 1 rose;
but when I find hon. gentlemen holding
honourable positions prostituting their
positions, while I am representing the
people of Mt. Margaret [ shall speak
what I think right to protect people who
should be protected in this Chamber, to

rotect the funds of the pecple of the

tate, and to insist on the removal of a
Minister from the high position he holds
after he hasbeen found guilty of libelling
one of our citizens. There are no grounds
for the Government indemnifying the
Press. What have the Press done? It
was only, I suppose, for support during
the election campaign. After sunccess-
fully securing the support of the two lead-
ing journsls of Perth through indemnify-
ing them for the libellous matter, what
has it brought the Government? It has
brought them down from a Government
t0 17 or 18 members. They are not foo
sure about the number. T believe if they
were counted through a hurdle they
would only number 14. This indemnify-.



Address-in-veply :

ing the Press, and the supporting of the
Minister in this libellous wmatter, have
gone a long way towards reducing the
Government’s pumbers, There 18 no
doubt to my mind so far as the Premier
18 himself concerned, for I heard him in
his last speech, delivered in the Queen's
Hall, say that if he could cut himself into
fifty pieces he could have put up a better
battle, that he was the fighting mwan of the
party. Every speech the Premier made
lost a supporter to the Government. All
he bad to do was to go and deliver one
speech in a constituency, and he lost a
supporter. I am confident that the late
member for Cue (Mr. Illingworth) owes
his defeat to the speeches the Premier
made at Cue in his support. I find from
our people thot our stocks went up
by leaps and bounds after the Premier's
speech, and that the Labour party became
more favourable to the Cue electors.
Every apeech the Premier made lost him
a supporter.  The only thing I am sorry
for 15 that he did not make six more
speeches, for then he would have had six
less Ministerial supporters, which would
make this side of the Howse much
stronger. Be that as it may, I am satis-
fied that the Government had no right to
indemnify the Press, and they have no
right, by whatever stretch of imagination,
in supporting the Minister. There can be
ne justification advanced, even by the
intellectual member for Greenough, one
of the owners of the Press. I feel con-
fident that if he were not an owner of a
paper and if he were in Parliament, no
man would raise his voice against this
higher, longer, and louder, than the bon.
member himself—that, is when it did not
affect himself.

Tag MivisTer For Works: It does
not affect me. The other side offered not
to tuke any action against the Morning
Herald if we would allow our case to
come on when they desired it.

Mr. TAYLOR: It cost the Press
£300.

Toe MinieTeER FOR WoRES : I would
like now to make a personal explana.
tion. While the hon. member is utter-
ing his slanders, it is just as well
that they should be contradicted. As
regards the Morning Herald I know the
circumstances of the case, as I happen
to be the chairman of directors of Stir-
ling Bros. and Co. Mr Hicks came to
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sea me, and offered to hold us harmless in
the action if we would help him againat
the Government, and if we would allow
the case 10 come on when he wanted it.
Believing the Minister for Mines had
done his duty in the matter, and believ-
ing that the Press had done their duty in
the matter in publishing the statement
in the public interest, we brought the
facts before the Government, and the
Government being willing fo indemnify
us the matter went on. If we had wished
to get out of it and disclaim respomnsi-
bility and throw it all on the Minister for
Mines, we could have done so and it
would have been an 'easy matter. We
did pot care two ping in the matter; it
did not affect us.

Mr. TAYLOR: We have heard the
explanation of the Minister, I will deal
with another phase of the (Government
supporting the Press. I find that the
printing of the electoral rolls was done
by private firms, and the price for print-
ing the rolls charged by the Morning
Herald was 27s. 6d. per page, the Kal-
goorlie Miner charged 19s. 6d. per page,
the Geraldton Press 15s., and the Cue
Press 12s. 6d. The Perth Press do their
printing by machinery, and at Kalgoorlie
it is done likewise. I want to know why
27s. 6d. was paid in Perth.

Tue Mixister ror Works: It was
not paid.

Mr. TAYLOR: It was generally
underatood that that was the price paid.

Tue MinisTER ForR WORES: No; the
matter went to arbitration. T believe
23s. or 24s. 6d. was paid.

Mz. TAYLOR: That shows the neces-
sity for a better adminigtration of our
departments. We find that the electoral
rolls of the State were printed at the cost
of 27s. 6d. in Perth, and the department
had to go to arbitration over it. The
Minister has owned up to 23s. or 24w, 64,
and if I had squeezed him a bit tighter
he might have owned up to 27s. 6&. The
Kalgoorlie Press did similar work for
19s. 64.

M=z. Dagrise: And there was more on
a page.

Me. TAYLOR: Yes, there was more
ona page. We find the Geraldton Press
did similar work for 15s. a page, and the
Cue Press charged 12s. 6d. a page.
Labour is cheaper in Perth than at Cue.
It is generally accepted by typographical
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people, who are supposed to know, that
machine work can be done for about one-
third of the cost of hand labour—the
difference is one-third cheaper by machine
than by hand work. The only rolls
printed by the Geraldton Press were those
for the Gerzldton electorate; and the only
rolls printed at Cue were for the Cue
electorate, and those printed at Kalgoorlie
were, I believe, for the Kalgoorlie district.
1 believe the Morning Herald printed the
rest for the State.

TrE MiNIsTER vorR Mings: A lot was
done in the Government Printing Office,
but they could not cope with the whole.

Me. TAYLOR: I recognise that the
Government Printing Office was over-
worked.

MRg. Avgwin: Fach page printed at
the Morning Herald office only contained
half a8 many names as were contained on
the pages printed at other places.

Mg. Daarissa: A large number of the
rolls were for the Legislative Council.

Mg. TAYLOR: Assuming the same
amount of work was on each page we find
the Morning Herald received 24s. 6d. as
againsgt 19s. 6d. at Kalgoorlie, 15s. at
Geraldton, 12s. 6d., at Cue, and I believe
10s. 64. at Bunbury, but I cannot say that
for a facs, although I am told that it is so.

Tpe MINISTER FOR WORKs: Better
have a select committes ; that wounld be a
good ides.

Me. TAYLOR: We have already had
an arbitration case over the prioting by
the Morning Herald, and the gentleman
who represents the Morning Herald in
this House desires a select committes to
be appointed. Does the bhon. gentleman
want some other means of adverlising
that wonderful journal of his?

Tue MrwisTer Fok WorEs: He wants
the fullest inquiry.

Me. TAYLOR: In many other things
connected with the hon. gentleman we
want the fullest inguiry.

Tae Mixisrer ror Worgs: The
fullest inquiry into anything you like.

Mr. TAYLOR: We might bave an
inquiry inte how the hon. member shifted
his politics.

TaE MINISTER FOR Un-
doubtedly.

M=. TAYLOR: I would like to have
a select commnittee to find out how long
the hon. member's convictions are pledged
for.

‘WORKS :
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Tk S8pEaxEr: I would like to point
out that the hon, member for Greenough
might listen in silence. He will have a
chance of speaking, when he can rebutall
gtatements made by the hon. mewber if
he desires. If the hon. member con-
tinues this cross-firing across the House,
we can never proceed with the debate.

Me. TAYLOR: T desire to point out
that the Morning Herald has received
24s. 6d. per page as against 19s. 6d. per
page paid at Kalgoorlie, where wages are
higher, 15s. at Geraldton, snd 12s. 6d.
for Cue. This looks bad on the face of
it. The hon. gentleman who is connected
with the Murning Herald is a Minister of
the Crown, and I think it looks bad on
the face of it for that newspaper to
receive 80 much more than other pesple
for similar work done for the Govern-
ment. I desire to say, so far as the
printing is concerned, we had only a short
time back a gentleman in the Govern-
ment service supervising the printing and
advertising, and I find he was receiving
a salary of esomething like £350 a year.
This officer saved w tbousand pounds
a year or more in the position which he
held, supervising the advertising. He
curtailed the advertising—I beliave he
bad o fair kpowledge of Western Aus-
tralia, and knew both the coastal portion
and the geldfields portion of the State—
and when contracts were to be let and
tenders called, and the advertising had
to be done through the medium of the
Press, this officer, with his knowledge,
knew how io advertise and give informa-
tion to contractors. In this way he
saved a great deal of public money. We
find on the last Estimates that the
Colonial Treasurer, in whose departmaent
this officer was, rednced the salary to
something like £150 a year, and so the
officer who held the position had to re-
sign. Since then the Metropolitan Press
and some of the newspapers in the back
country have received an imwmense
amount of advertising; I think the ad-
vertising since that gentleman’s departure
has run into double or treble what it
would have been under his supervision,
I do not know whether this is another
phase of the Government desiring to be
well bolstered up by the Press. There is
a general opinion that the Press is
ightier than the sword, but that is
i played out, to my mind. Still & number
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of people think that if they have the
Press behind them they are safe. I
charge the Government with having that
idea. This officer was receiving a salary
of £350 a year for supervising the adver-
tising, and using g knowledge as a
journalist to say exactly where the pub-
lication of advertisements should take
piace, also how to minimise the cost, so
that instead of having large advertise-
menis in the Press they could be nar-
rowed down as is done by a private firm.
But in doing this, the Government were
losing prestige ; therefore this officer had
to be removed, so that the Government
would have free play with the Press
through the coffers of the State. If the
ofticer had saved two or three thousand
pounds in 8o many years he should
have remained; why was he removed?
I shall. have an opportunity of knowing
how it all came about. I shall have an
opportunity of finding out what this State
has paid for advertising during that
gentleman’s term of office, and what it has
paid since then. I do not know if it were
wise to remove this officer; perhaps the
Government will claim that they did
not remove hm; but when the Govern-
ment reduce an officer's salary from £350
to £150 that is tantamount to a dis-
missal. I will not detain the House
much longer; but I would like to say in
conclnsion that I believe T am addressing
a Ministry standing on the briok of the
Ministerial grave. I believe the member
for Boulder thinks that too, and I see
that the member for Greenough is prac-
tically reconciled to the position. It is
nothing new to that gentleman, who has
sat on those Ministerial chaira once
before for a short time, and I know that
his sitting there will be short now. It is
a bad omen for a Ministry when the hon.
member for Greenough joins it. The
funeral will soon follow. The amend-
ment, I feel confident, will be carried,
and I am sure that it is in the best
interests of the country that it should be
carried. Apart from members of Par-
liament, the electors of Western Aus-
tralis. have emphatically decided at
the general elections that they have no
farther use for the James Government.
And they sent 22 Tabour members to
Parlinment pledged to vote against that
CGlovernment ; and they sent other mem-
bers who are on the Independent benches
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pledged to vote against the Government.
We heard the lecturette of the member
for Claremont (Mr. Foulkes), pointing
out to the Labour party the dangers of
the cross-benches and the unreliable-
ness of the Independents. T say those
Independent members were returned to
Parliament to oust the James Govern-
ment. When they have thrown out the
James Government they bave done what
the electors told them to do;, and having
done that, I suppose they will have a free
hand as toe what they will do subse-
quently. But there is no possible use in
denying, and I do not think the gentle-
men I am speaking of will deny, that the
Independents have been sent here by the
electors to put out the James Govern-
ment. I do not suppose they have a
direct mandate to put the Labour party
in power, but merely to throw the James
Government out; and the Labour party
also were sent here to oppose the James
Government. I will say what some other
members on this side of the House have
not said of all the cackle we hear from
the Government side about the members
of the Labour pa,rt{. being governed by
caucns, and our having to appeal to
caucus before we can speak. I say that
Labour members have as much freedom
of speech as any in this House; and I
will say what has not been said before.
Oppositions not only in Western Aus-
tralia but throughout the Common-
wealth, always say they do not want
office; and the leader of the Labour
party in this House has emphasised that
point. Whether my leader desires office
or not, I will tell this Chamber that the
people of Western Amstralia desire the
Labour party to take office.  The people
have no longer any use for the James
Government, and have sent the Labour
party here, being deeply seized of the
fact that the party are capable of
governing this State. And I will
ask my leader whether the party can
govern thia country better by sitting
on this aside of the House or on the
Government benches, While the TLabour
party are in a posttion to dictate every
line, verse, and chapter of the Government
policy by leaving the Government where
they are, I say the proper place from
which to dictate is the Treasury bench.
I say the Labour party are not ful-
filling the duties they were sent here
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to fulfil if they place on the statute book
laws they were sent here to pass, and yet
remain on this side of the Chamber and
allow the Premier the opportunity of
saying to the electors, “This is what my
Government did.” We have bad enough
of that during the last electoral cam.
paign, when the Government gave no
credit to the Labour party for the work
done in liberalising legislation in the last
Purlisment. The Government laid claim
to every scrap of work; and they would
do the same at the next elections if the
Labour party tock up the same stand by
advocating liberal measures from this
side and allowing Ministers to have the
credit of passing them. The question is
whether it is wise for the Labour party
in Opposition to dictate the policy of the
Government and allow Ministers to draw
the emoluments of office. There is no
mock modesty about me. I say the
Labour party are not fulfilling their duty
if they do not capture the Treasury bench.
In so doing they will do nought but
what the present and every other Gov-
ernment have done; and the people are
not so blind or so dense as not to feel
that the proper place for the democracy
of this country is on the Government
side of the House, advocating democratic
measures as the Government and not as
the Opposition. And if the emoluments
of office are to be drawn, those who do
the work should draw them; and T say
the Labour party should draw those
emoluments, and place on the statute
book laws which they believe in. The
day bas gone by in Australian politics
when the Labour party simply remain
as a third party. They have now suffi-
cient capacity to govern the country.
The member for Toodyay (Mr. Quinlan)
inquires about the capitalist. This
State bhas had experience of the
capitalist ever since the institution
of Responsible Government, and has
weighed capitalists at the last general
election and found them wanting. 1
am not referring to the hon. member's
being a capitalist. He asked me what
about the capitalist. Australia has been
governed by capitalists since we have
had Responsible Government; hence the
financial position we are in to-day. And
I feel confident that with the advent of
the Tabour party as the Government, the
condition of this State will be better for
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the people who have to live in it. I
feel gure neither this nor any other State
has aught to fear from the Labour party.
The party come here with clean hands;
and T hope when they leave this Chamber,
if they ever leaveit, they will he able to go
out with clean hands. I am sure tbe
Labour members who have eatered this
Parliament have come with the highest
intentions and to do the best they can for
the country. Tbey have noaxes of their
own to grind; they are not men with
certain properties, to increase the value of
which they intend to utilise their political
power. They have come here with fixed
principles, at the request of the majority
of the electors. The principles of the
party will stand the test of time, and
when embodied in the statute book will
make this country a freer and a better
country for the workers and for the peaple
generally. And I will say béfore T
resumemy seat thatno matter whatmay be
said to the contrarv, the Labour move-
ment in Australia is inspired with the
highest intentions and the ntmost nobility
of purpose. That being so, the men who
are sent here thus inspired the country
has nothing to fear from; and I feel con-
fident that once the Labour party take
charge of the Treasury bench they will
remain on it for all time. That is what
the democracy of this country demands.
Tae MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
J. M. Hopking) : Mr. Speaker, may 1
offer you my congratulations on your
elevation to the honourable position to
which you have been raised by members
of this Chamber? At the same time,
may I congratulate the leader of the
Oppositien (Mr. Daglish) on his acces-
gion to the leadership of the party
opposite? I hope I shall be pardoned
for saying that I think it a position
he is eminently fitted to occupy for
n very extended period. I am rather
at a loss to comprehend the purport
of that alliance which seems to be hover-
g in the distance—an alliance which at
the outset of this debate made we doubt-
ful whether it would Le my lot to con-
gratulate the member for West Perth
(Myr. Moran) ou bis being the leader of
the Labour party. However, I have not
the slightest doubt that such an alliance
would cause to some members for Eastern
Goldtields constituencies at least some
trifling anxiety as to how they could
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reconcile that state of affairs with their
obligations to their constituents. The
member for Mt. Margaret (Mr. Taylor),
who bas just preceded me, favoured the
Asgsembly with much cry and precious
little wool. Now as a fact, it is not long
gince that hon. member was elected as a
pledged member of the Labour party in
the preceding Parliament of this State;
and it was not long before he was stump-
g thecountry and denouncing that party
in precisely the same terma as we heard
him denounce the present Government
here to-night. Elected as a Labour
nominee, only a brief period elapsed
before he becameo his party’s most vicious
oppouent; but now, with a prospect of
the emoluments of office, we find him
cheek by jowl on the same bench with
the member for Kanowna (Mr. Hastie).
In the last Parliament he scorned the
thought of sitting on the same side of the
House as that hon. member. The mew-
ber for Kalgoorlie (Mr. Johnson), and
gome wembers for other Labour constitu-
encies, will find food for thought in the
remarks now fulling from me. The mem-
ber for Mt. Marguret, like myself, was
elected to the last Parliament in oppo-
-gition to the Throssell Government, of
which Mr. Moran was a prominent mem-
ber. I saw shades of the member for
West Perth hovering round the senti-
ments which cawe from the member for
Mt. Margaret to-night; and farther,
when one checks the records of the last
Parliament, one finds that although my
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position in this House was m oppo- -

sition to the Throssell-Moran Govern-
ment, and though T voted conscientiously
against ihem from the beginning, the

member for Mt. Margaret is found ,
voting in 33 divisions with the rem- °
. reference to that case; but if there is
four occasions during the last Parliament .

nants of that Fovernment, while on only

did he vote against them. Perbaps he is
able to look back on his three years’
service in this House, and to realise now
what he has done for humanity, what
meagures he brought forward, and which
of the 43 Acts of Parliament placed on the
stutute book of this country by the James
Glovernment in the last Parliament was he
responsible for, and over which one of
those Acts did he exercise any influence.
Judging hy the diatribes we have listened
to from that hon. member, there is no
hunesty either in this Parliament or this

Fourth day. 185

Government. Those who know him are
likely to reflect whether hiz iz not the
biased and prejudiced opinion of a man
who has been already soured by failure
and misfortune. The hon. member inflicts
on the House a weary string of repetitions
in which we find ““¢rime, crime, crime,”
“ the cost of political honour,” * prostitu-
tion of political principles,” atanding out
in every seutence and every paragraph
which he utters. T'ruly, the word ““crime”
seems to ripple easily on the lips of the
hon. member. ‘*Methinks” that on thig
question * the lady doth protest too
much.” He should be the last to hold
up his band against the late Treasurer of
this country (Mr. Glardiner). I do not
hesitate to say that 50 years hence the
name of Mr. Gardiner will be respected
and honoured in the State when the name
of Taylor is discarded and forgotten.
Every member of the Government is
attacked by the hon, member. We are
told Mr. George was silenced, that every-
body was silenced, by political bribes.
Reu{ly. one has to listen to such as the
hou. member to realise what a blackguard
the average member of Parliament can
easily become. He attacks Captain Laurie
for occupying a position which he is
bighly capable of filling, and in which he
receives the modest remuneration of £200
# year—the same salary as the hon.
member opposite—a salary for which
Captain Lauric gives much more valuable
service to the State than is rendered by
the hon. member ; and yet Captain Laurie
isattacked and the basest charges levelled
sgainst him; but those charges pass
by him as they pass by me, ¢ like
the idle wind, which I respect not.”
The Hicks-Gregory case has been trotted
out. Onpe does not need to make passing

any person at the present moment who
feels he would be influenced by the
despicable comments which fell from that
hon. gentleman, I would ask him to read
the comments of the Judges of our
Courts, and I say the remarks of my
colleague the Minister for Mines were
modesty itself in comparison with the
strictures that fell from those hon.
gentlemen. The member for Kimberley
(Mr. Coonnr} takes his place in the
House and alliea himself with a party
which I believe is foreign to the policy of
the constituency he represents.
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Mz. Conwor: That is not so.

Tre MINISTER FOR LANDS: 1
think the hon. member has ulways been
noted more for his exuberance than his
wisdom. He represents a constituency
which is large I area but small in
population.

Mgz. Hotman: It always will be, if
yon have the same opportunitics.

Tee MINISTER FOR LANDS: I
have not the slightest doubt that even
he would concede to we that the bulk of
the people living in that constituency are
of the coloured race.

Mg. Connor: That is not so.

Tee MINISTER FOR LANDS: May
I congratulate him on being an admirable
reflex of his constituency. o

Me. Connor : What colour are you ¥

Tue MINISTER FOR LANDS: If I
owed my election so much to my relations
as he does. I should assume some degree
of modesty. The member for Coolgurdie
(Dr. Ellig), prior to his being engulphed
in a perfect melstrom of fgures and
wild deductions which have been moth-
eaten since bequeathed to this Assembly
some time apo by the hon. member
who represents Dundas (Mr. Thomas),
made certain assertions relative to the
prosperity of this State, and on that
problem which concerns every mnation,
the better utilisation of its unemployed.
I think there is a clear issue here. T
understand from Dr. Ellis that the
Labour party cousider an increase in
population undesirable.

Dr. Ernis: I never spoke of the
Labour party.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS:
He said that immigration should not be
encouraged because there is no work; and
I am rather at a loss to understand any
gensible member of the community,
especially oue elected to represent what
ought to be a Liberal coustituency in this
House, trotting out a tarradiddle which
can be so easily exploded. The hon.
member should have considered the
unique position we in Western Australia
represent to-day ; our large area of idle,
undeveloped, unused Crown lands, the
large importations of farm produce—
£78,000 worth introduaced for the year
ending 30th June last, and valued at
over one million sterling —and in addition
that population crying out for a
cheaper food supply; yet the hon.
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member says we have no room for
farther imnigration

Mgr. Dagrisa: Who says it ?

Taz MINISTER FOR LANDS :
The hon. member who represents Cool-
gardie,

Dr. Err1s: You made a blunder, but
that does not count in your case.

Tre MINISTER FOR LANDS :
I may say that prior fo my assuming
control of the Lands Department I found
arrivals surging into the capital and on
to the Eastern Goldfields. I have on
previous accasions said here, and I have
said it on the public platform, that I
know of no sadder sight than that of
bodies of strong men seeking the
privilege of work ; and for my own part
I can conceive of no position in this world
to cause a man more anxiety, or anything
that is more desolating, than to be denied
every coveted position, to find every door
slammed in his face, and to go probgbly to
glance at the lists of advertisements in
a newspaper. I myself decided some time
ago to take steps with a view of solving
that problem, and what I have done on
the question I will deal with later on.
What I want to bring under notice is
that the new arrivals coming into Western
Australia to-day are no longer surging
into the big capitals of our Eastern
Goldfields.

MEe. Dagrisa: A great many of them
are.

Tax MINISTER FOR LANDS: 1
understand that the difference between
the bon. gentlemen who sit opposite and
the Government is this, that they are
satisfied to bring the people into cities,
whilst the policy of the Grovernment, is to
put them on the land. Regently it was
reported to me that 1,250 people were
unemployed on the goldficlds, and T had
urgent solicitations from the political
Labour party, the mayor and councillors
of the municipality, the A M.A, and the
AW.A. T wect there and spent days to
fully investigate this question and deal
with it on ite werits. The 1,250 was
made up by members on the roils of the
ATUA, the AWA, the local Labour
Bureau, the Trades Hall, and various
other institutions, so that the duplication
of names must be plainly manifest. The
most gratifying subject brought under
my notice was a statement made by Mr.
Jeff Dodd, whose word I would take in
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place of that of most men who are capable
of expressing an opinion on that question.
The statement made on that deputation
was, “ It is not the new arrivals, but it is
the reducing of the working costs, and
the older men are being shoved to one
gide. It is only the strongest and most
vigorous who can find a place in the
mines to-day.” And what, I may ask,
have my friends on the other side done
to alleviate the position of the wan
who is being pushed aside? After
due publicity was given, and after time
gpent, I found under 40 persons who
came to personally interview me. In
addition to that, I inquired from the
representatives of the local charitable
inslitutions, benevolent societies, and
ministers of religion, and as a result of
my own personal interviews I have every
assurance of those capable of expressing
an opinion, that the difficulty existing or
suid then to exist was not nearly so keen
as it was 12 months ago. To-day our
population is 236,000.  Our population
12 months ago was 220,000 ; therefore in
that instance history repeats itself — popu-
lation is bringing with it prosperity. To
follow the opinions of the hon. member
for Coolgardie I should say that Robinson
Crusee must have been a most prosperous
community.

Dr. Ertis: Well, he had no rent to

pa.%m: MINISTER FOR LANDS : It is
plainly manifest that Western Australia
to-day, with a population of 286,000
people, ie a more prosperous State than it
was when it had a population of 220,000;
and thisis the State which the hon. member
for Coolgardic thought fit to decry; this is
the State which has been kinder to him
than the land of his nativity ; this is the
State which we find imposing greatness
on some persons, yet those persons cannot
find anything bad eoough to say about
it ; this State which in its infancy can
boast a better external trade per unit of
its population than any other country in
the world.

Dx. Bruie: Quite right.

Tre MINISTER FOR LANDS : This
is not a State which the member for
Coolgardie should decry as being prac-
cally on the verge of bankruptey—a State
with an external trade per unit of ita
population which is four limes greater
than that of France, three times greater
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than that of Canada, and twice as great
as that of the United Kiogdom, Aus-
tralia, and New Zealand. Surelya State
of that kind, whose total trade in the past
decade has grown from two and a quarter
million to over 17 million sterling, and
which in the same period has witnessed a
growth of its population from 85,000 to
286,000 people, isnota country for the hon.
member opposite to deery in the mabner
in which he described this State. I be-
lieve myself in Western Australia.

Dz. Exzis: So do L

Tre MINISTER FOR LANDS: It is
a pity you do not admit it in your
remarks. Sheis a State that is great in
territory, is rich in minerals, and has the
finest pastoral area in the world. To-day
the South- Western District alone has 31
million acres of agricultural lands avail-
able for settlemeut, all within a splendid
rainfall, and of which one-third at least
is estimated to be first-class agricultural
land, the counterpart of Victoria, New
South Wales, and Queensland; yetan
insignificant population of 236,000 people
is said to be all that Western Austmalia
can command. The State has from the
time when population started to come to
its shores grown and developed, she bas
shown her capacity to absorb that popula.
tion as it arrived, and I believe that if
the policy which has been promulgated
by the Government is ca.rrieg out either
by this Government or by hon. members
opposite, we may regard the previous
years as a reasonable assurance of the
progperity which we in the immediate
future will enjoy. The member who
represents Murchison (Mr. Holman}, in
the course of his meanderings around
the State, had occasion to imtimate that
when I joined the Government my electors
had been bribed by a grant of £500 for
fire brigade purposes,

Me. HoLmaxn: You are saying what is
absolutely untrue.

Tar 8pEakER: The hon. member must
withdraw that remark. It is unperlis-
mentary.

Mx. Hormaw: I desire to withdraw
the remark, and I say the statement is
incorrect.

THE SPEARER: The hon. member must
not qualify it.

Tae MINISTER FOR LANDS: Iam
glad to have the hon. member’s assur-
ance that the statement published in tbe
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Press and in numerous papers throughout
the State is untrue; and as apparently
he never made that charge, it is mow
unnecessary for me to recount the details
which would have been the means of
upsetting the iheory that had been
raised.
Mgz. Horxan: You can do that.
Tag MINISTER FOR LANDS: I
will not bother about that. The hon.
member says the assertions in the papers
are not true. I was opposed in my
electorate, and the present member for
Murchison (Mr. Holman) made it his
business to come to Boulder and deliver
o speech, after which my return was never
in doubt. The member for Brown Hill
(Mr. Bath) in the course of his remarks
made reference to our proposals for the
taxation of land and the breaking up of
big eatates. I wunt to be perfectly clear
on this, because it is very evident that
my friend did not follow the policy
initiated by the Governmeut, or he would
not have fallen into the blunder he did.
Mxz. Baru: 1 have not spoken yet.
Tee MINISTER FOR TLANDS:
What he said across the table is quite
sufficient for we, and if I am wrong, he
can correct me when I have finished.
The hon. member seems to be under the
impression that our proposal was to pro-
vide a tax on the unimproved values of
lands for municipal purposes. The
Labour party never seem to get beyond
the bounds of some municipality. That
is not the proposal of the Government,
although when a new Municipalities Bill
is introduced X have not the slightest
doubt every member of this Government,
would befound voting for such a provision.
The Government did not propose any new
taxation. We thought that over thres
millions of money drawn from the pockets
of 236,000 people was almost without
parallel in Australia. I want, if possible,
hon, members to realise that our proposal
to break up big estates was a thing
entirely apart from local governwent. [t
was not a local imposition ; and to gain
this end we did not say, as was done by
the Upper Houses of the Eastern States,
“ No; 1if you are going to apply it against
the bigger estates, you woust apply it to
the quarter-acre lot,” because by that
means they brought in under their banner
all the holders of quarter-acre allotments.
I can go to this extent and say that the
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quarter-acre allotment holder in West
Australia is a very desirable citizen, and
and we want him; but we say that the
State hag upon its credit borrowed large
sums of money, that the taxes collected
from the pockets of the people have been
expended to provide railways and pub-
lic facilities, and that these railways and
public facilities are not availed of
because large areas of valuable land are
locked up in close proximity to them: =o
we invite all sections of the community
to come in under our banuer and help us
to impose a tax to break up these big
estates, and to foree their owmers, who
are mainly absentees, to make the land
available. After making these proposals
in my constituency, I was opposed by a
delegate of the political Labour party,
and I found there was nothing but hos-
tility to the proposals, The Labour party
gay, “ No; youmust not tax the absentee.
You must not tax the monopoliat.”

Me. Bare: Who said that ?

Tae MINISTER FOR LANDS: I was
gpeaking of one of the Labour delegates.
It seems every one of the Labour party
has his own policy. They say we must
notimpose a tax unless we tax the quarter-
acre holder also. Our proposal was that
the revenue derived from the breaking up
of these big estates, or the tax we con-
templated imposing, would be reimbursed
in the districts where it was collected. I
might direct the attention of hon. mem.
bers opposite to a paragraph in the
Governor's Speech, wherein we say :—

During the recent general elections my
advisers placed their policy very elearly before
the electors, and there are many items in that
pelicy to which the attention of Parlinment
should be devoted as early as possible. The
franchise of electors to the Legislative Council
ghould be broadened and the Council brought
more closely into touch with the householders
throughout the State.

May I ask what is the policy of our
friends opposite on this question ?

Me. Trov: Adult suffrage.

Tee MINISTER FOR LANDS: Oh!
they are not going to abolish the Upper
Houge. Tt is adult suffrage. Why?
We get a new idea every time a member
on this side asks a question. 'Weare not
going to abolish that Chamber. The
people of this State want to know, and
will know before those pentlewen come
back from their constituencies to adorn
this bench, what their views are. No
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doubt we shall have a number of views.
Not only will the member for West Perth
come under the banner, but the member
for Kimberley also; and the latter will be
able to tell us what he is going to do in
regard to the abolition of the Upper
Cham ber, the Esperance Railway question,
and the question of influx of immigration
and its effect on the land pelicy of this
Government. Of course the leader of the
Opposition is making no attack, and con-
sequently he anticipates no reply.

ME. Daorisa: The country's attack
was made before,

Tue MINISTER FOR LANDS: In
true American style, he thought we were
going to stand down and say *“Cowme
right in.” I think before the elections
are over some of them will be “ right in.”
We want to know what reasons there
are that have all of a sudden induced my
hon. friends opposite, more particularly
the member for Mount Margaret, to
become cheek by jowl with those against
whom he could not say anything bad
enough, in the rush for the emoluments
of office. The Government have a good
record for their administration. They
rescued the greal Coolgardie Water
Scheme. We have witnessed during our
period the greatest output of gold on
record. We have stimulated the pastoral
industry, and organised the greatest agri-
cultural develoﬁeut that hg:;a ever been
seen in any portion of Australia,. We
have closed the year with a surplus of
£83,000, and placed 43 Acts on the
statute-book of the country during last
session. Many of those Acts are con-
demned by our friends opposite. Which
of our laws are they going to repeal? T
do not suppose the member for Eimberley
can name one Act passed last session. I
would not like to tax his intelligence to
quote two of them. These were laws
that were introduced by the Government
and placed on the statute-book of the
State, and they will stand for ever as a
record of liberalism which will never be
outclassed by our friends opposite. The
records of the last session—the liberal
laws that have been initiated and per.
fected—are measures that have been
introduced by this Gtovernment, unin-
fAuenced by the hon, members opposite,
who feel quite justified in trotting round
the country taking eredit for everything
the Government did, and condemning
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it, nv matter whether there is any
reason for it or not. I had anticipated
to have beard something which might
have added interest to this debate,
instead of allowing it to flag along in the
manner in which it has; and if my effort
does nothing else than shake up some of
those who are yet to speak, it will not be
wasted. The hon. member for Leonora
has treated us to a few of his views to-
night. He is a member who fluked his
election by a walk-over. He gave us,
like one or iwo mewmnbers that preceded
him, a disquisition on trade unicumism.
He told us that Sir John Forrest was a

reat man becatise he initiated the

oolgardie Water Scheme. At the
same time he did not say—perhaps he
did not know—that there remained for
this Government to stand the drudgery, to
raise the funds, to save it from chaos and
corruf»l:ion and to carry it to a successful
completion, and place it in the suceeasful
positiod it occupies to-day. The hon.
member said that Sir John Forrest did

reat things in introducing an Arbitration
Bill. Will he tell us how many cases
were cited before the Court, how muny
awards were made and how many enforced ?
This is the gentleman who represents
trade unionism, and who knows all about
it. Recently a letter appeared in one of
the papers stating that a person who had
been resident in this State for something
like seven years was going home because
he could not select a block of land of 160
acres. Strange as it may seem, during
the last year the area of land and leases
selected totalled one million acres in excess
of the total area of England, and that
man was going home!

M= Awowin: It is a good job for the
country that he went.

Tue MINISTER FOR LANDS: It is
a great pity thut the member for Northam
(Mr. Watts) did not go with him. Many
people bave said, *Yes, you have put up
a record in land selection; but what is
going to bappen to the young men going
on to this sour amnd virgin country—
young inexperienced men?” The answer
18 well exemplified by the yield of wheat,
which rose from 985,000 bushels in the
previous year to 1,899,000 last year. The
wheat yield for last year was not only
doubled, but the average increased from
10 busheis to 14 bushels,
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Mr., Warrs:
settlers ?

Tae MINISTER FOR LANDS: A
vary large amount from new settlers. We
have still within the South-West Division
31,000,000 acres available; and T am most
strongly convinced that even my hon.
friends opposite, a solid party of twenty-
two, the solidarity of which will be farther
considered after the portfolios are allotted,
if they do not carry out the continuation
of the lapd settlement policy we have
introduced, will not be able to keep the
Treasury bench in this Parliament. 1
should bave liked to have quoted some
figures on the wheat yields of the Eastern
States for the particular edification of
the member for Coolgardie, who is
gaid to revel in things of that descrip-
tion. I should have liked to have toid
him how New SBouth Wales and Victoria
came out with one bushel per acre—[Dxr.
Biris: They hbad a drought]—while
Western Australia had an average pro-
duction of 10°54; and the hon. member,
conscious of his greatness, says “ They
had a drought.” Western Australia has
never had a drought; and for his
information I shall give him the figures
for five years. [Dr. Erris: I know
them.] Then if the hon. member knows
them, ho should wever have made the
nssertion he made just now that there
wase o drought in the East. TFor the last
five years the average yield in South
Australia was five bushels, and for New
South Wales seven busbels per acre.
[Dr. Brre: I thought the Minister said
one bushel.] That was for 1502. When
it comes to tem years, the average for
South Australin was four bushels per
acre, for Victoria seven bushels, for New
South Wales eight bushels, and Western
Australia 14 bushels peracre. We claim
that our administration hag been liberal.
Surveys which were allowed to accumu-
late to the detriment of settlement have
been removed. We spent £12,000 in
1902. The survey work is done by
contract, or at schedule rates. In 1903
we doubled the amount, and spent
£24,000. For the four mounths of this
year we have spent £12,721, and to meet
the current requirements of this year it
is entimated chat the expenditure will be
£40,000 sterling. These figures go to
show that although the member for
Nortbam is able to find one or two

How much from new
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people who are dissatisfied, there are
very many who have been highly pleased.

Mr. Warra: Surveys do not show
they are satisfied.

Tae MINISTER FOB LANDS: The
surveys show that the people are satisfied
in continuing the pavment of rents, and
tbat the land is not forfeited, ag was
alleged by the hon. member last night.
The question of selection before survey
is perhaps putting the cart before the
horse, and there is not the slightest
doubt that the member for Northum will
concede that whilst we have people wait-
ing to get on their Dblocks, it is not
desirable to survey through virgin coun-
try. The past teaches us that the
agriculturist must not expect too much
from the Tabour party, a party which,
at least in every Parlisment in Eastern
Australia, has shown very little sympathy
for the isolation and difficulties of the
agricultural industry. The Labour party
seem to think that the workers are only
to be found in cities, that the only
people deserving of help are those to be
found in the cities or towns, or in our
mines. That s not the policy I take up.
The mewber for Northam stated that no
effort was made to help aman to improve
his holding gradually whilst engaged in
another industry, so that ultimately he
can live on the land. I think I quote
the hon. member rightly ¥

Mr. Warrs: Certainly not; I said
you compelled persons who took up
homestead blocks to carry out double
improvements if they lived away fromn
their land.

Tue MINISTER. FOR LANDS: As
I find an Act of Parliament so I
administer it. It is a great pity that
before the hon. member set bimeelf up
as an authority on these things, he did
not find time to read the legislation that
controlled them.

Mr. Warrs: Why did you not alter
the law ?

Tee MINISTER FOR LANDS:
That is one of the privileges of Parlia-
ment: our consolidation Lund Biil wouid
have doneit. T havefound cases of hard-
ship in covntry districts. I lmow of
cases in which men have selected free
farms, and have been compelled to live
on land which for years could not be
productive. I found one instance in
which a man with his wife and three
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children left the Eastern Goldfields to
live on 160 acres of land. Ina short
poriod his resources ran out. He was 40
miles away from a railway, and the man
had to go back to work, leaving his wife
on the proge His eldest child was
six years of age. KEvery drop of water
had to be carted 1} miles. Whilst the
man was away the wife burnt the timber
from 20 acres of land ; she invited tenders
for ploughisg, and the lowest price
was £20.  She bought horses, ploughed
the land herself, and that woman holds
a degree from the Sydney University.
I was proud to meet a woman of
that lind, and I took the oppor-
tunity of extending to her every favour.
able consideration that was in my
power. What I have done to make
known the possibilities of the agricultural
resources of the State to every portion of
the world is well known. At the present
time I have a very satisfactory report,
which I received this mail, from Mr.
‘Wilbur, who is lecturing in the Eastern
States. At Hamel T bave introduced a
departure which is the most liberal ever
introduced by any Government in
Australia, and it has wno_parallel in
any country in the world. I think
I have been able to improve
on that in what is known as the
Nangeenan Settlement. We had there
wheat land which was idle and unoccu-
ied while men were secking to make
omes in these agricultural districts
without the meens of doing it. We
think nothing of spending money in the
repurchase of big estates. I felt that
while we have Crown lands we might
gwe money to men to improve portions
of the Crown lands, whilst improving
their own lproperty. At Nangeenan I
cut up the land into blocks of 250 acres.
I gave to the succesaful men at the ballot
a contract to ringbark 200 acres, and to
grub the other 50 acres. Payments are
made on the first of each month, and we
allow no man to draw more than £190.
Tt 18 not a grubbing contract, buta burn-
ing one, and if a man has children every
one is a3 good as himself in that busi-
ness. Instead of being forced into bank-
ruptey in striving to buy horses and
plant to work his land, ‘2 man can say to
his men in the middle of the settlement:
“8end your team over and plough the
land, and put a crop in; there are my
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progress payments to pay for it.”” That
18 the system I have introduced, and T
have extended that system to Bainding.
It is & system which I believe is destined
practically to remain in Western Aues-
tralia. [MRr. Warts intevjected.] The
hon. member never opens his mouth
unless he puts his foot into it. There is
po need for assistance from the Agricul-
tural Bank on lands of that deserip-
tion. I know only ove instance in
which a settler in that portion of
the State has mentioned such a thing to
me. One would think we had myriads
of settlers in the Eastern Districts erying
out for assistance from the Agricultural
Bank. Y would not have liad this one
case brought under my notice were it not
for the fact that T went into that district
to make inquiries myself. The only
complaint was made by a setiler at my
invitation. He said that he would like
to have sufficient money to stock his land
with sheep. That is the only case that
came under my notice. If the Govern-
ment remained in power for a longer
period we would have been able not ooly
to supply to these settlers, but to the
furmers of this country, sheep to atock
their holdings with. I do not refer to
freghold lands, but to small C.P. holders
who wish sowe stock to breed from. On
the Nangeenan Settlement 29 contracts
have been let, which represents a popula-
tion of 112 people who have been trans-
ferred from a position of idleness toa
position where they can go on land which
was unused previously and build their
own homes on the ]ancfv Such o system
gives & man a show to establish & home
for bis wife and children, at the same time
reducing the number of the unemployed.
Now if there are unemployed in Western
Australia, to-duy, how many more would
there be but for the vigorous land policy
the present Government introduced ? If
8,000 people have been transferred to our
agricultural districts, what would have
been the position had they remained in
the centres of Kalgoorlie and Boulder?
Moreover, not a week goes by in which I
do not interview persons from the Eastern
States, men with £2,000, £3,000, £5,000,
and up to £10,000, who come here dis-
sutisfied with their prospects in Eastern
Australia, and who are settling here,
Every time I have gone to the seaport to
meet an intercolonial steamer, I have seen
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men bringing with them their wives and
children, many of them bringing 10 or 15
cart horses and all their agricultural
implements, ready to start work upon the
lands which only a few months before
they had to my knowledge selected.
There is one feature which from the
beginning of my connection with the
Lands Office has caused me considerable
anxiety. A man will apply for a block
of land, and before his application reaches
the head office some other person forestals
him. Well, T cannot remedy that. The
Act must be amended. It wasone of the
Government proposals to amend the Act
to provide for decentralisation, so that
the priority of an application might date
from the time it was handed in at the
Iocal office. Another Qifficulty was that
our agencies were not satisfactery. I
appointed Mr. Ranford to take charge of
them — an excellent officer who un-
fortunately broke down under a con-
tinuous strain of service extending over
36 years, during which he had, I think,
pix weeks' leave. The result is, I have
had to make arrangements for another
officer fo take uwp those duties, which
duties Mr. Ranford will re-assume in due
course, at the expiry of the extended leave
I have given him. He will then take up
bis quarters at Katanning, where I think
the strain on him will be less severe
However, I have had to take strong
action as to some of the agencies; and
whether 1 shall remain in office long
enough to complete my ylans is perhaps
a matter of little concern, inasmuch as
the wuy is clearly blazed so that the
gentleman who will fill this position may
follow on the lines which I have laid
down.

Lasour MemBER: The diffieulties have
been found out rather late.

Tae MINISTER FOR LANDS: They
have been found out probably 5,000 times
quicker than they would bave been by a
man of the hon. member's capacity.
‘When I took office I found a wan and
his wife mopping uwp 16,000 acres of
country. I put a stop to that. I found
large areas of land being applied for in
all directions ; and when a classification
was made which did not suit the appli-
cants, they wanted their money back. I
put a step to that business. The limit

of first-class lands granted to-day is 2,000 l
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acres; and that aren has to suffice for a
man and his wife.

Mr. WarTa: State robbery in the
matter of second and third-class lands.

Trr MINISTER FOR LANDS: It is
most remarkable that land agents and
people trading in land in various agricul-
tural centres are the only men-who make
these violent protests againat the conser-
vation of the interests of tha State.

MR, Scappen: What about the mallet
bark industry ?

Ter MINISTER FOR LANDS: I
know that industry has recently assumwed
large proportions, and 1 believe it will
bacome a valuable industry. Any person
has a right to embark in that industry,
The member for Ivanhoe (Mr. Scadden)
needs nothing but an axe in order to go
into it to-morrow morning.

Mr. ScaDpneEN: An applicant secured
5,000 acres in order to cut the bark.

Tre MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
hon. member says some persons applied
for & grazing lease, and secured it simply
for the purpose of cotting bark., Will he
kindly tell us when he addresses this
House how he can fathom the minds of
the applicants for 5,000-acre leases of
inferior lands, to uscertain whether the
lands will be used for gruzing or for
mallet bark-cutting ? For my own part,
I think it would be most diffieult to
discriminate between Smith and Brown.
The Act is clear : and all we can do 18 ta
frame regulations to control the stripping
of that bark. I have already issued
written instructions that such regulations
should be framed; and 1 am now inp
possession of an official statement. 1
had occaston to shake up the Ferestry
Department to know why the regulatione
were not ready; the secretary informed
me that he had them in readiness, but
was desirous of visiting the scene of the
industry before finully agking for approval
of the regulations. The hen. member
will now realise that he is not the only
man taking any interest in the barl
industry. I was interested to seein an
old Gazetie that the land revenve of this
State for the last quarter of 1838 comes
under the head of ¢ Casual, £7 15a. 04."
On the 1st March last the officers of my
department took over the counters i
hard cash a sum exceeding £25,000. The
revenue for 1902 was £150,000, for 1902
£164,000, and for the first six months of
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this year within a fraction of £100,000;
and this not for the sale of freehold
blocks, but principally for land rents and
selection in progress. In 1902 the arca
classified was only 326,000 acres; the
area classified at the end of last year
was 1,187,000 acres; and the inspectors
making that classification had to travel
over 60,000 miles of roads. Those figures
clearly disprove the assertions of the
member for Northam (Mr. Watts). He
started out last night with the intention
of attacking the Lands Department;
and it seems to me astounding that a
man should live so long in an agricul-
tural district, should become its repre-
sentative in this Assembly, and should
still be so entirely ignoraat of those
departments which have contributed so
much to the prosperity of the district he
represents. He says the Agricultural
Bank should be removed from political
control ; and strange to say, it has never
been under political control. I suppose
he will now tell us that it ought to be
under political control so that he
and bhis friends may have the right
to dive in whenever it suits them.
He tells vs also that we did no-
thing in the way of water supply for
agricultural settlers. He did not realise
that some of the country be was talking
about—Cowcowie and other areas to

which he referred when he spoke of |

country north of Grass Valley —-

Mr. Warrs: That is a long way
north.

Tre MINISTER FOR LANDS: All
the more reason for water supply, I say.

Me. Warrs: I did not want it a
hundred miles away.

Tae MINISTER FOR LANDS: I
see. You want it in the fown of
Northam only Last year I hud a vole
placed on the Estimates, for the first
time in the history of this Parliament, for
the purpose of providing water supply in
agricultural districts—providing wells,
bores, and dams to help on ngricul-
tural settlement. For the purpose of en-
abling people to get out to where the agri-
cultural lands are situuted bores or dams
have been provided in a number of places,
and I may say that a series of wells is
being sunk at the present time extending
on both sides more or less of the Great
Southern Railway from Gireenbills right
down io Mt. Barker, yet we have an
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agricultural wmember standivg up and
telling us vothing is dome. His great
desirve seems to centre round an imaginary
bricklaver or draper. [MEMBER: Auc-
tioneer.] I am neither, but I would
prefer to be agood bricklayer at any time
as against a bad politician,

Me. Warra: I said a grocer or a
draper.

Tare MINISTER FOR LANDS: I
know what you said. Probably you did
not understand it. I think we need only
lock ab the history of America. Garfield
at one time was a driver of mules ; later on
he chopped wood; and still later Le was
President of the United States, and it
was a8 easy for Garfield to be President
of the United States as it was to drive
mules. [Interjection by Mr. Warrs.]
What Tam Iowe to my own industry
and my own integrity. What the mem-
ber for Nortbam has he owes to bhis
associations. Tt is said there are not
chances on the land in Western Aus-
tralis. May I instance a case just brought
under wmy notice where the manager of a
large farm in Western Australin recently
secured an appointment in Victoria. He
writes to me: ““ My 46 cows that I milked
on inferior country in Western Australia
returced to me £8 per week in excess of
the return which I draw from 96 cows in
Victoria.” There are many other instances
to which I might have made reference.
But I do not wish at this late hour of the
night to weary members, although I
think that probably such information as
this is of more interest even than that of
hon. members opposite. There was a
long and useless giu.tribe from the mem-
ber for Mt. Margaret (Mr. Taylor), I

i had oceasion to pass some remarks upon

the member who represents Kimberley
{Mr. Connor), and at the same time the
member who represents West Perth
{Mr. Moran). Seeing that I usually
speak as I feel, it is not to be wondered
at that these members are absent before
my remarks are finished. The member
who represents West Perth by a majority
of 16 votes, the one-time member for
Kalgoorlie, at a later date a discarded
Minister, a disciple of black labour in the
Kimberleys, and to-day said to be the
guiding influence in the Western Aus-
tralian Labour party

Dr. Exr1s : The Government say that.
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Taee MINISTER FOR LANDS: Is
it not ge? T spoke of the member for
West Perth as the guiding influence of
the Labour party, and it is indignantly
denied by the hon. member opposite. Is
that so ?

MgR. Dagrise: Iasked you who said it.

Tae MINISTER FOR LANDS: I
thought that, if such an alliance existed,
it foreboded some strange eruptions to
the Labour party of Western Australia.

Mr. Morar: It means some terrible
difference to you.

Tre MINISTER FOR LANDS:
There are other coustituencies that would
probably like to make some inquiries.
The member for Weat Perth may be
termed the ome egregions blunder of
Western Australian politics; the man
who wishes to lead any party, and is
willing to join any party which holds out
an invitation.

Me. TaHOoMaS:
much,

Tee MINISTER FOR LANDS:
Ostracised by all, and no doubt to-day as
a result more or less of intrigue and
playing the game, he finds himeelf left
high and dry on the sands of desolation,

Me. Taomas: What about your say-
ing that the Constitution Bill or the
Redistribution of Seats Bill was a rag of
a Bill?

Tar MINISTER FOR LANDS: Un.
like the member for Dundas, I cannot
deal with more than one question at one
and the same time. I am coming to the
Constitution and Redistribution of Seats
Bills, which I underatand he, at the
moment, is particularly interested in.
Since I have had the privilege of being a
member of Parliament I have thought
that, if nothing could be done to increase
the earnings of this community, at least
a lot could be done to reduce the cost of
living.

Me. Moraw: Perbaps you want a
steamer to New Zealand.

Tae MINISTER FOR LANDS: Per-
haps that would have its use. A cheaper
supply should carry to the people advan-
tages which they are denied to-day, and
no person more than the member for
Kimberley can appreciate the irony of
the position when we find that in this
State, with 139,000,000 acres of pastoral
country held under pastoral lease, people
are paying 1s. 4d. per lb. for beef.

Don’t you say too
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Mz. Corvor: What sop from you ut
the last moment ?

Tee MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
hon, member had no sop from me.

MEe. Conwvor: I had.

Tae MINISTER FOR LANDS: I
would like to explain to the House again
that we bave 139,000,000 acres of pas-
toral country held in Western Australia
and beef is up to ls. 4d. per pound. Had
the (Government remained in office, we
were going to rectify that state of affairs
by insisting on these pastoral areas being
stocked, vot nominally but stocked to
meet the requirements of this country;
and not only would there be the stock to
be grazed on these areas, but there are
all the other conditional purchase lands
and all the other frechold lands which
are held, more particularly in the South-
Western division of the State, which have
to be taken into consideration in connec-
tion with the output of beef and mutton
for Western Australia. Only recently I
found bread selling at 1a. per loat on the
Eastern (oldfields. I took the oppor-
tunity of pointing out to the people that
the wheat yield has so increased that to-
day at Northam flour is sold for £8 per
ton.

Me. Burees: Less than that.

Tee MINISTER FOR LANDS: I
pointed out that a bag of flour could be
landed on the goldfields for £1, whilst
the baker was dealing it out at 1s. for a
4lb, loaf, the price being £3 12 for
what cost £1 plus labour of deing it.
That being so I suggested that if those
people were desirous of studying economy
they could not do better than make their
own bread and save £2 10s. on a bag of
flour. I pointed out that beef could be
reduced at least 3d. per pound. There is
no person in the State who could deny
that. If with 286,000 people we take
100,000 as consuming a pound of hesf
each per day, and effect a saving of 3d.
a pound upen if, that represents in round
numbers a saving of very nearly half a
million a year.

Mge. Conwor: You don't know what
you are talking about.

Tae MINISTER FOR LANDS: Itis
only a very simple sum, and, perhaps,
that is too much to expect the member
for Kimberley to work out. I canunder-
stand that the member for Kimberley
does not like the remedy applied too
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suddenly. I ouce heard of a lady who
was greatly disturbed at her husband
coming home in a more or less wobbly
condition in the small hours of the
morning, and she thought 1t would be a
good thing to try and apply a speedy
remedy. 8he dressed herself in most
astonishing garb, and sallied forth on a
most stormy night. This has a bearing
on the liquor law réforni. Seeing her
husband coming along, she stepped out
into the darkness, and said, “ Hold! I
am’ the devil!” He said, “ Oh, that is
all right, 6ld chap; you can come home
with me; T wmarned your sister.” -1 can
quite understand that she was more or
less dissatisfied with the remedy she had
applied; and T can quite understand that
the member for Kimberley is more or Jess
disturbed at the prospect of the Govern-
ment continuing in office, the Government
whose principal function would have been
the breaking up of some of those big
monopolies whith are pressing so heavily
on the people of the State.

Mz. Tromas: The Government have
hud three years to do it in. :

Tae MINISTER FOR LANDS: Of
course wembers were determined before
I had an opportunity of speaking, and if
the alliance hasbeen mude —[ Me. Moran:
We are absolutely unpledged]—it is not
to be expected that miy friends on the
cross-benches will be susceptible to argu.
ment. The mining industry is one that
bhas brought the elements of prosperity
to this State; thal has raised the arts
of agriculture from drudgery to pro-
gress ; and consequently is cne in which
every member of the community, whether
living in an agricultural, city, or mining
district, is deeply interested. That min-
ing industry is in a sound condition,
despite' the actions of certain English
directors; and 1 emphasise that state-
ment, ~ I reprvsent a goldfields con-
stituency, and the obligation is -upon
e, at the first oppurtunity I have of
speaking in Parliament, to speak om the
question of that mining industry, which
in"1901 produced £6,000,000 worth of
gold and in 1903 gave an vutput worth
£9,000,000. Such an industry the repre-
sentatives of all portions of the State are
called upon to zealously guard and
conserve. The yield for first four moenths
of the year was highly satisfactory.
Since that time we find the most astonish-
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ing market.rigging and actions on the
part of English directors ever brought
before public gaze. In our gold helt
which ia 1,400 miles long by 300 miles
wide, who says that the only mines have
been discovered ? Ghreat credit is due to
the Minister for Mines that Commis-
sioners have been appointed to deal with
the extraordinary proceedings that are
going on to-day. I want to direct public
attention to the action of these English
directors. Nof long since we found that
one company, to avoid paying the
dividend duty, issued two balance sheets,
one in England showing a profit of
£4,000, and the other in Western
Australia showing a loss of £16,000.
The Treasurer fined that company in the
sum of £2,000. As a result of the close
and keen administration of the Companies
Duty Act, over £40,000 has been collected
from these companies and spent on
public works in Western Australia. I
mention these things because they are
matters that conmcern the public very
deeply. The methods of some of these
directors admit of no other term than
corruption, and that of the deepest type.
We find that the developments in the
Boulder Perseverance are first cabled
privately to the chairman of directors,
and in 24 hours the chairman is cabled
officially. The Deep Levels I do not
wish to deal with, as it is subject to a
Royal Commission at present; but any
person will see from the evidence that hag
been published that this Commission has
been amply justified. I am more than
satisfied that the action I took in helping
the Minister for Mines to bring that
Commigsion into existence was amply
justified. The chairman of the Persever-
ance gets 24 hours’ start to sell or buy,
bull or bear, to run the share market of
London according to the opportunity the
market presents. In March last the
directorate of that company told the
people that the ore reserves represented
401,000 tons, worth 500,000 ounces, repre-
senting in cesh £1,750,000. That was
equal, according to the dividends they
were paying, to four yewrs' reserves and
four years’ dividends. Inside of three
months what took place? The ore
reserves were apnounced, and surely
there can be no question as to what they
are; but we find that they are reduced
from 401,000 tons to 139,000 tons—a



196 Address-in-reply :
reduction in value of nearly half a million

sterling. In the sawe perind the shares
fell from 2#s. to 12s. 64d.

Mg. Tuomas: One is an optimistic
statement and the other unduly pes-
simistic.

Tee MINISTER FOR LANDS: It
represents to the shareholders of that
mine e total loss in market values of
£2,250,000. The mine has been seriously
hampered, and the incident is having a
bad influence oo the mining industry of the
State. I believe to-day that, despite the
perilous position of the Perseverance, it
is one of the best mines in the country;
but unfortunately, by that process of
picking the eyes out of the propert{, it
will take another year before the work of
development can put the mine in its
proper place.

Me. Toomas: I shall give the hon.
gentleman some particulars before he
ends.

Tae MINISTER FOR LANDS: 1
had heard that the hon. members on the
cross-benches were not going to speak.
I am now glad that I have electrified
them,

Mz. Tuomas: No; I shall give the
hon. gentleman the figures.

Tre MINISTERFOR LANDS: Iam
very glad of it. Those representatives of
goldfields constituencies, particularly the
member for Mt. Margaret who found
time to trot out all the ancient history of
the last five years, could not find time to
devote one syllable fo the greatest menace
that has menaced the mining industry of
the country from ite inception. Whether
the Government remain in office, or
whether my friends opposite come into
office, there is an obligation to perform,
and that is to carry out the legislation
forecast by the Minister for Mines last
?ﬁht I have no doubt sufficient interest

ill be taken in the question to see that
the methods that the Eoglish people have
lnid at the doors of the people of Western
Australia should be laid at the doors of
those responsible, the stock-jobbers in
Londen. T may be pardoned for directing
a passing notice to the finances of this
country. We have in a measure been
attacked because we contemplated borrow-
ing £500,000 in the ordinary financial
year, and farther that that sum, as the
Premier said in his policy speech, would
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be regulated according to the warket.
If the party that attacks us to-day overa
contemplated loan expenditure of half a
million of money had comse into office
when there was borrowing to the extent
of two millions, three milltons and up to
five willions pounds in one year, they
might have called themselves reformers,
if in three years they reduced the amount
to a contemplated £500,000. Our loans
are not left to posterity; we have a
sinking fund of £1,012,000 to-day, and
our accumulations tothe sinking fund have
been utilised to purchase £100 bonds
in the market in London which to-day
stand at £86. There is a sinking fund
in connection with the Coolgardie Water
Scheme, 2 fund not contributed by the
Eastern Goldfields but from the con-
solidated revenue of the State, which
has been expended in the purchase of
Western Australian debentures, and in
that transaction alone for ome year a
profit is shown of £11,000. 1 have
felt there was an obligation on me,
from the time I entered the House, to do
the best I could, either by ulliance with a
party that was presenting a constructive
programme or backing a pacty that was
doing so. Itis a very simple thing for
members to take up a position of a penny-
in-the-glot hostility-—always on tap, 1
cannot recall an action of either this or
any other Government that did not call
for the condemnation of the member for
Kimberley. I was severely attacked in
my constituency by the delegate of the
political Labour party because some loan
expenditure was spent on telegraphs.
This gentleman pointed to the fact that
in England the telegraphs were built out
of revenue.

Mgz, Daarisa: I did not talk about the
Government candidate who stood against
me at the elaction.

Tee MINISTER FOR LANDS: As
your platform js printed there can be no
going back on it. I was going on to say
that there was a difference between Eng-
land and Australin. In England money
is borrowed and spent sometimes in powder
and shot: we have borrowed money and
spent it in valnable securities, and if those
securities were placed on the London
market to-morrow, bad us it is, they would
realise more than their face value.

Mg. Dacrise : Another man of straw
knocked down.
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Tae MINISTER FOR LANDS: As
I understand there ure hon. members who
want to get away to catch their trains,
and as my speaking late is more attribut-
able tu the member for Mt. Margaret
than myself, I shall be too pleased if it is
the wish of hon. members to continue my
remarks oo Tuesday. If members are
desirous of catching their various trains,
I shall be very pleased, with the con-
sent of the Speaker and the House,
to.continue my remarks when the House
meety on Tuesday afternoon. [t will
be some considerable time before 1 can
finish, and I think members can appre-
ciate the position inasmuch as there
is an obligation, at least on Ministers,
to answer the very extended argu-
ments which have been made by members
who have criticised the Government. I
ask for leave to continue my remarks on
Tuesday.

Tre SPEAKER: This practice is new
to the House. Itis followed where there
is a stated time for closing the business
of the House; but as far as the present
oceasion is concerned, if it is the desire
of the House that the wish of the
Minister shall be carried into effect, I
have no objection. I will put the metion
to the House. The question is that
leave be granted to the Minister for
Lands to resume his speech at the
next sitting of the House.

. llﬂotion passed and leave granted accord-
ingly.

gI‘Zﬂi: Premier: I hope members will
come on Tuesday with a desire to close
the debate. So far as the Ministry are
concerned, we desire to finish the debate,
aond I think members too would like to
gee the debate closed on Tuesday.

Me. Taomas: That is a question for
members to decide.

Tee PrEMiEr: Yes; with humble sub-
misgion to the hon. member I hope
members will come on Tuesday with a
desire to close the debate that night.

ADJOURNMENT

The House adjourned at 20 minutes
past 11 o'clock, until the next Tunesday.
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Tee PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4-30 o’clock, p.m.

PRAYERS,

MEMBER SWORN.

Hox. V. Hawmersiry, elected for
the East Province, took the oath and
subscribed the roll.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the CorLontan SEcBETARY: 1,
“The Land Act, 1898"—Regulations
restricting the cutting of timber on State
Forests at Greenbushes, Port Hedland,
Marradong, Greenmount, Broad Arrow,
Nannine. 2z, Amendment of boundaries
of the State Forests of Balgarri, Green-
mount, Mulgarrie, Broad Arrow. 3, * The
Cemeteries Aci, 1897 and 1899 *'—By-
laws of the Cemeteries of Midland
Junction, Cookernup, Menzies, Kookynie,
Mount Morgans, Cue, Day Dawn, Karra-
katta, Pinjarra. “ The Stock Dlsea.ses
Act, 1805 ”—Regula,tions and Quarantine
Stations. 5, “The Parks and Reserves
Act, 1895 "—By-laws of the Recreation
Grounds of Bardoc and Katanning,

QUESTION—RAILWAY BRIDGES
(Fremawrre), SAFETY.

How. M. L. Moss asked the Colonial
Secretary: 1, The date of the last
examination of the foundations of the
two railway bridges at Fremantle. 2,
‘Whether the scour of the river is affect-
ing the safety of the atructures?

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied : 1, 8th August, 1904. 2, No.

STRANGERS' GALLERY, STANDING
ORDER.

On motion by Hox. M. L. MOSS,
resolved :

That Standing Order 34 be amonded by
atriking out the words “ and each member may
isgue one ticket of admission to without the
Bar of the House,” and inserting in lien
thereof, “ and every member may admit three



